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Vocabulary  

1. Read the sentences. Circle the correct answers. 

1. Her dad served in the ______________, so he was away from home much of the time. 

2. When walking alone at night in the city, always be _____________ of your surroundings. 

3. The company wants people to drive less, so it’s offering _____________ for employees to share rides. 

4. Your work life won’t be very satisfying if you’re only motivated by _____________ gain. 

5. I couldn’t have written this book without my editor’s help; his feedback and advice were _____________. 

 

1. a. welfare b. military c. reputation d. initiative 

2. a. privileged b. ingrained c. mindful d. disruptive 

3. a. incentives b. ethics c. penalties d. habitats 

4. a. overwhelming b. considerate c. mandatory d. monetary 

5. a. corporate b. invaluable c. civic d. eligible 

 

 
2. Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the box. Two words will not be used. 

civic compassion advocate environmentalist nuisance overwhelming regulate 

 
1. All people, even those we disagree with, should be treated with respect and ____________________. 

2. Albert Einstein was not only a great scientist but also a strong _____________________ for peace. 

3. We need to ___________________ the banking industry to prevent another financial disaster. 

4. Bicyclists may be helping the environment, but many drivers just see them as a(n) _________________. 

5. Voting is both a right and a(n) ___________________ responsibility. 

 
 
3. Match the words with the correct definitions.  

1. imperative 

2. abuse 

3. agriculture 

4. efficiency 

5. exploit 

6. confiscation 

7. accelerate 

8. manufacture 

9. welfare 

10. deprived 

a. when someone or something makes the most of their time or energy 

b. to produce something, usually in large numbers in a factor 

c. extremely important or urgent 

d. taking something away from someone, especially as a punishment 

e. well-being and health 

f. to increase in speed; to (make something) happen sooner or faster 

g. not having the things that are needed for a good or healthy life 

h. cruel or harmful treatment 

i. to take advantage of 

j. growing crops and looking after animals used for food 
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Grammar 

4. Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the box. Two words will not be used. 

down off in over after to out 

 

1. If you’re bored at home tonight, come ______________ and watch a movie with us. 

2. To be more environmentally friendly, turn ______________ the water while you’re brushing your teeth. 

3. I was worried I would forget the time of the appointment, so I wrote it _____________. 

4. The longer you put ______________ doing your chores, the harder it will be to get them done. 

5. While we’re in town, let’s check ______________ the shopping district. 

 

5. Circle the correct word(s). 

1. When I was little, my parents made me (to stop / stop) watching TV and play outside. 

2. Do you let your dog (to climb/ climb) onto the furniture? 

3. We’re trying to get the teacher (to postpone / postpone) the quiz. 

4. The government makes all young men (to sign / sign) up for military service. 

5. When she lost her wallet, Lucy had the bank (cancel / to cancel) her credit card. 

  

6. Put the words in order to make sentences.  

1. does / a / live / rarely / age 110. / to / person 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. seen / I / such / pollution. / seldom / had / terrible 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. have / many / so / vegetarians. / there / been / never 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. manager / employees / having / is / submit / suggestions. / the 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. still / the TV / please / off. / it / if / on, / is / turn 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7. Find the error and write the correction on the line. 

1. She always makes me to wear sunscreen.    ______________________ 

2. You forgot to put the date on the form. Please fill in it.   ______________________ 

3. I can’t get this plant grow.      ______________________ 

4. The festival will be fun; I’m looking it forward to.   ______________________ 

5. Not only he’s surprised, he’s elated.    ______________________
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Comprehension 
8. Read and answer the questions.  

      
1. Orangutans are being deprived of their habitat.    true  false 

2. Palm oil is in both food and non-food products.   true  false 

3. Thousands of orangutans were killed by a wildfire.   true  false  

4. Palm oil is economically important in Indonesia and Malaysia.  true  false 

5. The Indonesian government has forbidden producing palm oil.  true  false 

 

6. What is the main topic of the passage? 
a. The many uses of palm oil   
b. Where palm oil is produced 
c. How palm oil affects the environment 
 
7. How much of orangutans’ habitat has been destroyed recently? 
a. Less than half    b. More than half   c. About half 
 
8.  We can guess from the reading that palm oil is probably found in _______. 
a. soap     b. clothing    c. soda 
 
9. What does the RSPO do? 
a. Demands penalties for palm growers b. Supports banning palm oil  c. Advises palm growers  
 
10. The word mindful in the reading means ______. 
a. efficient    b. aware     c. civic   

The Problem of Palm Oil 
 
Orangutans are great apes that live only in the rainforests of Indonesia and Malaysia. These highly intelligent 
animals can make and use tools. There’s even evidence that difference populations of orangutans have their 
own cultures, which are passed down through generations. Sadly, though, orangutans’ habitat is being 
destroyed, and they are in danger of becoming extinct. There are only about 112,000 of them left, half the 
number that existed one hundred years ago. In the last twenty years alone, almost 80 percent of orangutan 
habitat has disappeared. The main reason is palm oil.  
 
Palm oil is an oil from certain palm trees that is used in many items you use every day. It’s in cookies, 
crackers, and frozen dinners, as well as in cosmetics and bath products such as shampoo. Thus, palm 
agriculture is very important to corporate profits. Indonesia and Malaysia produce huge amounts of palm oil, 
which is imported by countries around the world. This provides a strong monetary incentive for companies 
to cut down the rainforest in order to plant more palm trees. They also often burn areas to clear them for 
planting. In 1997, a huge fire started by palm growers killed thousands of orangutans. However, palm 
agriculture also employs millions of people and is invaluable to the Malaysian and Indonesian economies. So 
although environmentalists want to shield orangutans from harm, they cannot just ask that palm oil be 
banned. That would be too disruptive. Animal welfare advocates must be mindful of people’s needs, too. 
 
So what’s the solution? An environmental organization called the RSPO works with palm oil companies to 
improve how they do business. The RSPO gets palm growers to promise not to destroy any more forest, and 
to stop using fire to clear land. This has helped put a dent in the damage. The palm oil industry should also be 
regulated more carefully by the government. Recently, the president of Indonesia signed a law that says no 
new palm oil farms can be started for three years. Although it is not clear whether or how this law will be 
enforced, it is a step in the right direction. 
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9. Read and answer the questions.  

TV host: Welcome to Issues in the News. Tonight we’re discussing a new initiative to create a mandatory 

national service program. Under this initiative, all young people would be required to spend at least 18 

months serving their country before the age of 26. If they don’t join the military, they will be required to help 

people in their communities. Joining me in the debate are Frederick Mason, a retired army officer, and Mina 

Lee, a professor of political science. Frederick, is national service a duty? 

Frederick: It may be a moral obligation, but in a free country, it should not be enforced by the government. 

My philosophy is that people should choose to serve.  

Mina: I disagree. Contributing to our national security and well-being is every citizen’s duty, so the 

government should play a role. Most of the public agrees with me, according to every poll. 

Frederick: The public can be wrong. Right now, our military is made up only of volunteers, and it works 

very well. If we made people serve, they wouldn’t be as committed to discipline and learning necessary skills. 

It would reduce the efficiency and effectiveness of the military. 

Mina: Maybe, but what about community service? It doesn’t take a lot of skill to serve food to the homeless.  

Frederick: The bottom line is that people have a right to control their own labor. 

Mina: You’re not considering the other advantages of national service. For one, it teaches compassion. Many 

of our young people don’t realize how hard life is for others. They’re shielded from poverty and other social 

problems. Having them do community service would give them an invaluable education. 

Frederick: True, but rich, privileged young people will be able to get out of their service. Their parents will 

use their money or connections to avoid it, or to get their kids the best, easiest jobs.  

Mina: I agree that’s a risk. But we can try to make sure that doesn’t happen. There should be harsh penalties 

for violating the rules. 

Frederick: Instead of punishing young people for not serving, we should reward them if they do. We could 

offer scholarships and cash prizes to people who serve with distinction. 

 

1. National service is already mandatory.      true  false 

2. The initiative is popular with the public.     true  false 

3. Young people could do either military or community service.   true  false 

4. Frederick disagrees that some young people are privileged.   true  false 

5. According to Mina, refusal to serve should be punished.    true  false 

 

6. Under the initiative, young people have to serve for ______. 
a. 26 months    b. 1.5 years    c. 1 year 
 
7. What is Frederick’s view of national service? 
a. It’s good but shouldn’t be required. 
b. It’s not necessary at all. 
c. It should be enforced by law. 
 
8. Which is a reason that Mina gives for supporting the program? 
a. It teaches valuable lessons.  b. It is a civic duty.   c. Both a and b 
 
9. Frederick suggests _____. 
a. punishments for not serving  b. monetary incentives for serving c. Both a and b 
 
10. The word privileged in the reading means ______. 
a. having special advantages  b. having a lot of value   c. important; essential  
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Answer Key 

1. 
1. b 
2. c 
3. a 
4. d 
5. b 
 
2. 
1. compassion 
2. advocate 
3. regulate 
4. nuisance 
5. civic 
 
3. 
1. c 
2. h 
3. j 
4. a 
5. i 
6. d 
7. f 
8. b 
9. e 
10. g 
 
4. 
1. over 
2. off 
3. down 
4. off 
5. out 
 
5. 
1. stop 
2. climb 
3. to postpone 
4. sign 
5. cancel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. 
1. Rarely does a person live to age 110. 
2. Seldom had I seen such terrible pollution. 
3. Never have there been so many vegetarians. 
4. The manager is having employees submit 
suggestions. 
5. If the TV is still on, please turn it off. 
 
7. 
1. to wear → wear 
2. in it → it in 
3. grow → to grow 
4. it forward to → forward to it 
5. he’s → is he 
 
8. 
1. true 
2. true 
3. false 
4. true 
5. false 
6. c 
7. b 
8. a 
9. c 
10. b 
 
9. 
1. false 
2. true 
3. true 
4. false 
5. true 
6. b 
7. a 
8. c 
9. b 
10. a 


