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Vocabulary  

1. Read the sentences. Circle the correct answers. 

1. You must __________ many things when choosing a college, including location, 

cost, and reputation.  

2. Only the most __________ athletes can compete in the Olympics.  

3. The news media should cover stories that are more serious and less ___________. 

4. I’m very sorry if I hurt your feelings. That wasn’t my ___________. 

5. It’s silly to argue about who has the best taste in music. Taste is too ___________. 

 

1. a. provoke b. represent c. deem d. consider 

2. a. elite b. elaborate c. visceral d. moral 

3. a. prominent  b. expressive c. sensational d. universal 

4. a. dawn b. intention c. completion d. boundary 

5. a. subjective b. universal c. drastic d. alarming 

 
2. Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the box. Two words will not be used. 

alarming auction determine expressive imitate pleasurable censor 

 
1. I bought this painting for a good price in an online ___________________. 

2. Her singing is so _____________________ of deep emotion, it sometimes makes listeners cry. 

3. It’s ____________________ to think about how many bad drivers are on the road. 

4. Freedom of speech is important; the government shouldn’t ____________________ people’s opinions. 

5. Younger siblings want to be just like their older brothers and sisters, so they ___________________ them. 

 
3. Match the words with the correct definitions.  

1. aesthetics 

2. consult 

3. direct 

4. pioneer 

5. prominent 

6. credit 

7. dawn 

8. disgust 

9. elaborate 

10. selective 

a. very important and well-known (in a professional or artistic field) 

b. the beginning of something new 

c. the artistic or beautiful qualities of something 

d. a very strong feeling of dislike or disapproval 

e. careful about what you choose 

f. to go to someone for information or advice 

g. a person who is one of the first people to do something 

h. to organize and control how something is done 

i. complicated, detailed, or made carefully from many parts 

j. to say that something is because of someone or something 
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Grammar  

4. Fill in the blanks with the correct tag question. 

1. You’re not very interested in art history, _____________________? 

2. Most people have strong opinions about tattoos, _____________________? 

3. Pablo Picasso was one of the greatest artists of all time, _____________________? 

4. You’ve heard the story of Medusa before, ________________________? 

5. The gallery won’t be open on the holiday, _______________________? 

 

5. Circle the correct word(s). 

1. The final years of the painter Vincent van Gogh (depicted / were depicted) in a 2018 movie. 

2. This statue of the Greek god Apollo was (created / created by) a local artist. 

3. People say that art (to be / is) an important subject in school. 

4. It (is believed / believed) that William Shakespeare was born on April 26, 1564. 

5. Irina is said (that to be / to be) a talented photographer with a bright future. 

  

6. Rewrite each question as a reported question.  

1. “Do you dislike violence in movies?” I asked him. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. “Have you ever bought a painting?” she asked us. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. “What kind of music do you prefer?” he asked me.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. “What books did you read when you were a kid?” I asked her. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. “Why do you think artistic freedom is necessary?” she asked me. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7. Find the error and write the correction on the line. 

1. It’s hot in this room, is it?       ______________________ 

2. Gary has excellent taste, isn’t he?      ______________________ 

3. French is thought one of the most beautiful languages.   ______________________ 

4.  Celia asked whether did you enjoy the show.     ______________________ 

5. I want to ask the artist what does the circle represent.   ______________________
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Comprehension 

8. Read and answer the questions.  

  
1. It’s risky to make political art in Russia.      true  false 

2. Famous Russian artists have gone to jail in recent years.    true  false 

3. Apartment shows are a new invention.      true  false  

4. Simon Mraz works for the Russian authorities.     true  false 

5. Some artists avoid being censored by running their own galleries.   true  false 

 

6. What is true about Russia during the 20th Century? 

a. Artists had limited freedom  b. Art completely censored   c. Both a and b 

 

7. Who directs major museums and galleries in Russia? 

a. Prominent artists   b. Powerful people   c. Simon Mraz 

 

8. Simon Mraz ______. 

a. holds art shows in his home  b. is not Russian    c. Both a and b   

 

9. A group of artists in Moscow _____. 

a. work at a factory   b. sell their own art   c. work for Simon Mraz 

 

10. The word provoke in the reading means ______. 

a. make angry    b. please    c. consult 

  

The Moscow Art Scene 

Russian artists have long been censored to some degree. During much of the 20th century, they had little 
freedom to be critical of society and politics. In recent years, things haven’t improved very much. The 
authorities try to control artistic expression by limiting art that goes against cultural and political norms. 
Several prominent musicians and artists have been arrested and sent to prison for their work in the last few 
decades. Many of the major art museums and galleries are under the control of powerful individuals who 
would not stand to gain from hosting controversial exhibitions. Thus, artists are compelled to create less 
provocative works if they wish to become well-known.    
 
There are a few ways for artists to work in freedom, however. For example, Moscow has a tradition of 
“apartment shows,” in which residents hold art shows in their own homes. Simon Mraz, an Austrian living in 
Moscow, regularly uses his small apartment as an art gallery. He recently displayed pieces by the Russian-
Korean artist Sasha Kim, and he is planning a show focusing on artists from St. Petersburg. These shows only 
last one night each, but they make a difference. Similarly, some Russian artists seek freedom by starting their 
own independent galleries. One group of Moscow artists bought a former factory building and installed two 
galleries, a theater, and several artist studios. The pieces are sold by the artists themselves, with no experts or 
authorities to consult. Thus, they never have to worry about whom their work will offend or provoke. As 
Mraz says, artists can only reach their true potential when they have a place to be expressive without fear. 
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9. Read and answer the questions.  

Nina: Great news—I’m going to be in the The Other Art Fair! 

Dean: What other art fair? 

Nina: No, that’s the name of the event. It’s called The Other Art Fair because it’s especially for unknown, 

independent artists. It was founded by this gallery owner who wanted to create a place for new and talented 

artists to be discovered, and to meet each other. 

Dean: Very cool. Is it hard to get into? 

Nina: Yeah, it is. Hundreds of artists apply to be included, and then they have a group of experts determine 

who gets in. They only pick about 120. I really didn’t expect to be chosen. I’ll be getting free publicity on their 

website, and they’ll even advise me on how to display my art and what to charge for it. It’s a great opportunity. 

Dean: Well, congratulations—you deserve it. Your paintings are excellent. I mean, I don’t know much about 

art, but I think I have good taste. 

Nina: Thanks. I hope the buyers at the show agree with you. This show is said to be a good place for first-

time art buyers to get started, since the artists aren’t famous and prices are low. They start at $150, which is 

much lower than at most galleries. I’ve never sold a painting, so I’d be thrilled to get $150. 

Dean: Maybe I’ll buy one. When is this fair?  

Nina: It starts September 19 and lasts four days. They anticipate about 90,000 visitors total. 

Dean: Wow. How many pieces can you show?  

Nina: Space is limited, so I’ll have to choose about eight. Now I just have to figure out which ones.  

Dean:  You should definitely include one or two of your still lifes, at least. They’re great, and they might be 

the most likely to sell.  

Nina: You’re probably right. Even though they’re not my personal favorites, I have to consider that. 

 

1. The founder of The Other Art Fair is an artist.   true  false 

2. The fair is selective about who can show their pieces.  true  false 

3. Nina is not yet a prominent artist.    true  false 

4. Nina has sold several pieces for over $150.   true  false 

5. Nina thinks her still lifes are her best work.   true  false 

 

6. The Other Art Fair is for artists who 

a. do unusual work   b. are not well-known   c. want jobs 

 

7. Which is true about The Other Art Fair? 

a. It consults art experts.   b. It includes hundreds of artists.  c. Both a and b 

 

8. The word determine in the reading means ______. 

a. imitate    b. bid     c. decide 

 

9. The art shown at the fair is _______. 

a. not for sale    b. fairly inexpensive   c. all still lifes 

 

10. Which is true about Dean? 

a. He studies art. 

b. He will apply to participate in the fair. 

c. He has a high opinion of Nina’s art. 
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Answer Key 

 
1. 
1. d 
2. a 
3. c 
4. b 
5. a 
 
2. 
1. auction 
2. expressive 
3. alarming 
4. censor 
5. imitate 
 
3. 
1. c 
2. f 
3. h 
4. g 
5. a 
6. j 
7. b 
8. d 
9. i 
10. e  
 
4. 
1. are you 
2. don’t they 
3. wasn’t he 
4. haven’t you 
5. will it 
 
5. 
1. were depicted 
2. created by 
3. is 
4. is believed 
5. to be 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. 
[NOTE: Tense shift in reported speech isn’t 
taught in this lesson and it’s not consistently used 
by native speakers, so the AK reflects that.] 
1. I asked him if he dislikes/disliked violence in 
movies. 
2. She asked us if we have/had ever bought a 
painting. 
3. He asked what kind of music I prefer/preferred. 
4. I asked her what books she read when she was a 
kid. 
5. She asked me why I think/thought artistic 
freedom is/was necessary. 
 
7. 
1. is → isn’t 
2. isn’t → doesn’t 
3. thought → thought to be 
4. did you enjoy → you enjoyed 
5. does the circle represent → the circle represents  
 
8. 
1. true 
2. true 
3. false 
4. false 
5. true 
6. a 
7. b 
8. c 
9. b 
10. a  
 
9. 
1. false 
2. true 
3. true 
4. false 
5. false 
6. b 
7. a 
8. b 
9. b 
10. c 


