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Vocabulary  

1. Read the sentences. Circle the correct answers. 

1. Our school is selective; it only ____________ twenty percent of the people who apply. 

2. Beethoven wrote the most ____________ music of the 19th century. 

3. The doctor has ____________ his whole life to helping people who are suffering. 

4. Queen Victoria had the longest ___________ of any British queen or king—63 years. 

5. I was surprised and ____________ to find out that I was being offered my dream job. 

 

1. a. undertakes b. accepts c. doubts d. realized 

2. a. tertiary b. influential c. medical d. obligatory 

3. a. comprised b. generalized c. dedicated d. realized 

4. a. reign b. diplomacy c. distinction d. charisma 

5. a. committed b. idealistic c. concerned d. elated 

 
 
2. Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the box. Two words will not be used. 

ultimately volunteer doubt variable inequality material predecessor 

 
1. Samuel is very gifted. I don’t _________________ that he will succeed at anything he chooses to do. 

2. Every weekend they ___________________ at a hospital, cheering up sick children. 

3. Do you think that raising taxes on the wealthy is a good way to reduce economic __________________? 

4. The new university president is younger and has more charisma than his __________________. 

5. I’ve gathered plenty of __________________ for my research paper; now I just have to write it. 

 
 
3. Match the words with the correct definitions.  

1. enrich 

2. corruption 

3. asset 

4. leadership 

5. strive 

6. provider 

7. accomplish 

8. convey 

9. toast 

10. fluctuate 

a. the set of characteristics that make a good leader 

b. a useful or valuable quality, person, or thing; an advantage or resource 

c. to change frequently between one level or thing 

d. a person who gives or supplies something 

e. to communicate information 

f. a time when people lift their drinks and cheer someone’s health and success 

g. to succeed at doing something 

h. illegal, bad, dishonest behavior, especially by people in powerful positions 

i. to improve the quality of something by adding something else 

j. to try hard to do something or make something happen 
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Grammar 

4. Fill in the blanks with a, an, the, or ∅ (no article). 

1. I went to _________ interesting art show over _________ weekend.  

2. _______ Civil Rights Movement took place mostly in ________ 1950s and 1960s. 

3. _______ CEO of our company made ________ unusual decision today. 

4. There’s ________ university in my hometown that has ________ 40,000 students. 

5. Everyone has ________ dreams, but not everyone has ________ good plan for achieving them. 

 

5. Circle the correct word(s).  

1. Mental health is very important, (yet / so) we hardly ever talk about it. 

2. Be sure to send your application soon (so that / as) the deadline is in three days. 

3. I have a passion for playing music (even though / so that) I have little talent for it. 

4. (Since / Whereas) Norway is one of the world’s happiest countries, Tanzania is one of the least happy. 

5. You shouldn’t use candles during a power outage (lest / unless) you start a fire. 

  

6. Put the words in order to make sentences.  

1. unfair, / wanted / it. / the law / they / change / since / was / to 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. understand / I / while / don’t / point, / disagree. / I / your  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. classes / in order / professional / become / he’s / chef. / attending / to / a 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. going to / this book / I’m / month. / a / takes / even if / it / finish 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. break / a / you / so that / don’t / exhausted. / get / take 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7. Find the error and write the correction on the line. 

1. Income plays role in happiness.      ______________________ 

2. He’s accomplished a lot although, his life has been hard.   ______________________ 

3. Accountants have to be good at the math.     ______________________ 

4. She was accepted to several colleges. Because she’s a good student. ______________________ 

5. I read the newspaper in order stay informed.    _____________________



Blueprint 7: C1 Advanced  

3 

Comprehension 

8. Read and answer the questions.  

  
1. Research shows that happy people like their jobs better.   true  false 

2. Happy people are less likely to get sick.     true  false 

3. Americans don’t value happiness enough.    true  false  

4. Reading an article on happiness made people feel better.   true  false 

5. The writer advises people to have goals they can accomplish.  true  false 
 

6. What is the main idea of the reading? 
a. People highly value happiness.   
b. Focusing on happiness makes you unhappy. 
c. Happy people have more positive outcomes. 
 

7. Which is NOT mentioned as being linked with happiness? 
a. Helping others   b. Better relationships   c. Higher incomes 
 

8. The people in the study who most desired happiness ______. 
a. felt good less often   b. were less likely to be depressed  c. had more friends 
 

9. What advice does the writer give? 
a. Read articles about happiness.   
b. Stop striving to be happy. 
c. Try to laugh more. 
 

10. The word pursuing in the reading means ______. 
a. trying for    b. improving    c. learning about 

When Happiness is a Problem 
  

Most people consider happiness the main goal in life, so they plan their lives around achieving that goal. Being 
happy is certainly linked to all kinds of positive outcomes. Happy people, for instance, have stronger and 
closer personal relationships. They spend more time volunteering and are viewed more positively by others. 
They enjoy their work more, sleep better, and even have stronger immune systems. I’m generalizing, but all of 
these connections have been repeatedly found by researchers. 
 
However, it’s possible to desire happiness so much that you ultimately become miserable. As a psychologist, I 
think many Americans make this mistake. There are countless articles and books concerned with “happiness 
coaching.” We tell our young people to follow their passions, not to do what is practical and will pay the bills. 
There is even a university degree program in “happiness training,” which teaches you how to teach people to 
be happy. Yet Americans are some of the unhappiest people in the developed world. 
 

There’s research to support the idea that a focus on happiness prevents happiness. In one study, people were 
asked how much importance they place on happiness and whether they strive to be happy. The more 
committed a person was to pursuing happiness, the unhappier they were. Those with the biggest focus on 
happiness had 50 percent less frequent positive emotions and 75 percent more symptoms of depression than 
the group average. They also reported lower overall psychological well-being, which includes variables like 
self-esteem, getting along well with others, and having a sense of control over one’s life. In another study, 
people who had just read an article on the importance of happiness enjoyed a funny movie less than people 
who hadn’t read the article. It seems that pressure to be happy makes life less pleasant. So don’t dedicate your 
life to happiness. Live in the moment, set achievable goals, and find something important to live for. If you do 
these things, happiness will likely come naturally. 
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9. Read and answer the questions.  

Yasmin: Congratulations on the city council election. You must be so happy that Julia Reed won. 

Ki-young: Yeah, all of us volunteers were elated. I’m proud to be on her team. It’s a great feeling when you 

work hard toward a goal and are finally able to realize it.  

Yasmin: And she’ll be so much better than her predecessor was. It’s a small step toward getting rid of all the 

corruption in the city government. 

Ki-young: I hope so. You know, Julia asked me if I was thinking about a career in politics myself. 

Yasmin: I’ve wondered that, too. You obviously have a passion for it. And you have leadership qualities. 

Ki-young: You think so? 

Yasmin: Why not? You’re outgoing and self-confident, and you’re good at conveying complicated ideas in a 

way people can understand. Plus, you’re a hard worker. Politicians have to be. 

Ki-young: That’s true. Julia works at least twelve hours a day, six days a week. 

Yasmin: And you have strong principles. We need more idealistic people in politics. I know you have strong 

feelings about inequality in the criminal justice system. You could speak for people who need a voice. 

Ki-young: Thanks for your belief in me. But I doubt I could make it as a politician--people want to vote for 

someone with charisma. 

Yasmin: You have plenty of charisma! 

Ki-Young: Well, I can imagine working in politics eventually, but probably not as a candidate. I’d prefer to 

be an advisor or spokesperson for a politician who shares my principles. That way, I could be influential 

without being the center of attention. 
 

1. There was a local election recently.     true  false 

2. Yasmin thinks Ki-young could be a good leader.   true  false 

3. Julia Reed asked Ki-young about his future.    true  false 

4. Ki-young thinks he could easily win elections.    true  false 

5. Ki-young wants to be the focus of attention.    true  false 

 

6. What is Ki-young happy about? 
a. He was elected to the city council. 
b. He worked for a successful candidate. 
c. He got a new volunteer job. 
 
7. According to the speakers, Julia Reed ______. 
a. is replacing a bad politician  b. is committed to her job  c. Both a and b 
 
8. Which word does NOT describe Ki-young, according to the reading? 
a. idealistic    b. driven    c. shy 
 
9. Which is true about Ki-young? 
a. He cares about equal rights. 
b. He will not pursue a job in politics.  
c. He is bad at communicating. 
 
10. The word principles in the reading means ________. 
a. dreams    b. morals    c. assets 
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Answer Key 

1. 
1. b  
2. b 
3. c 
4. a 
5. d 
  
2. 
1. doubt 
2. volunteer 
3. inequality 
4. predecessor 
5. material 
 
3. 
1. i  
2. h 
3. b  
4. a  
5. j  
6. d 
7. g 
8. e 
9. f 
10. c 
 
4. 
1. an, the 
2. The, the 
3. The, an 

4. a, ∅ 

5. ∅, a 
 
5. 
1. yet 
2. as 
3. even though 
4. Whereas 
5. lest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. 
1. Since the law was unfair, they wanted to change 
it. 
2. While I understand your point, I disagree. 
3. He’s attending classes in order to become a 
professional chef. 
4. I’m going to finish this book even if it takes a 
month. 
5. Take a break so that you don’t get exhausted. 
 
7. 
1. role → a role 
2. lot although,  → lot, although 
3. the math → math 
4. colleges. Because → colleges because 
5. stay → to stay 
 
8. 
1. true 
2. true 
3. false 
4. false 
5. true 
6. b 
7. c 
8. a 
9. b 
10. a 
 
9. 
1. true 
2. true 
3. true 
4. false 
5. false 
6. b 
7. c 
8. c 
9. a 
10. b 


