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Vocabulary  

1. Read the sentences. Circle the correct answers. 

1. The researcher’s ____________ was that long walks in the woods would 

improve people’s moods. 

2. _____________ to what many people think, it’s not true that we use only ten 

percent of our brains. 

3. The Japanese word for “4” sounds like the word “death,” which led to the ___________ that it is unlucky.  

4. Psychologists say it’s easier for us to feel _____________ for people who are similar to ourselves. 

5. After looking for my keys for half an hour, I almost wanted to cry with __________. 

 

1. a. conspiracy b. hypothesis c. myth d. omen 

2. a. Vacant b. Frightening c. Contrary d. Causal 

3. a. belief b. tomb c. cover d. instance 

4. a. evidence b. spirits c. convention d. empathy 

5. a. connection b. arthritis c. frustration d. conclusion 

 
2. Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the box. Two words will not be used. 

neglect struggle omen arthritis associate frightening debunk 

 

1. The dark clouds in the sky on the morning of our big game seemed like a bad _________________. 

2. Math was always my worst subject in school, and I still _________________ to understand it. 

3. Scientists are trying to _________________ the myth that vaccines are dangerous for children. 

4. Because of his __________________, it’s hard for my grandfather to play the piano sometimes. 

5. People generally __________________ spring with rain, flowers, and new life. 

  
 
3. Match the words with the correct definitions.  

1. disprove 

2. misconception 

3. priority 

4. insight 

5. fully-fledged 

6. analyze 

7. unknown 

8. transformation 

9. loneliness 

10. hesitation 

a. to figure out how something works 

b. a complete change in appearance or character 

c. to show evidence that something is wrong 

d. something that is more important than something else 

e. the state of feeling alone 

f. a state of not being sure 

g. (the ability to have) a clear and deep understanding of a 

difficult problem or situation 

h. a wrong or mistaken idea 

i. completely developed or trained 

j. something you do not know about or understand 
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Grammar 

4. Look at the underlined figurative speech. Write S for simile, M for 

metaphor, or P for personification. 

1. All the world is a stage, and all the men and women players. _______ 

2. The boats danced over the gentle ocean waves.   _______ 

3. It seems to me you lived your life like a candle in the wind. _______ 

4. The wheels of justice turn slowly.    _______ 

5. She looked up, and her eyes were as clear as drops of water. _______ 

 

5. Circle the correct word(s). 

1. I’m like my mother, (whereas / similarly) my brother takes after our dad. 

2. A lot of new homes are being built in this area. (Consequently / For example), there are many construction 

jobs available. 

3. You shouldn’t say someone is guilty of a crime (whenever / unless) you have evidence. 

4. It was a long journey, but (furthermore / eventually), after midnight, we arrived at our destination. 

5. Your muscles get weaker if you don’t use them. (Likewise / Conversely), you must exercise your brain to 

keep it sharp. 

  

6. Put the words in order to make sentences.  

1. would / held / it / crying. / he / baby / the / stop / so that 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. money. / looking / she’s / roommate / to / in order / a / for / save 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. animals, / chimpanzees / tools. / most / unlike / use / can 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. you’re / begin / may / you / speech / ready. / your / whenever 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. unsure / I / whether / I’m / or not. / superstition / believe in / that 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Find the error and write the correction on the line. 

1. Jared is very sociable. While his twin brother is shy.    ______________________ 

2. As a result the bad weather, the festival has been postponed.   ______________________ 

3. The tickets cost $50 each. Additional, there is a $5 service fee.  ______________________ 

4. Goodbyes can be sad, conversely, they can be hopeful new beginnings.  ______________________ 

5. Her actions were wrong. In contrast, they were against the law.   ______________________ 
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Comprehension 
8. Read and answer the questions.  

  

1. The number of Americans with a belief in ghosts is going down.   true  false 

2. Wind farms and traffic cause infrasound.     true  false 

3. Infrasound is unpleasant to the human ear.     true  false  

4. The family in the “haunted house” had to move.    true  false 

5. The man in the video could not really bend metal with his mind.   true  false 
 

6. Who believes in ghosts? 

a. More than half of Americans  b. More than half of Britons  c. Both a and b 
 

7. What is infrasound? 

a. Very low sound   b. Sound made by ghosts   c. Very loud sound 
 

8. The word symptoms in the reading means ______. 

a. sudden, dramatic changes   

b. signs of a physical problem or illness  

c. things that are strange or unknown  
 

9. Which is an effect of CO gas on people? 

a. Feelings of panic   b. Feeling ill    c. Both a and b 
 

10. Why did some viewers of the video think the claim was true? 

a. They trusted the researchers. 

b. They thought someone else saw it happen.  

c. They saw it happen.  

Debunking Ghosts 
 

Have you ever been in a building that you believed was haunted by ghosts? Although it may be surprising, a 
small majority (about 52 percent) of both the American and the British public believes that ghosts are real. 
And this number is increasing. Many report that they have heard, seen, or felt spirits nearby. No one has been 
able to provide hard evidence, however. Since it’s unlikely that all those people are lying, there must be some 
other explanation. Scientists have a few hypotheses to explain “ghostly” experiences.  
 
One is called infrasound. “Infra” means “below,” and infrasound is sound that is so low, the human ear can’t 
hear it. However, we can feel these low sound waves, and they can make us uncomfortable. Researchers have 
studied people who live near wind farms and busy highways--both of which produce infrasound. They found 
that it can cause a variety of symptoms like feelings of panic, changes in heart rate, and strange sensations like 
chills. This sounds a lot like “sensing” a ghost. Another possible explanation is carbon monoxide gas, or CO. 
This poison gas can be deadly, but in smaller amounts, it can make you feel ill and cause mental confusion. In 
1921 a US doctor wrote about a family living in a “haunted house.” They said they were being attacked by 
ghosts that made them feel weak. Eventually, a CO gas leak was discovered in the home! When that was fixed, 
the family went back to normal. Finally, there is the influence of other people. Psychologists proved that our 
own memories and beliefs are influenced by what others say. They showed audiences a video of someone 
trying to prove he could bend metal with his mind. Some of the viewers were told by another “audience 
member”—who was actually working for the researchers—that the claim looked real. Those viewers were 
more likely to say they saw the metal move, too. (It didn’t.) So while witnesses to ghosts are probably not 
making things up, they may simply be jumping to conclusions about what they experienced. 
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9. Read and answer the questions.  

Maria: Well, this is weird. I just saw on Twitter that a famous basketball player thinks the Earth is flat. He’s 

completely serious. And he went to college! 

Kyle: Yeah. There are people who are convinced the Earth isn’t really round, contrary to all evidence. They 

think it’s a huge conspiracy by NASA and other powerful organizations to trick us.  

Maria: I try to be open-minded about other people’s beliefs, but this is crazy. We’ve known that the Earth is 

round since the 1400s, right? 

Kyle: The ancient Greeks proved it a long time before that. But for some reason, this flat-Earth idea is 

becoming more common, especially among young people. I read that one-third of Americans from 18 to 24 

aren’t sure the Earth is round. 

Maria: That’s frightening. Can’t they just look at pictures of Earth from space? They clearly show it’s a globe. 

Kyle: And you can see Earth’s shadow on the Moon—it’s round. But flat-earthers say the photos and all 

other evidence is fake, and that lots of people in power are part of it. They even say the symbol of the UN is 

really a flat-Earth map! 

Maria: Wow. What do you think this belief stems from? I bet it’s social media. For the first time, anyone with 

a strange idea can easily share it with the whole world. And others who believe in the conspiracy reinforce 

each other. 

Kyle: I’m sure that’s part of it. And people are more wary of journalists and scientists than they used to be. 

There’s so much information available, it’s harder to know what’s real and what isn’t. It can be frustrating. 

Maria: I think it’s loneliness, too. People have less active social lives now, so they look to the internet. And 

sharing a belief like this probably makes a strong emotional connection. 

 

1. A famous athlete believes in the conspiracy theory.    true  false 

2. No one thought Earth was round before the 1400s.    true  false 

3. Most American young people believe in flat Earth.    true  false 

4. Flat-Earth believers think the UN is involved.     true  false 

5. The speakers agree that social media helps spread conspiracy theories.  true  false 

 

6. How did Maria learn about the flat-Earth conspiracy theory? 

a. From Kyle    b. In college    c. On social media 

 

7. People who believe in flat-Earth think that _______. 

a. NASA helps to fake evidence   

b. the ancient Greeks were right  

c. scientists are being tricked 

 

8. What evidence for Earth’s roundness is mentioned in the reading? 

a. Space photos    b. Earth’s shadow   c. Both a and b 

 

9. Maria thinks that many flat-Earth believers are probably _____. 

a. uneducated    b. lonely    c. Both a and b 

 

10. The word wary in the reading means ______. 

a. empty    b. in a state of confusion   c. not trusting 
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Answer Key 

1. 
1. b 
2. c 
3. a 
4. d 
5. c 
 
2. 
1. omen 
2. struggle 
3. debunk 
4. arthritis 
5. associate 
 
3. 
1. c 
2. h 
3. d 
4. g 
5. i 
6. a 
7. j 
8. b 
9. e 
10. f 
 
4. 
1. M 
2. P 
3. S 
4. M 
5. S 
 
5. 
1. whereas 
2. Consequently 
3. unless 
4. eventually 
5. Likewise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. 
1.He held the baby so that it would stop crying. 
2. She’s looking for a roommate in order to save 
money. 
3. Unlike most animals, chimpanzees can use tools. 
4. You may begin your speech whenever you’re 
ready. 
5. I’m unsure whether I believe in that superstition 
or not. 
 
7. 
1. sociable. While → sociable, while 
2. result → result of 
3. Additional → Additionally 
4. sad, conversely, → sad. Conversely, 
5. In contrast → Also/Furthermore/ 
Additionally/ Likewise 
 
8. 
1. false 
2. true 
3. false 
4. false 
5. true 
6. c 
7. a 
8. b 
9. b 
10. b 
 
9. 
1. true 
2. false 
3. false 
4. true 
5. true 
6. c 
7. a 
8. c 
9. b 
10. c 


