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Vocabulary  

1. Read the sentences. Circle the correct answers. 

Thanksgiving is one way that Americans 1. ____________ the history of early European settlers in the New 

World. It’s a day to give thanks and to 2. ______________ a meal that English colonists 

and Native Americans had together in 1621. One guest at the meal, a member of the 

local Wampanoag tribe named Squanto, spoke 3. ____________ English. He probably 

saved the settlers’ lives by 4. ___________ them on growing food and surviving in the 

New World. Thanks to Squanto’s help, both the English and the Native Americans 

enjoyed a 5. ____________ meal on the first Thanksgiving. 

1. a. preserve b. engage c. unite d. produce 

2. a. condemn b. flee c. commemorate  d. motivate 

3. a. elder b. extinct c. harsh d. fluent 

4. a. accumulating b. instructing c. stunning d. protesting 

5. a. hearty b. monotonous c. staggering d. primitive 

 
2. Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the box. Two words will not be used. 

pastry flee heritage generation wheat isolated opt 

 

1. The driver was arrested after he tried to __________________ the scene of the accident. 

2. Many members of my parents’ __________________ have different views on education than mine. 

3. No matter how you _________________ to celebrate the holiday, please keep safety in mind. 

4. They’re spending the weekend camping in a(n) __________________ part of the forest. 

5. Don’t eat too much, because there’s a delicious apple __________________ for dessert. 

  
3. Match the words with the correct definitions.  

1. produce 

2. tender 

3. bland 

4. intolerance 

5. slavery 

6. root 

7. protective 

8. extinct 

9. primitive 

10. protest 

a. the origin of an event or problem 

b. the practice of owning other human beings 

c. aiming to keep someone or something from harm 

d. having little taste 

e. fruits and vegetables 

f. simple, undeveloped, and unsophisticated 

g. soft and easy to cut 

h. an occasion when a group of people express disagreement with something 

i. non-acceptance of beliefs, opinions, or customs different from yours  

j. no longer existing 
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Grammar 

4. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the given verb. 

1. We _____________________ the office a little early Thursday because the next day was a holiday. (leave) 

2. By the time the play was over, the sun ______________________ down and it was dark. (go) 

3. When it finally became my turn, I _______________________ waiting in line for almost an hour. (be) 

4. Tony’s computer crashed while he _______________________ the essay that’s due tomorrow. (write) 

5. I was glad to jump in the pool since I _________________________ forward to it all day. (look) 

 

5. Circle the correct word(s). 

1. The neighbors asked that we (keep / kept) the music low tonight.  

2. If I knew how to cook like you, I (made / would make) dinner every day. 

3. She danced as if she (has / had) been taking ballet lessons for years. 

4. (Were / Was) Sadie a little less busy, she’d love to spend an evening out. 

5. (Were / Be) that as it may, everyone must obey the rules of the library. 

  

6. Put the words in order to make sentences.  

1. ingredients / prepared / all / he / feast. / bought / the / and / a 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. the time / the game / ended. / we / By / arrived / the stadium, / at / had 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. made / while / an experiment. / doing / The / the discovery / scientists / were / they 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. insist / you / more / have / pastry. / some / I / that 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. felt / night. / as if / could / I / stay up / I / all 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7. Find the error and write the correction on the line. 

1. Her professor suggested that she changes her research topic.  ______________________ 

2. I don’t eat that if I were you.      ______________________ 

3. While we were spoken, his phone battery died.    ______________________ 

4. We were driving home when the storm begins.     ______________________ 

5. By the time my credit card bill came, I was forgetting what I’d bought.  ______________________ 
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Comprehension 

 8. Read and answer the questions.  

 
  
1. Almost all Irish people can speak Irish as a second language.  true  false 

2. Most native Irish speakers live in the cities.    true  false 

3. The English discouraged the use of Irish.    true  false  

4. Irish almost became extinct in the 1800s.    true  false 

5. Cultural leaders felt protective of the Irish language.   true  false 

 

6. How many Irish people speak Irish as their first language? 
a. 41 percent   b. 1.8 million   c. 74,000 
 
7. When were the last Irish leaders defeated? 
a. In the 17th century  b. In the 19th century  c. In the 20th century 
 
8. What happened in the 19th century? 
a. People were starving.  b. Many people left Ireland. c. Both a and b 
 
9. Which is stated about the Irish language today? 
a. It will soon become extinct. b. It is the official language.  c. Both a and b 
  
10. The word heritage in the reading means _______. 
a. all the people of a society who are about the same age  
b. customs and knowledge from your ancestors 
c. a large meal to celebrate something special 
 

Who Speaks Irish? 

Ireland is one of the few European countries where a foreign language is spoken by the majority of the public. 

Most people in Ireland speak English as their first language. In fact, if you only spoke Irish, you would have a 

hard time getting around in Ireland. About 41 percent of the population speaks Irish as a second language; that’s 

around 1.8 million people. A much smaller number, about, 74,000, are native speakers. But they mostly live in 

isolated parts of the country’s west coast, and even they speak fluent English as well. 

Yet Irish used to be spoken all over the island. It’s also the official language of the Republic of Ireland today. So 

why do the Irish mostly use English, except in classrooms? It’s mainly because the English had ruled Ireland for 

much of its history. In the 1600s, the last of the Irish leaders were defeated, and use of Irish was discouraged. 

English was the language of government and business, so anyone who couldn’t speak it was a second-class 

citizen. Then, in the mid-1800s, Ireland lost one-eighth of its population to either hunger or immigration to 

other countries. Many of those lost were Irish speakers. It looked as if Irish might die out completely. 

Luckily, at the end of the 19th century, a bunch of writers and other educated people didn’t want to let that 

happen. They united to preserve and protect their heritage, the Irish language. They had their work cut out for 

them. But together with a supportive government, cultural leaders promoted Irish education and made Irish a 

subject in all schools. There’s still a long way to go, and many Irish people show little interest in using their 

ancestors’ language. But at least Irish has been saved from becoming extinct.  
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9. Read and answer the questions.  

Olivia: I’m so glad you’re spending Thanksgiving with my family. It’ll be fun. I can’t wait for you to meet my 

grandparents. And my nieces and nephews. 

Mateo: Thanks for inviting me, but this is usually a family holiday. Are you sure I won’t be, like, an intruder?  

Olivia: Of course not. Don’t be ridiculous. It’s for family and friends. This is your first Canadian 

Thanksgiving, right? 

Mateo: Yeah. Is it much different from American Thanksgiving? Do you guys also eat turkey, mashed 

potatoes, and all that? 

Olivia: Yes, it’s a huge feast and a lot of the foods are the same. There will be a staggering amount of food. 

My mom’s a great cook. You’ll love the turkey—so juicy and tender. And she makes pumpkin pie from 

scratch. 

Mateo: Excellent. I’m hungry. 

Olivia: Obviously one difference, though, is that our holiday is over a month earlier than in the US. That’s 

good, because the weather isn’t so harsh in early October. We can go for our traditional walk and not freeze.  

Mateo: Yeah, it’s nice out today. But what does this day commemorate? In the US, it commemorates a big 

meal with the English and the Native Americans together. 

Olivia: It’s different here. Our first Thanksgiving was celebrated by an English explorer, Martin Frobisher. 

Back in 1578, he was looking to start a colony in northwest Canada, but it was so cold and harsh there that he 

had to return south. He and his men were so thankful to survive, they made a celebration out of it. 

 

1. Several generations of Olivia’s family will be there.   true  false 

2. Olivia’s mom bought pie from the supermarket.    true  false 

3. Canadian Thanksgiving is in November.    true  false 

4. The first Canadian Thanksgiving was in 1578.    true  false 

5. Canadian Thanksgiving is the legacy of an explorer.   true  false 

 

6. We can guess that Mateo and Olivia are ________. 

a. a married couple  b. friends   c. brother and sister 

 

7. One similarity between Canadian and American Thanksgiving is ______. 

a. the food   b. the date   c. the history 

 

8. Which is most likely true about Mateo? 

a. He is from a different part of Canada. 

b. He does not like Thanksgiving food. 

c. He is from the United States. 

 

9. The word harsh in the reading means ______. 

a. no longer existing  b. always the same  c. severe and dangerous 

 

10. Where was Martin Frobisher from? 

a. The US   b. England   c. Canada 
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Answer Key 

 
1. 
1. a 
2. c 
3. d 
4. b 
5. a 
 
2. 
1. flee 
2. generation 
3. opt 
4. isolated 
5. pastry 
 
3. 
1. e 
2. g 
3. d 
4. i 
5. b 
6. a 
7. c 
8. j 
9. f 
10. h 
 
4. 
1. left 
2. had gone 
3. had been 
4. was writing 
5. had been looking 
 
5. 
1. keep 
2. would make 
3. had 
4. Were 
5. Be 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. 
1. He bought all the ingredients and prepared a 
feast. 
2. By the time we arrived at the stadium, the game 
had ended. 
3.The scientists made the discovery while they 
were doing an experiment. 
4. I insist that you have some more pastry. 
5. I felt as if I could stay up all night. 
 
7. 
1. changes → change 
2. don’t → wouldn’t 
3. spoken → speaking 
4. begins → began 
5. was forgetting → had forgotten 
 
8. 
1. false 
2. false 
3. true 
4. true 
5. true 
6. c 
7. a 
8. c 
9. b 
10. b 
 
9. 
1. true 
2. false 
3. false 
4. true 
5. true 
6. b 
7. a 
8. c 
9. c 
10. b 


