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Vocabulary  

1. Read the sentences. Circle the correct answers. 

I admire my grandmother a lot - she’s my 1._______________!  She’s retired now, 

but she was a lawyer for 37 years. She was born into 2. _______________, but her 

parents made sure she worked hard to succeed, and her 3. ________________ 

paid off. As a lawyer, she 4. ______________ for people who didn’t have a voice. 

My grandmother has 5. _______________ me to go to law school, too. 

1. a. philanthropist b. vision c. idol d. anchor 

2. a. humanity b. poverty c. scholarship d. self-esteem 

3. a. coverage b. public c. sustainability d. perseverance 

4. a. stepped down b. aspired c. stood up d. emulated 

5. a. inspired b. admired c. marched d. spied 

 
 
2. Match the questions with the appropriate responses. 
 
1. Whom do you emulate? 

2. Why do you watch Channel 4 News? 

3. Is he a philanthropist? 

4. Would you describe him as driven? 

5. Do you enjoy talking politics? 

a. Yes, he uses his money to help humanity.  

b. I like the anchor.  

c. Yes, he’s intense and disciplined.   

d. No, it’s tedious.   

e. I aspire to be like my dad. 

  
 
3. Match the words with the correct definitions.  

1. put into practice 

2. self-esteem 

3. colony 

4. endeavor 

5. launch 

6. coverage 

7. public 

8. qualifications 

9. gifted 

10. emission 

a. news reporting of an event 

b. an effort to achieve a large goal 

c. the general population of a place 

d. highly skilled or talented 

e. a small group of people living together in a new land 

f. to apply a theory or idea in the real world 

g. traits that make someone suited for a certain job 

h. an amount of gas that is sent out from a source 

i. a sense of personal value 

j. to send off into the air 
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Grammar 

4. Fill in the blanks with the correct forms of the given verbs. Add words if necessary. 

1. If I ____________________ journalism in college, I can become a reporter. (study) 

2. If you lose your passport, you _____________________ to leave tomorrow. (not be able) 

3. If the price _________________________ more reasonable, I would’ve bought the sofa. (be) 

4. Had she called before coming over, she _______________________ that we weren’t home. (know) 

5. If Gino __________________________ us a ride, we would have had to walk. (not give) 

 

5. Circle the correct word(s). 

1. Electric cars (have / are having) a lot of potential to help the environment. 

2. The group (discusses / is discussing) their project in a study room right now. 

3. What (are you / have you been) working on since Monday? 

4. She (has invested / invested) in over twenty companies in the last ten years, and she isn’t done yet. 

5. I want a promotion, so I’ve (been deciding / decided) to get more training. 

  

6. Put the words in order to make sentences.  

1. Katelyn / her / been / countries / to / life. / in / has / twenty 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. computer / has / morning. / been / my / crashing / been / all 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. see / my / if / comedian, / introduce / I’ll / favorite / myself. / I 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. he / dollars, / had / million / invest / he’d / a / it / if / all of 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. skipped / you / had / would’ve / quiz. / missed / class, / you / the 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7. Find the error and write the correction on the line. 

1. I’m reading the financial news every morning.     ______________________ 

2. Mark is studying foreign languages for eight years.    ______________________ 

3. If you won’t go to work tomorrow, your boss will be annoyed.  ______________________ 

4. If he didn’t fight with his girlfriend, yesterday would’ve been fun.  ______________________ 

5. Had we made a reservation, we have a table now.   ______________________ 
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Comprehension 

8. Read and answer the questions.  
 

Chance the Rapper 
 
Chance the Rapper, whose real name is Chancelor Bennett, is a 26-year-old rapper, singer, and philanthropist. 
He grew up in Chicago, where both of his parents were active in politics. When he was a child, his father 
worked for President Barack Obama, whom Chancelor admired. When he got the chance to meet the 
president, Chancelor told him that he aspired to be a rapper like Kanye West. Obama encouraged him to 
follow his dream. 
Chancelor did. He started rapping in middle school, and it was soon clear that he was gifted. The rapper 
wrote and recorded his first album as a high-school student. It was a hit in Chicago, and Chancelor became 
locally famous. His second album, Acid Rap, was a national hit and made him a star. In 2016, he was able to 
work with his idol, Kanye West, on West’s album The Life of Pablo. 
But Chancelor isn’t just a musician. When he isn’t working on his music, he’s working toward his vision of a 
better world. He still lives in his hometown, and a lot of his volunteer work involves youth and education in 
that city. For example, he hosts “open mike nights”—talent shows—for local high school students at the 
Chicago Public Library. And he began the “#SaveChicago” campaign on Twitter to raise awareness about 
gun violence among local youth. In 2017, he donated $1 million to the city’s public schools. Chancelor also 
works with a non-profit group to provide winter coats to homeless citizens of Chicago. Many of Chancelor’s 
fans and admirers have encouraged him to run for mayor, but so far he has stayed out of politics. Perhaps he 
believes he can make a bigger difference as a musician and private citizen. In any case, people from all walks 
of life both enjoy his music and are inspired by his drive and generosity. 

 
  
1. Chancelor once worked for President Obama.   true  false 

2. Chancelor started his musical career after high school.  true  false 

3. He believes in investing in public schools.   true  false  

4. He helps people who live in poverty.    true  false 

5. He ran for mayor of Chicago.     true  false 

 

6. Whom did Chancelor say he wanted to emulate? 

a. President Obama  b. His father   c. Kanye West 

 

7. What was the name of his first album? 

a. Acid Rap   b. The Life of Pablo  c. Neither a nor b 

 

8. Which is NOT an activity of Chancelor’s that is mentioned in the reading? 

a. Fighting gun violence  b. Building libraries  c. Donating coats 

 

9. Chancelor donated a large amount of money for ______. 

a. education   b. the homeless   c. open mike nights 

 

10. The phrase walks of life in the reading means _______. 

a. political views   b. parts of society  c. cities and countries 
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9. Read and answer the questions.  

Jody: Hey, aren’t you reading a novel by Teresa Sims right now? 

Marcus: Yeah, it’s her first. It was a best-seller, and it’s great.  

Jody: It must be. I’m looking at today’s paper—it just won a Pulitzer Prize! 

Marcus: Wow. I thought Pulitzer Prizes were just for newspapers and reporters. 

Jody: Well, they’re best known for going to people who do hard-hitting journalism, but there are lots of 

categories: novels, drama, history, music… 

Marcus: Interesting. Well, good for Teresa Sims. She earned it. Who else won a Pulitzer? Anyone that we’ve 

heard of? 

Jody: Yeah, that political reporter that I like, John Cass, from Channel 2 News. He won a prize for public 

service journalism, for his coverage of the scandal at City Hall. Remember earlier this year, when all those 

people on the mayor’s staff had to resign? 

Marcus: Yeah, I remember it was a big deal, but I never really learned the details. I find politics tedious. 

Jody: It was important though, because the city government was stealing the public’s money. John Cass did 

an excellent job of covering it—he’s so skilled and persistent. Journalists have to keep a close eye on people 

in power and speak up when they do something wrong.  Lot of journalists say their job is to speak truth to 

power, but he actually puts that into practice. 

Marcus: I guess it’s safe to say that’s the kind of reporter you want to be someday, huh? 

Jody: Well, I’m going to try. Incidentally, did I tell you that I actually wrote him a fan letter? 

Marcus: No, really? Has he written back? 

Jody: Not yet. 

 

1. Marcus thinks Teresa Sims was a good choice for the prize.   true  false 

2. John Cass reported on problems with the mayor’s staff.    true  false 

3. Marcus likes talking politics.       true  false 

4. Jody wrote a critical letter to John Cass.      true  false 

5. Jody aspires to be a reporter.       true  false 

 

6. Who is Teresa Sims? 

a. A TV journalist  b. A newspaper reporter  c. A novelist 

 

7. Which is stated about Pulitzer Prizes? 

a. They are for journalism only. b. They are cash prizes.  c. There are many winners. 

 

8. Which is NOT true about John Cass? 

a. He is a writer.   b. He covers politics.  c. He is competent. 

 

9. The word persistent in the reading means _______. 

a. good at one’s job  b. not giving up   c. having negative feelings 

 

10. We can guess that Jody thinks John Cass is _______. 

a. boring   b. dishonest   c. inspiring 
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Answer Key 

 

1. 
1. c 
2. b 
3. d 
4. c 
5. a 
 
2. 
1. e 
2. b 
3. a 
4. c 
5. d 
 
3. 
1. f 
2. i 
3. e 
4. b 
5. j 
6. a 
7. c 
8. g 
9. d 
10. h 
 
4. 
1. study 
2. will not/won’t be able 
3. had been 
4. would have/would’ve known 
5. had not/hadn’t given 
 
5. 
1. have 
2. is discussing 
3. have you been 
4. has invested 
5. decided 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. 
1. Katelyn has been to twenty countries in her life. 
2. My computer has been crashing all morning. 
3. If I see my favorite comedian, I’ll introduce 
myself. 
4. If he had a million dollars, he’d invest all of it. 
5. Had you skipped class, you would’ve missed the 
quiz. 
 
7. 
1. I’m reading → I read 
2. is studying → has studied/has been studying 
3. won’t → don’t 
4. didn’t fight → hadn’t fought 
5. have → we would have / we’d have 
 
8. 
1. false 
2. false 
3. true 
4. true 
5. false 
6. c 
7. c 
8. b 
9. a 
10. b 
 
9. 
1. true 
2. true 
3. false 
4. false 
5. true 
6. c 
7. c 
8. a 
9. b 
10. c 


