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Vocabulary  

1. Read the sentences. Circle the correct answers. 

1. Kids should have more free time to play, so I support the idea of __________ homework. 

2. Governments that __________ the rights of their people should not receive economic aid. 

3. Although the painting looked like a real Rembrandt, it turned out to be a(n) __________. 

4. There used to be a(n) ___________ on online dating, but it is widely accepted now. 

5. After the hurricane, millions of people donated money to help victims of the ___________. 

 

1. a. abolishing b. imprisoning c. reconstructing d. thriving 

2. a. rehabilitate b. contain c. convict d. violate 

3. a. operation b. allegation c. juvenile d. forgery 

4. a. stigma b. recidivism c. champion d. crash 

5. a. deterrent b. catastrophe c. injustice d. execution 

 
2. Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the box. Two words will not be used. 
 

deteriorate consumption inferior persist lucrative object noble 

 
1. Animal rights advocates strongly ____________________ to the treatment of animals in most zoos. 

2. Would you rather have a(n) ___________________ job that you hate or a low-paying one that you love? 

3. Instead of taxing people’s income, I think we should put a tax on ____________________. 

4. As you get older, your hearing and eyesight start to ____________________. 

5. Children who get a(n) ___________________ education will suffer many disadvantages later on. 

 
3. Match the words with the correct definitions.  

1. noticeably 

2. inmate 

3. execution 

4. contain 

5. innocence 

6. rehabilitate 

7. humanitarian 

8. bond 

9. helpless 

10. injustice 

a. lack of guilt 

b. a close and lasting relationship between people 

c. to help someone with a problem get better or to live a normal life 

d. unfair treatment or action 

e. clearly or visibly 

f. the act of killing someone as punishment for a crime 

g. a person who is kept in a prison or mental hospital 

h. lacking power 

i. to control or not allow to spread 

j. helping to improve the lives of others and reduce their suffering 
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Grammar 

4. Underline two determiners in each sentence. 

1. Some people just aren’t interested in the daily news.  

2. There are a few good reasons to oppose his new tax plan. 

3. I came up with my movie idea while I was reading that book. 

4. Whose car is parked in front of your house? 

5. Are there any questions you wanted to ask our guest speaker? 

 

5. Circle the correct word(s). 

1. I (didn’t hear / hadn’t heard) of that band before I saw them in concert. 

2. Gerard (would donate / would have donated) to your charity, but he didn’t know about it. 

3. If they hadn’t hired a good lawyer, they (would have lost / would lose) the case. 

4. I would’ve voted differently if I (had known / would’ve known) what I know now. 

5. If you had been born into poverty, how would your life (be / have been) different today? 

  

6. Put the words in order to make sentences and questions.  

1. he / released, / when / spent / he’d / five years / was / in prison. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. busy. / I / meeting, / I / but / attended / would’ve / the / was 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. grandparents / if / your / met, / exist. / wouldn’t / you / never / had 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. lived / you’d /would you / if / had? / the 1800s, / in / what job / have 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. now. / she’d / quit / hadn’t / college, / if / she / be / successful 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7. Find the error and write the correction on the line. 

1. I don’t think this laws are fair.      ______________________ 

2. In free society, people should be able to say what they believe.  ______________________ 

3. She’d be fluent in Spanish now if she started studying at a young age. ______________________ 

4. If you’d tell me sooner, I could’ve done something.   ______________________ 

5. We wouldn’t see that movie if we’d read the reviews first.  ______________________ 
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Comprehension 
8. Read and answer the questions.  
 

To the editor: 

 

Thank you for your excellent coverage of the criminal justice law that will be voted on next week. I sincerely 

hope that it passes. The law would reduce harsh punishments for certain crimes and decrease the number of 

people imprisoned in the United States. As a defense lawyer, I have repeatedly seen the effects of prison on 

people’s lives. There’s no doubt that prisons are necessary for the most dangerous, violent criminals. But 

many of my clients who were convicted of less serious crimes have ended up unemployed for years, or even 

homeless, because of the stigma of being former inmates. Most of these were juveniles with plenty of 

potential at the time they were convicted. Furthermore, they had often suffered from violence themselves 

earlier in life. In one recent study, 50 percent of prison inmates said they had been victims of abuse as kids. 

Perhaps if they had been helped instead of punished, they could have been led positive, productive lives. 

 

The new law is one way to address the problem, but there are others. New York has been a pioneer in this 

area. It has a variety of programs that provide alternatives to prison. Some are run by private organizations, 

and some are state-sponsored. For example, there is a Mental Health Court where judges help people with 

mental illness remain in their communities and get treatment instead of going to jail. It’s been remarkably 

successful. The recidivism rate for people in this program is almost one-third lower than the average. We 

should be considering more such alternatives to prison—and not just for humanitarian reasons. Prison is by 

far the most expensive way of dealing with crime and doesn’t seem to be an effective deterrent. When we find 

cheaper and better ways to rehabilitate criminals, everyone wins. 

 

Karen Jackson 

  
1. The writer supports the proposed law.     true  false 

2. Many of her clients did not thrive after their release.   true  false 

3. The writer opposes prison in all cases.     true  false  

4. A program to provide psychological help has worked well. . true  false 

5. The writer believes the threat of prison prevents crime.   true  false 

 

6. What is the main point of the letter? 
a. A proposed law on crime on prison should pass. 
b. Going to prison has too much of a stigma. 
c. Prison is often not justified.  
 
7. Which is true about the writer? 
a. She has been to prison.  b. She is a lawyer.   c. Both a and b 
 
8. Recent research found that half of people who are imprisoned ______. 
a. are quickly rehabilitated  b. were victims of violence  c. are mentally ill 
 
9. People who go to Mental Health Court are less likely to ______. 
a. commit more crimes   b. get a job    c. Both a and b 
 
10. The word remarkably in the reading means _______. 
a. unfairly    b. legally    c. noticeably 
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9. Read and answer the questions.  

Lawyer: So, if I understand you correctly, you used to have a partner in your financial advising business. He 

violated your contract and left the business, taking a large amount of the company’s money with him. Now 

you wish to sue him to get those funds back. 

Mr. Owen: Yes. Not only for the money, but also for the false statements he’s made about me. He’s been 

telling people that I’m dishonest and that I cheated him. I’m certain I’ve lost business because of it.  

Lawyer: Are you sure you want to go to court? A case like this is hard to prove, and the legal fees can be 

quite high. 

Mr. Owen: I would’ve liked to deal with this problem without lawyers, but he won’t give in. Actually, I’d still 

be satisfied if he paid me back and retracted his statements in public.  

Lawyer: That would be the best outcome. 

Mr. Owen: Yes. But if he refuses, and it becomes necessary, I have the budget to go to court. 

Lawyer: All right. I can send a letter demanding that he return the money and stop making those allegations. 

Why don’t we start with that, and see how his lawyer responds? 

Mr. Owen: That makes sense. 

Lawyer: Incidentally, how did all this trouble start? You two had been friends for a long time, hadn’t you? 

Mr. Owen: Yes, since college. We went into business together after we got our MBAs, and it was very 

lucrative for a while. Then two years ago, the market crash happened, and we lost a lot of money and clients.  

Lawyer: So you both must have been under a great deal of pressure. 

Mr. Owen: Yes. It wasn’t a catastrophe; the business could’ve recovered if he’d been more patient. But he 

couldn’t handle the stress. Our relationship deteriorated from then on. 

 

1. Mr. Owen’s past business partner broke their agreement.   true  false 

2. The ex-partner has damaged Mr. Owen’s reputation.   true  false 

3. Mr. Owen is eager to go to court.     true  false 

4. The problems began because the two men didn’t like each other.  true  false 

5. Mr. Owen thinks they could have saved the business.   true  false 

 

6. What is the conversation mainly about? 
a. An upcoming criminal trial   
b. A possible case in civil court 
c. Starting a financial advising business 
 
7. According to Mr. Owen, his ex-partner ______. 
a. has made defamatory statements b. owes him money   c. Both a and b 
 
8. The lawyer says that going to court would be______. 
a. easy     b. expensive    c. impossible 
 
9. Which is true about the business? 
a. It did well at first.   b. They started it in college.  c. Both a and b 
 
10. The word deteriorated in the reading means ______. 
a. got worse    b. slowed down    c. kept going  
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Answer Key 

 
1. 
1. a 
2. d 
3. d 
4. a 
5. b 
 
2. 
1. object 
2. lucrative 
3. consumption 
4. deteriorate 
5. inferior 
 
3. 
1. e 
2. g 
3. f 
4. i  
5. a 
6. c 
7. j 
8. b 
9. h 
10. d 
 
4. 
1. Some, the 
2. a few, his 
3. my, that 
4. Whose, your 
5. any, our 
 
5. 
1. hadn’t heard 
2. would have donated 
3. would have lost 
4. had known 
5. be 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. 
1. When he was released, he’d spent five years in 
prison. 
2. I would’ve attended the meeting, but I was busy. 
3. If your grandparents had never met, you 
wouldn’t exist. 
4. If you’d lived in the 1800s, what job would you 
have had? 
 
 
5. If she hadn’t quit college, she’d be successful 
now. 
 
7. 
1. this → these 
2. free → a free 
3. she → she had/she’d  
4. tell → told 
5. see → have seen 
 
8. 
1. true 
2. true 
3. false 
4. false 
5. false 
6. c 
7. b 
8. b 
9. a 
10. c 
 
9. 
1. true 
2. true 
3. false 
4. false 
5. true 
6. b 
7. c 
8. b 
9. a 
10. a 
 


