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Core Nonfiction Reading 3 

Midterm Test (Unit 1-7) 

A. Choose the right word and fill in the blanks. 

elaborate prior romantic conservative lottery 

concrete decay integration immune virus 

1. Male birds of paradise use their ____________ plumage to attract females. 

2. Diverse practices came together in one society due to ____________. 

3. It is best to wear ____________ clothes to a job interview. 

4. Some people see viral marketing as winning the ____________. 

5. Peat is ____________ing plant material that is found in water. 

6. Some new building materials are lighter than ____________. 

7. Job applicants often find out about a company _____________ to applying for a job. 

8. Medicine does not always help people who have poor ____________ systems. 

9. People fear computer ____________(e)s because of how harmful they can be. 

10. Male bowerbirds can be seen as ____________ because of how they attract females. 

 

B. Match the word to its definition. 

1. bead a. a small, usually round piece of glass, 

stone, etc. that is used in jewelry or 

clothing 

2. trace 

 

b. to describe or study the way something 

happened over time 

3. feature c. right or suitable for some purpose or 

situation 

4. tremor d. to remove liquid from something by 

letting it flow away or out 

5. magnitude e. a shaking movement of the ground 

before or after an earthquake 

6. moisture f. a small amount of a liquid, especially 

water, that makes something wet 

7. appropriate g. the size or importance of something 

8. stereotype h. an often unfair and untrue belief that 

many people have about all people or 

things with a particular characteristic 

9. moss i. to discuss or mention in a noticeable 

way; to give particular attention to 

10. drain j. a type of green plant that grows on 

rocks, trees, and wet ground 
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C. Read the passage and choose the right answer. 

What is Online Advertising? 

Online advertising is when companies market or promote themselves on the Internet. It 

is also known as Internet advertising or Internet marketing. No matter what it’s called, there 

are many benefits to online advertising. 

Online ads are seen on websites every day. They can appear across the top of a page, 

down its side, or within text. They can use flashing graphics, videos, or animation. These ads 

alert people to products and drive web traffic to companies’ sites. 

This form of advertising is highly flexible. It can feature any kind of product. This 

includes both the common (shoes, orange juice, laptops) and the not-so-common (dog beds or 

machines that make butter). It can also be used to promote services like computer repair or 

online courses. 

Two more big advantages of online advertising are value and price. Advertising online 

reaches a wider audience for a lower cost than most other methods do. In addition, Internet ads 

can be seen around the clock worldwide. Getting information on the effectiveness of these ads 

is also easy. There are many ways to trace, measure, and test an ad’s strength. 

Online ads can be made timely and effective. They appear while a user is on a favorite 

website, and a simple click takes the user directly to the product information. As you might 

guess, these ads can be placed where the right consumer will see them. For example, an ad for 

art supplies would be featured on websites and e-magazines with strong ties to the art 

community. 

Online advertising cannot replace other forms, but it is a powerful tool. It is cheap, and 

it can be used in creative ways. Online advertising is fast, effective, and can make a lot of 

money for a business. It can be used to market just about anything. This modern form of 

advertising is something that every company should consider using. 

 

1. One positive aspect of online advertising is its flexibility. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

2. The main disadvantage of online advertising is its cost. 

a. True 

b. False 

 

3. It is hard to measure the effectiveness of an Internet ad. 

a. True 

b. False 
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E. Read the passage and choose the right answer. 

Not the Best Guest 

 

A parasite is an organism that needs another living thing, a host, in order to survive. 

Parasites feed off their hosts, (1) stealing nutrition to stay alive. Parasites often cause 

diseases in humans. Some of those diseases cannot be treated. Parasites are often found in 

water and food, so extreme caution is needed to avoid coming into contact with them. 

Water infected by parasites can (2) cause a variety of illnesses. Parasites in drinking 

water can cause severe pain or even death. The most common parasite in water is Giardia. 

Giardia lives in feces, and people can become infected when they ingest water contaminated by 

feces. You might be wondering how that would happen. Most Giardia infections occur when a 

person swallows contaminated drinking water or swims in untreated water. Symptoms come on 

one to three weeks after infection and include (1) diarrhea, stomach pain, and (1) weight loss. 

(2) Prescription drugs are the best way to treat this parasite. 

Parasites can also be (3) spread by food, such as undercooked pork or lamb. 

Toxoplasmosis is a disease that comes from a parasite found in meat. Symptoms are (2) 

influenza-like, so that people don’t suspect a parasite as the cause of their infection. More 

serious symptoms can include (3) swelling of the brain and (4) problems with the heart, liver, 

and eyes. Medication does not always get rid of this parasite completely, so treatment is 

difficult for people with (4) poor immune systems. 

There are a few things to keep in mind to lower the risk of being infected by a parasite. 

It is important to (3) avoid drinking unsafe water or swimming in water that could be 

contaminated. Also, (4) cook meat thoroughly before eating it. Washing your hands often with 

soap and water is another way to stay safe and healthy. Be sure to do this especially after 

handling uncooked meat. 

People should be taught from an early age how to prevent infection from parasites 

found in food or water. Though there are drugs to treat many parasites, prevention is always 

the best cure. 

 

1. Which of the following does NOT correctly describe parasites? Which bold phrase shows the 

answer? 

a. 1 

b. 2 

c. 3 

d. 4 

 

2. Which of the following is most likely to result from drinking contaminated water? Which 

underlined phrase shows the answer? 
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a. 1 

b. 2 

c. 3 

d. 4 

 

3. Which of the following is most important for preventing toxoplasmosis? Which phrase in 

italics shows the answer? 

a. 1 

b. 2 

c. 3 

d. 4 

 

 

 


