
Hot Topics Japan 1. Final Test (Chapters 3-5)    

 

Date: _________________ Name: _________________ 

 

A. Choose the correct word to match each definition.   

 

1. to be the same as others around you 

a. criticize b. conform c. surround d. passion 

 

2. to put in for use, like a machine 

a. install b. vegetation c. graduate d. efficient 

 

3. a person who is looked up to 

a. costume b. emperor c. idol d. alcohol 

 

4. including the most modern technology 

a. moss b. portable c. vending machine d. high-tech 

 

5. the act of thinking about something very deeply 

a. earthquake b. meditation c. concealment d. select 

 

 

B. Choose the best word or phrase to fill in the blanks.    

 

1. Even though I studied a lot, I got a bad score on my final _____________.  

a. exam b. profit c. semester  d. opportunity 

 

2. Please _____________ the type of service you want to receive. 

a. support b. etiquette c. grip  d. select 

 

3. Your _____________ expressions often show your feelings better than your words do. 

a. brief b. mechanical c. facial  d. outfit 

 

4. New trends may _____________ quickly, but they can also die out just as fast. 

a. find out b. be made up of c. catch on  d. take up the slack 

 

5. As technology becomes more _____________, it often becomes harder to use. 

a. solitude b. sophisticated c. embarrassing d. quaint 
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C. Read the readings and answer the questions. 

Reading 1: Mind Your Manners with Your Phone 

 

       Cell phones have become a necessary part of life. Cell phones are called keitai denwa, which 

means “portable telephone.” In fact, there are more cell phones being used in Japan than there are people 

who live there. 

      Rarely will people in Japan walk out of their homes without their cell phones. This has not always 

been the case. In 1979, Japan developed the first cellular network in the world. However, it wasn’t until 

1994 that cell phone use became more widespread in Japan. 

      Over the years, certain rules for cell phone use have developed. ① Japan is a collective culture 

where they often put the needs of a group before the individual. Talking on a cell phone on a train or bus 

is incredibly rude. In fact, many announcements are played in public transportation. These messages ask 

passengers to put their phones on silent or “manner mode.” However, texting or playing games is 

acceptable. ② Many stores in Japan provide free Internet access to their customers. ③ Even outside of 

subways and trains, it is common to see people _____________ on cell phones. This is because for most 

cell phone plans in Japan it is cheaper to text than talk. Phone keyboards also allow for different 

characters and icons when texting. ④ These days, young people seem to prefer texting to talking much 

of the time. 

      Other phone etiquette rules include not texting or talking while driving. It is even dangerous to 

text while riding a bicycle. ⓐ People should also not walk and use a cell phone because they may run 

into someone. ⓑ It is also important to respect each other’s privacy. ⓒ People are also asked to turn 

off their phones when near the elderly. ⓓ It may affect the medical devices of elderly people. 

      Japan has always been on the forefront of cell phone technology. The culture respects privacy and 

taking others into consideration. However, some things may seem extreme. Why do Japanese people 

seem to go out of their way to be so polite in public? The cultural rules are in place to help millions of 

people live closely together in harmony. 

 

1. Choose the sentence that does not fit the flow of the reading.   

a. ① b. ② c. ③ d. ④ 

 

2. What is NOT true according to the reading? 

a. A group's needs are more important that an individual's needs. 

b. People in Japan turn off their cell phones around older people.  

c. It is okay to text or play games on Japanese public transportation. 

d. Japan was the first country to use cell phones widely.  
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3. Choose the word or phrase that best fit in the blank.   

a. texting rather than talking b. calling their friends 

c. playing online games d. watching television shows 

 

4. Where is the best place to insert the sentence below? 

This includes asking before taking pictures at a public event. 

 

5. What is the purpose of this reading?    

a. Comparing different types of Japanese cell phones 

b. Explaining common etiquette for using cell phones in Japan 

c. Introducing new cell phone services introduced by Japanese people 

d. Giving reasons that the Japanese are so polite in public 

 

 

Reading 2: Markets for Manga    

 

      There is a manga series for everyone, from child to adult. Each year, manga publishers in Japan 

sell more than ¥250 billion worth of comics. These publishers produce comics for markets ranging from 

children to middle-age business people. For example, komodo manga are made for young children. 

Shonen and shojo manga are for children in middle school or high school. The markets for seinen and 

josei manga are adult men and women. 

     Of all these types of comics, shonen manga are ___________ the most popular. Comic books of 

this category account for nearly 40% of the manga market. However, that does not mean that all shonen 

readers enjoy the same thing. Shonen manga come in all flavors. Fantasy titles such as Naruto and 

Bleach top the list in popularity. Shonen manga that focus on sports or are just funny are not far behind, 

though. 

     While many girls enjoy shonen titles as well as boys, shojo manga are intended to better suit the 

taste of young girls. ① Considering the fact that 75% of teenage girls in Japan read manga regularly, 

this is a huge market. ② Many teenage girls enjoy playing video games, as well. ③ As with shonen 

manga, shojo titles come in a wide variety. The top titles in the shojo category, however, tend to involve 

more romance. ④ Popular titles like Skip Beat focus on romance in daily life. Girls interested in fantasy 

might prefer the supernatural romance driving the plot of Vampire Knight. 

     ⓐ When it comes to seinen and josei manga, the plots become more mature to suit the tastes of 

older markets. ⓑ Manga of these categories may include scenes of sex and violence. ⓒ Mature 

content may explore social issues related to governments, businesses, technology, or history. ⓓ Popular 

titles among these categories of manga include Gantz and Loveless. 

a. ⓐ b. ⓑ c. ⓒ d. ⓓ 
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1. Choose the sentence that does not fit the flow of the reading. 

a. ① b. ② c. ③ d. ④ 

 

2. What is NOT true according to the reading? 

a. Skip Beat deals with supernatural events.  

b. The most popular shonen manga are fantasy titles.  

c. Some manga deal with serious issues such as governments and history.  

d. Shojo manga are more appealing to teenage girls.  

 

3. Choose the word or phrase that best fit in the blank. 

a. to some degree b. not at all c. by far d. sometimes considered 

 

4. Where is the best place to insert the sentence below? 

There is more to them than that, though. 

 

5. What is the purpose of this reading? 

a. To encourage more people to read Japanese comics  

b. To highlight the differences between seinen and josei comics 

c. To explain why shonen comics are so popular 

d. To outline the various types of Japanese comics 

a. ⓐ b. ⓑ c. ⓒ d. ⓓ 


