
Hot Topics Japan 2. Final Test (Chapters 3-5)    

 

Date: _________________ Name: _________________ 

 

A. Choose the correct word to match each definition.   

 

1. to have as a goal; to shoot for 

a. outlaw b. put up c. encrypt d. aim 

 

2. a person who might possibly fill a position 

a. candidate b. portfolio c. manual d. proponent 

 

3. a time when people can try out to join a group or team 

a. lottery b. prize c. streamline d. audition 

 

4. to measure; to test how good or bad something is 

a. prop b. evaluate c. terminate d. rebel 

 

5. something that travels in a circle around a planet 

a. chorus b. symptom c. satellite d.  lecture 

 

 

B. Choose the best word or phrase to fill in the blanks.    

 

1. If you _____________ in our membership program, you can receive a ten percent discount.  

a. absorb b. portray c. enroll d. coordinate 

 

2. It is a common _____________ having more money will make you happier.  

a. contest b. myth c. facility d. counsel 

 

3. Having a good _____________ such as family and education makes it easier to succeed.  

a. foundation b. insert c. device d. performance 

 

4. The thieves used the Internet to commit _____________ on thousands of people.  

a. transaction b. gang c. tenet d. fraud 

 

5. We will _____________ our new construction project at the beginning of the New Year.  

a. initiate b. update c. establish d. format 
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C. Read the readings and answer the questions. 

Reading 1: Too Much Internet or a Lifestyle Choice? 

 

     Japan has long been known for its technology. In fact, Japan is fourth in number of Internet users in 

the world. It follows close behind China, the United States, and India. Kids in Japan seem to have the 

newest gadgets and most advanced video games. In response to the need for more advanced toys, Internet 

cafés began to spring up. They offer food, showers, drinks, books, movies, microwaves, comfortable 

chairs that can lay flat, lockers, and of course, the Internet. 

     At first, such places were built because people wanted a place to get away from home. ① It could 

also have been because there were so many things to do at cafés. Another reason they were so appealing is 

because the level of service at such establishments is exceptional. They try to cater to every need. ② 

People began to spend more and more time at cafés and less time at home. 

     Recently, a study by the Japanese Ministry of Education estimates that 518,000 children between 

the ages of 12 and 18 are addicted to the Internet. ③ A child is said to be addicted if he or she spends 

more than five hours a day online. Too much time looking at a screen has led to obesity, depression, sleep 

problems like insomnia, and a drop in grades. ④ Thousands of adults also spend several hours a day 

using computers.  

     In response to this technological issue, Japan began organizing “Internet fasting camps” where 

children are required to “unplug.” They are required to take part in outdoor activities and go to 

counseling to help with their addiction. Some parents have had a difficult time getting their children away 

from such devices because the children suffer from _____________. In response, kids rebelled and left 

home. They ended up staying a few days or weeks at Internet cafés. It was cheap and easy. They only had 

to pay $15–$25 per night.  

     However, some people think that the issue of staying in Internet cafés has nothing to do with 

addiction. ⓐ Large cities like Tokyo are very expensive. Due to economic decline, some job seekers 

find themselves unemployed and without a place to live. ⓑ Some are recent college graduates. Many of 

them sleep in such cafés because they are so cheap. ⓒ These graduates move from café to café each 

night after working some sort of casual job. ⓓ Some young Japanese may live in the cafés for weeks or 

months.  

     Though some may believe that such people are homeless, they simply may not have the money to 

pay for a down payment for an apartment. Others could live with family, but may choose not to due to the 

convenience of the cafés. 

 

1. Choose the sentence that does not fit the flow of the reading.   

a. ① b. ② c. ③ d. ④ 
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2. What is NOT true according to the reading? 

a. Children who spend at least five hours a day online are addicted.  

b. Internet cafes provide a high level of service.  

c. Rebellious children run away to Internet fasting camps.  

d. Some young people prefer living in cafes than living at home. 

 

3. Choose the word or phrase that best fit in the blank.   

a. improved behavior b. withdrawal symptoms c. greater cooperation d. health problems 

 

4. Where is the best place to insert the sentence below? 

They believe it has everything to do with necessity. 

 

5. What is the main idea of this reading?    

a. The reason Internet cafes became popular in Japan 

b. How the Japanese government solves Internet addiction 

c. The difficulties faced by young adults in Japan 

d. Why young people spend a lot of time in Internet cafes  

 

 

Reading 2: The Changing Image of Tattoos 

 

      Tattoos have a long history in Japanese culture. Most Japanese people use the word irezumi with 

the kanji that means to “insert ink.” Tattoos were done with ink, a wooden handle, and a metal needle. 

Traditional tattooing took a very long time and was very painful.  

      Tattooing in Japan started 12,000 years ago with the Jomon period. Tattoos were believed to have 

spiritual meaning or to show social status. However, things changed 1,500 years ago. Tattoos began to be 

used to mark criminals by giving the physical location of the crime. They were also used as a punishment 

from the emperor. At that time, tattoos took the place of cutting off people’s fingers, toes, hands, or other 

body parts.  

     Another change took place during the Edo period (1600-1868). ① Criminals began covering their 

tattoos with elaborate designs. Therefore, the government outlawed tattoos completely. ② In the late 

1800s, tattoos were still illegal, but artists were allowed to set up shops for foreign sailors. ③ A number 

of these sailors became permanent residents of Japan. ④ In the 1940s, the ban against tattoos was lifted, 

though they never became very popular.  

     In present-day Japan, the main issue with tattoos is that they are associated with the yakuza, or 

Japanese mafia. They are so feared that many businesses in Japan will not serve people with tattoos. 

a. ⓐ b. ⓑ c. ⓒ d. ⓓ 
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Interestingly, members of the yakuza no longer get tattoos for this very reason. They are involved in more 

white-collar crimes, such as loan-sharking or blackmailing.    

     People with visible tattoos are often ______________. Public baths often do not allow people with 

tattoos to enter. ⓐ Those with tattoos have also been kicked out of gyms and resorts when they were 

discovered to have them. ⓑ Some people have been asked to leave after being served a meal at a 

restaurant. Some have even been denied life insurance policies.  

     A famous quote describing Japan states, “The nail that stands up gets hammered down.” ⓒ Japan 

is a very strong collective society. It is important that people fit in. ⓓ This feeling is so strong that 

people who get tattoos may not be hired or may be terminated if they are seen.  

     Tattoos are becoming more commonplace in Western countries like America. This casual attitude 

toward tattoos is spreading to some subcultures of Japanese youth, as well. Pop stars are beginning to 

wear their tattoos openly. Attitudes are changing, but it is still quite difficult to find a tattoo artist in Japan 

outside of major cities. It is believed that there are only 300 in the entire nation. Many can only be found 

through word of mouth. 

 

1. Choose the sentence that does not fit the flow of the reading. 

a. ① b. ② c. ③ d. ④ 

 

2. What is NOT true according to the reading? 

a. Tattoo shops in Japan are not advertised openly.  

b. People in Japan associate tattoos with criminals.  

c. Tattoos were originally given to people who broke laws.  

d. Younger generations are becoming more accepting of tattoos. 

 

3. Choose the word or phrase that best fit in the blank. 

a. treated differently b. given more respect 

c. visitors at public baths  d. misunderstood by the public 

 

4. Where is the best place to insert the sentence below? 

People who do not fit in are often seen as threatening or unusual. 

 

5. What is the purpose of this reading? 

a. To describe the origins of elaborate tattoo designs in Japan 

b. To show how attitudes toward tattoos have changed over time  

c. To give the reasons that the yakuza no longer get tattoos 

d. To convince employers to hire people with tattoos 

a. ⓐ b. ⓑ c. ⓒ d. ⓓ 


