Reading Builder 2 – Answer Key


Unit 1 Greetings from Germany

Pre-reading 
1. She is writing a letter.

2. I think she is writing to a friend.

3. Yes, my pen pal lived in Spain.

Vocabulary Review
1. b
2. a
3. f
4. e
5. d
6. c

Word Practice: 1. d
2. a
3. b
4. a

Reading Comprehension: 1. a

2. d
3. c
4. d

Focus On  
Pronouns: 1. b
2. a 
3. b 
4. b 

Words and Phrases
1. take it easy

2. take – for a

3. keep up with

Summary
1. address
2. crazy about

3. challenging

4. active 
5. relax

Story Summary

Carol lives in New York. Her mom is a doctor and her father is a teacher. She has two younger sisters, Kristen and Kathy. Carol’s family really loves hiking and swimming. They do these things together at least once a week. Carol also has a hobby. She likes to collect toys. 

Speaking : 1. b

2. d
3. a
4. c

Vocabulary Review: 1. b
2. d
3. c
4. c

Unit 2 Message in a Bottle

Pre-reading 

1. I see a piece of paper or a letter in the bottle.

2. I think a girl wrote it.

3. I think the bottle came from somewhere far away.

Vocabulary Preview
1. f
2. c
3. a
4. e
5. d
6. b

Word Practice: 1. c 
2. a
3. b
4. c

Reading Comprehension: 1. b

2. b
3. d
4. c
Focus On  Order: 1. a

2. b
3. d
4. c

Words and Phrases
1. into thin air

2. have no regrets
3. As time passed

Summary
1. messages
2. currents
3. various 
4. stuck 
5. seaweed

Story Summary

Daniel is going to do an experiment about the currents in a river. He will use red and blue toy boats. First, he will put the boats in different parts of the river. The red one will go on the right side and the blue one will go in the middle. Then, he will see how fast they go. The faster boat will show the faster current.

Speaking
1. d
2. a
3. b
4. c

Vocabulary Review
Across: 1. address
2. message
3. current

Down: 4. seaweed

Unit 3 Pocahontas

Pre-reading
1. I think she is from America. 

2. She lived a long time ago. 

3. I think the girl is cooking food, and the fox wants the girl’s food. 

Vocabulary Preview
1. d
2. c
3. f
4. a
5. b
6. e

Word Practice
1. nickname
2. problems
3. relationship

4. colonies

Reading Comprehension
1. c
2. b
3. d
4. d

Focus On  Same or Opposite

1. S
2. O
3. S
4. O

Words and Phrases
1. is (also) known as

2. belongs to

3. lead to

Summary
1. nickname
2. Native American
3. chief

4. relationship   
5. colony

Story Summary

Sacagawea is a famous person in American history. She was a Native American woman who lived 300 years ago. She helped two famous Europeans travel through North America. She showed them the best way to travel and helped them get food and water. Because of her, Europeans could make colonies in North America. 

Speaking: 1. d

2. b
3. a
4. c

Vocabulary Review: 1. d
2. a
3. a
4. d

Unit 4 Dogs of the World

Pre-reading
1. I think the dog is with the cow because it is showing it where to go.

2. I think the cow will move.

3. I think this dog guides the cows and sheep.

Vocabulary Preview
1. c
2. d
3. a
4. b
5. f
6. e

Word Practice
1.hunts 
2.characteristics

3. outrun
4. trained

Reading Comprehension
1. c
2. c
3. a
4. a

Focus On  Subjects: 1. d
        2. a
   3. b

4. c
Words and Phrases
1. suit (her) needs
2. get around

3. outrun

Summary
1. bred for
2. require
3. situations
4. outrun
5. shepherds

Story Summary

Andy’s favorite dog is the Jack Russell Terrier. They are small and cute. They have curly hair and are usually brown or black in color. Andy likes these dogs because they are friendly and they have a lot of energy. In the past, they were bred to hunt small animals. They needed a lot of energy for that.

Speaking: 1. c

2. a
3. b
4. d

Vocabulary Review: 1. a
2. d
3. c
4. D
Unit 5 The Dead Sea Scrolls
Pre-reading
1. I see an old piece of paper with writing on it.

2. I don’t know—maybe some kind of Middle Eastern language.

3. I think this is important because it can give us information about the past.

Vocabulary Preview
1. a
2. b
3. f
4. c
5. e
6. d
Word Practice
1. d
2. a
3. b
4. a

Reading Comprehension
1. c
2. d 
3. b
4. a

Focus On  Verbs

1. imagined
2. found
3. searched
4. studying

Words and Phrases
1. tended the

2. of the (20th) century

3. date from

Summary
1. scrolls
2. shepherd
3. cave

4. treasure
5. valuable

Story Summary

Ricky knows about the discovery of the Rosetta stone. It is an old stone that was found in Egypt. It dates back to 196 AD. The Rosetta stone is important because it has lots of old writing on it. After researchers studied the stone, they could understand old Egyptian writing. The Rosetta stone helped us understand the past.

Speaking
1. a
2. c
3. d
4. b

Vocabulary Review
1. d
2. c
3. b
4. a 

Unit 6 Fun on the Mountain!

Pre-reading
1. This is a mountain or a ski resort.

2. I can ski and snowboard on the mountain. I can also eat and stay in the resort. 

3. I like to go skiing or sledding.

Vocabulary Preview: 
1. f
2. e
3. a
4. b
5. c
6. d

Word Practice: 
1. expert
2. raffle

3. resort
4. pass

Reading Comprehension: 
1. d

2. a
3. b
4. a

Focus On  Meaning: 

1. d
2. b
3. c
4. a

Words and Phrases
1. draw

2. fill out  
3. at a discount

Summary
1. experts
2. entertainment
3. raffle
4. passes
5. packages

Story Summary

The special resort that Trina knows is the Summer Sun Resort. It is a beach resort in Hawaii. At this resort, people can do many things. People can swim, surf, or even learn how to waterski. A special thing about the Summer Sun Resort is that it is cheaper for families to go. They get a discount of 20 percent.

Speaking : 1. c

2. b
3. a
4. d

Vocabulary Review
Across: 2. raffle
4. expert

Down: 1. explore
3. lodge

Unit 7  Understanding the Heart

Pre-reading
1. He is holding a heart-shaped balloon.

2. My heart is in my chest.

3. My heart moves my blood all around my body.

Vocabulary Preview
1. d
2. f
3. b
4. e
5. a
6. c 

Word Practice: 1. organs
2. pumped
3. about
4. heartbeat

Reading Comprehension
1. b
2. b
3. a
4. b

Focus On  Meaning
1. T
2. F
3. T
4. F

Words and Phrases
1. end to end

2. line up

3. supply (oxygen) to

Summary
1. organ
2. heartbeat
3. supplying
4. circulatory
5. arteries

Story Summary

The skin is the biggest organ of the body. It weighs over four kilograms or 300 ounces. The skin is important for our health. It protects us against serious illnesses and helps control our body temperature. Without our skin, we would easily overheat and become sick.

Speaking
1. b
2. d
3. a
4. c

Vocabulary Review
1. a
2. a
3. d
4. a

Unit 8 The Championship

Pre-reading
1. The family is watching baseball.

2. Yes, I have played this sport.

3. Yes, I really like the New York Yankees.

Vocabulary Preview
1. b
2. d
3. f
4. a
5. c
6. e

Word Practice
1. c
2. a
3. a
4. c

Reading Comprehension
1. d
2. a
3. b
4. d

Focus On  Same or Opposite

1. O
2. O
3. S
4. S

Words and Phrases
1. hard to say

2. make the cut

3. 1st/first place

Summary
1. annual
2. rounds
3. advancing
4. remain
5. compete

Story Summary

There was an exciting soccer game last night. Brazil and Germany were playing. They are both good teams. It was a regular game, not a tournament game. It was exciting because both teams played so well. In the end, Brazil won by only one point.

Speaking
1. d
2. c
3. b
4. a

Vocabulary Review
1. c
2. b
3. d
4. c

Unit 9 What’s a Riddle?

Pre-reading
1. I see a crossword puzzle in the picture.

2. A puzzle that I speak is called a riddle.

3. I know this riddle: Why did the chicken cross the road? To get to the other side!

Vocabulary Preview: 1. c
2. d
3. f
4. e
5. a
6. b

Word Practice: 1. quiet 
2. confused
3. cheat

4. answer

Reading Comprehension: 1. a
    2. b
    3. b
    4. b

Focus On  Subjects: 1. d
2. a
3. b
4. c

Words and Phrases
1. is into
2. get it

3. am supposed to

Summary: 1. riddles
  2. confused
    3. clues
4. answer
5. get it

Story Summary

This is the riddle that Mark knows: “The rich want it. The poor have it. If you eat it, you will die.” The answer is “nothing.” Rich people don’t need anything, so they want nothing. Poor people don’t have any money, so they have nothing. And if you eat nothing, you will die. Mark thinks that it is a great riddle. 

Speaking: 1. c

2. b
3. d
4. a

Vocabulary Review: 1. b
2. a
3. a
4. d

Unit 10 White Mountain Ski Shop

Pre-reading
1. They are on a mountain.

2. They have: skis, poles, and goggles.

3. They are going to go skiing.

Vocabulary Preview
1. d
2. c
3. f
4. b
5. e
6. a
Word Practice
1. advanced
2. pole 
   3. private
   4. rented

Reading Comprehension
1. b
2. a
3. a
4. c


Focus On  Meaning
1. F
2. F
3. T
4. T

Words and Phrases
1. a quick leaner

2. bring (Janet) along

3. arranged for

Summary
1. equipment
2. bring      3. rent        4. arranged        5. slopes

Story Summary

Karl tried surfing last year. He went with some friends to Paradise Beach. In order to surf, he needed a surfboard and a wet suit. He didn’t have them so he rented them. At first, surfing was difficult for him. But, after a while, it was exciting.

Speaking
1. a
2. c
3. d     4. b

Vocabulary Review
Across: 4. private

Down: 1. encourage

2. advanced

3. compete

Unit 11 The Power of Wind

Pre-reading
1. I see a windmill.

2. Yes, we have some of these in my country.

3. They are used to make power.

Vocabulary Preview
1. c
2. e
3. f
4. a
5. d
6. b

Word Practice
1. c 
2. b
3. c
4. a

Reading Comprehension
1. d
2. a
3. a
4. d

Focus On  Order

1. b
2. d
3. c 
4. a

Words and Phrases
1. a region of

2. source of

3. makes sense

Summary
1. structures
2. grain
3. farms
4. turbines
5. electricity

Story Summary

Kevin has seen windmills in real life. There are windmills in the desert regions of California. These windmills are turbine windmills, and are used to produce electricity. Most of the turbines are in wind farms, but some stand on their own. 

Speaking
1. c
2. d
3. a
4. b

Vocabulary Review
1. c
2. c
3. a
4. d

Unit 12 A Letter from Mexico

Pre-reading
1. I see an old building or castle and the coast. I see a pyramid-shaped structure with many steps. 
2. I’m not sure, but I think it’s in Mexico.
3. I think people built these to protect themselves and their city.

Vocabulary Preview
1. c
2. d
3. f
4. b
5. a
6. e

Word Practice
1. a 
2. a
3. c
4. a

Reading Comprehension
1. d
2. b
3. b
4. d

Focus On Synonyms
1. c
2. a
3. d
4. b

Words and Phrases
1. on foot
2. At last
3. was founded by

Summary: 1. Gulf
    2. Germany
       3. founded by       4. fortress         5. mild

Story Summary

Mike’s pen pal, Lucy, is from Canada. She lives in Victoria, which is in the southern region of Vancouver Island. Lucy’s family lives near the ocean. In fact, they live beside the harbor. Lucy’s family has a boat and they often go sailing. 

Speaking: 1. a
    2. c
    3. d
    4. b

Vocabulary Review: 1. b
2. a
3. d 
4. c 

Unit 13 A Penny Saved

Pre-reading
1. A piggy bank and some coins are in the picture.

2. You can put money inside a piggy bank.
3. It helps you save money because you can’t take the money back out once you put it in. 
Vocabulary Preview
1. a
2. f
3. e
4. b
 5. c
6. d

Word Practice
1. tutoring
2. allowance
3. lucky 
4. earn

Reading Comprehension
1. d
2. b
3. d
4. d

Focus On  Same or Opposite

1. S
2. S
3. S
4. O

Words and Phrases
1. help out
2. have the money for
     3. no time like the present

Summary: 1. allowance

2. present
3. Part-time
4. tutoring
5. saved 

Story Summary

James needs some extra money to buy a special comic book. The comic book is ten dollars, but he only has two dollars. James is going to ask his parents for the money. But last time he asked them for money, they said no. If they say no again, he will try to do some babysitting.

Speaking: 1. d
     2. a
     3. b
     4. c

Vocabulary Review: 1. d
2. b
3. b
4. a

Unit 14 Weather Watch!

Pre-reading
1. Dangerous weather is severe storms, like hurricanes or tornados.

2. We know about this kind of weather from the news or weather reports.

3. In this kind of weather, I should stay inside.

Vocabulary Preview
1. c
2. f
3. b
4. e
5. d
6. a

Word Practice
1. a
2. a
3. c
4. c

Reading Comprehension
1. a
2. c
3. c 
4. c

Focus On  Pronouns

1. d
2. a
3. c 
4. b

Words and Phrases
1. well before
         2. just off
        3. take precautions

Summary
1. season
2. exactly
3. flooding
4. precautions
5. hotline

Story Summary

Casey listened to the weather report on the radio. The reporter said that it will be snowy tomorrow. There will be a snowstorm. Diana is excited because she loves the snow. The temperature will be around 0 degrees, and the snow will continue for a few days.

Speaking
1. c
2. a
3. d
4. b

Vocabulary Review
Across: 3. station
4. hit

Down: 1. tutor

2. exactly


Unit 15 Your Powerful Lungs

Pre-reading
1. The baby is holding her breath. The baby is laughing.
2. His lungs are helping him to do this.
3. I think the heart is the most important organ in my body.

Vocabulary Preview
1. d
2. b
3. e
4. a
5. c
6. f 
Word Practice
1. b
2. d
3. b
4. a



Reading Comprehension
1. b
2. a
3. c
4. a 

Focus On  Meaning
1. T
2. F 
3. T 
4. T 

Words and Phrases
1. is responsible for
2. make room for
   3. draw in

Summary
1. responsible
2. expands 
3. draw
4. consist
5. sponge 

Story Summary

Gazelles mostly live in Africa and some parts of Asia. They are interesting animals because they have powerful legs. They can run very fast for a long time. Gazelles are also powerful jumpers. Their legs help them escape from animals like the cheetah. 

Speaking: 1. b

2. d 
3. c 
4. a 

Vocabulary Review: 1. d
2. d 
3. c
4. a 

Unit 16 Weird Weather

Pre-reading
1. I see heavy rain in the picture.

2. Yes, I have experienced strange weather. It snowed in June one year.

3. Maybe more frogs come out in weird weather.

Vocabulary Preview
1. c
2. d 
3. f 
4. a 
5. b 
6. e 

Word Practice
1. b
2. b
3. a
4. c



Reading Comprehension
1. d
2. b
3. d
4. c 

Focus On Order

1. c
2. a 
3. d 
4. b 

Words and Phrases
1. let go
2. taken aback 
   3. apparently

Summary
1. Residents
2. taken aback    3. expecting     
4. weird
5. Apparently 

Story Summary

There was weird weather last week in New York. It was June, so residents of New York were expecting sunny weather. Instead, they got a huge snowfall. Because of this weird weather, people couldn’t drive in the streets. It was difficult for people to get to work, and schools were closed.

Speaking: 1. d
     2. a 
3. b 
4. c 

Vocabulary Review: 1. b
2. a 
3. a
4. d 

Unit 17 My Favorite Things

Pre-reading
1. I can see lots of stuffed toys in the picture.

2. I like stuffed toys. I think they are cute.

3. Yes, I collect toy cars.

Vocabulary Preview
1. a
2. d 
3. f 
4. e 
5. b 
6. c 

Word Practice
1. c
2. a
3. c
4. d



Reading Comprehension
1. b
2. a 
3. b
4. c 

Focus On Describing Words

1. jealous
2. messy 
3. silly 

4. stuffed

Words and Phrases
1. all over
2. taking up
   3. set on 

Summary
1. stuffed animals
2. complains 
3. take up
4. messy
5. cool 

Story Summary

John collects cars. He has over fifty different cars. He has plastic cars, wooden cars, glass cars, and even a gold car. John thinks cars are fun. Plus, he likes to race them! He wants to collect at least two hundred cars.

Speaking
1. a
2. c 
3. d 
4. b 

Vocabulary Review
1. d
2. a 
3. b
4. d

Unit 18 Preparing for a Hurricane

Pre-reading
1. I think it is a hurricane. It is a sign pointing to the hurricane excavation route.
2. I should have a flashlight and some water during a weather emergency.

3. I can talk to my family or sleep.

Vocabulary Preview
1. a
2. d
3. f 
4. b 
5. e 
6. c 

Word Practice: 1. just in case

2. went out
3. important
4. last



Reading Comprehension: 1. d

2. d 
3. c
4. d

Focus On  Form: 1. bottled
2. prepared 
3. electrical 
4. damaging 

Words and Phrases
1. on her way
2. just in case 
   3. battery-operated

Summary
1. damage
2. pollute 
3. go out
4. in case
5. flashlight 

Story Summary

There was a big storm last summer.  During the storm, there was a lot of rain and wind. Luckily, there wasn’t much damage. Only a few houses were flooded.  During the storm, the girl stayed home and watched TV. The boy couldn’t watch TV because the electricity went out.

Speaking: 1. d
    2. a    3. b 
  4. c 

Vocabulary Review
Across: 4. forecast

Down: 1. battery
2. pollute
3. jealous

Unit 19 The Amazing Cockroach

Pre-reading
1. I see a cockroach in the picture.

2. I don’t like these bugs. I think they are dirty.

3. I know that cockroaches are really difficult to kill.

Vocabulary Preview: 1. a
2. f 
3. b 
4. e 
5. d 
6. c 

Word Practice: 1. c
2. a
3. a
4. b



Reading Comprehension: 1. c    2. b 
    3. d
    4. c 

Focus On Synonyms: 1. c
2. b 
3. d 
4. a 

Words and Phrases
1. go for
2. If I have to 
   3. strong point 

Summary
1. insects 
2. survivors 
3. sensing
4. vacuum cleaner 
5. confuses 

Story Summary

Ants are interesting. They are very strong. They can carry things that are 20 times their own weight. A special thing about them is that they have two stomachs. They use one to save food in for later. The weak point of ants is that they are slow. It’s easy for other insects to catch them.

Speaking
1. d
2. c 
3. a 
4. b 

Vocabulary Review: 1. c
2. d 
3. b
4. b 

Unit 20 An Interview with a Brave Boy

Pre-reading
1. A storm is brewing in the picture. A storm is coming.
2. I should stay inside at this time.

3. The safest room in my house is the bathroom.

Vocabulary Preview
1. f
2. b 
3. a 
4. e 
5. d 
6. c 

Word Practice; 1. interviewed

2. remember
3. mattress
4. tore apart



Reading Comprehension: 1. a

2. a 
3. c
4. b

Focus On  Order: 1. b

2. c 
3. d 
4. a 

Words and Phrases
1. tear (paper) apart
2. manage to 
   3. with (no) warning

Summary
1. reporter
2. terrifying 
3. torn apart
4. mattress
5. bathtub

Story Summary

Tornados cause another kind of emergency situation. If there’s a tornado, people should go into an underground room, like a basement. They should also hide under a table. It can keep things from falling on them. This is how people can stay safer during a tornado.

Speaking: 1. c 
     2. d 
3. a 
4. b 

Vocabulary Review: 1. a
2. b 
3. d
4. b 
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