Test Bank

How to Use These Files

The Reading Challenge Test Bank is designed for courses using the Reading Challenge series. Instructors may utilize parts of these files in their original forms, or instructors may adapt the material to suit the needs of their particular course.

The Reading Challenge Test Bank questions are divided into two broad categories: vocabulary and reading comprehension. The reading comprehension questions test skills ranging from main idea and detail recognition to making inferences to understanding vocabulary in context. Question forms include multiple choice and fill-in-the-blank items. Instructors may copy and paste these materials together to create exams for their courses. Depending on the length of the exam required, instructors may use all of the Test Bank material for each unit covered in the course, or instructors may select only a few questions from various units.

For example, after covering units 1 through 5 in Reading Challenge 1, an instructor may wish to create a one-hour exam based on these units. In order to create this exam, the following materials from the Reading Challenge 1 Test Bank are available:


25 multiple choice vocabulary test items (5 items per unit, from 1-5)


25 fill-in-the-blank vocabulary test items (5 items per unit, from 1-5)


15 multiple choice reading comprehension test items (3 items per unit, from 1-5)


10 fill-in-the-blank reading comprehension test items (2 items per unit, from 1-5)

All together, this would be too much material for a one-hour test. Therefore, the instructor needs to select from this material the items to include on the test. The following steps for exam construction are explained for the process of constructing a one-hour test based on units 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 of Reading Challenge 1.

Steps for exam construction:

1. Based on available material from the Test Bank, outline the test format.

Sample outline for a one-hour test:


10 multiple choice vocabulary questions


10 fill-in-the-blank vocabulary questions


6 multiple choice reading comprehension questions


2 fill-in-the-blank reading comprehension questions

2. Select 10 multiple choice vocabulary test items from among the 25 available in the Test Bank. Arrange the selected vocabulary test items in random order and number them 1 through 10. Cut and paste the instructions for this section of the exam above the numbered vocabulary test items.

3. Select 2 paragraphs with 5 blanks each (10 fill-in-the-blank vocabulary test items) from among the 5 available paragraphs in the Test Bank. Number the blanks in each paragraph consecutively 11 through 20. Cut and paste the instructions for this section of the exam above the eight word choices before the first paragraph.

4. Select 2 readings (including the 6 accompanying multiple choice reading comprehension test items and 2 accompanying short answer reading comprehension test items) from among the 5 available readings in the Test Bank. Since the test outline above includes only one fill-in-the-blank reading comprehension test item per reading, choose one of the fill-in-the-blank test items to accompany each reading. Delete the unwanted fill-in-the-blank test items. Number the reading comprehension test items and the fill-in-the-blank test item for the first passage 21 through 24. Number the reading comprehension and fill-in-the-blank test items for the second passage 25 through 28. Cut and paste the instructions for this section of the exam above the first reading.

5. Read through the complete test and adjust questions to suit the level of the course. Be sure to check that all questions with line number references in the multiple-choices following the reading passages still match the actual line numbers of the readings. Default format settings on different computers may sometimes change the number of lines in a passage.

6. At this point, all of the answers should still be marked as they appear in the Test Bank. Print the exam and use this copy as the answer key. Then delete all of the asterisks that mark correct answer choices. Also, delete the words in “all caps” beside the blanks in the fill-in-the-blank vocabulary questions and reading comprehension questions. Finally, print this file without answers as the course exam.

7. Assign point values for each question item on the exam. 

     EX:  Vocabulary (1 point each) 
 



= 20 points


 Reading Comprehension Multiple Choice (1 point each) 
= 6 points


 Reading Comprehension Fill-in-the-blanks (2 points each) 
= 4 points







       Total 

= 30 points

Note: For instructors planning to utilize the Test Bank to create multiple exams, including quizzes, midterms, and finals, it is useful to create a system to mark which test items were already utilized on earlier exams in the course. Test items that were not selected for the exam covering units 1 through 5 could then be included on the midterm or final.

Reading Challenge 1 

Unit 1: The Ice Hotel

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
I have a(n) _______ jacket. It’s the only one of its kind.

(A) surprisingly

(B) unique 
(C) fur

(D) unusual

This room is so ______. I really enjoy sitting and relaxing here.

(A) cozy 
(B) freezing

(C) favorite

(D) unique
I thought it was freezing outside, but the _______ is close to 10o.
(A) atmosphere
(B) ice
(C) temperature 
(D) furniture
Joe is usually late, but he was ______ early today.
(A) surprising

(B) surprised 
(C) surprisingly 
(D) unusual

My warmest coat is made from rabbit ______.

(A) cozy

(B) ice

(C) unusual

(D) fur 
Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
popular

fantastic

unique
       
made of 

surprisingly

favorite

cozy

atmosphere

The most _____ place for people to visit in India is the Taj Mahal. This building is _____ --there is no other like it. It is _____ white stone. It also has a lot of _____ artwork. _____, this building took 22 years and 20,000 people to build. 

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
The Ice Hotel in Québec is becoming more and more popular. More than 50,000 people visit it within three months each year. But this hotel is not permanent. It melts every spring. So it must be rebuilt for visitors every December. Can you guess how this hotel is made? The Ice Hotel is only made of ice and snow, but workers first put up wood and steel frames. Snow is then put into the spaces between the frames. Three days later, the frames are taken away. After that, the workers use ice blocks to make furniture and other inside parts of the hotel. It takes about 20 workers and one month to completely finish the Ice Hotel. 

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the best title for this reading?

(A) Why the Ice Hotel Is Popular

(B) The Workers at the Ice Hotel

(C) How to Get to the Ice Hotel

(D) The Making of the Ice Hotel  
Why do workers use wood and steel?

(A) To make wood walls for the hotel

(B) To make a shape for the snow walls  
(C) To make the hotel pretty

(D) To make the hotel permanent

What do “frames” in line 6 refer to?

(A) Something around a picture

(B) Something to give shape  
(C) Something to catch animals

(D) Something written, like a plan

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
What things are _____ _____ used to make?

-things for guests to sit on

-other _____ inside the hotel

How many people work on the Ice Hotel?

______ people ________ ______ the Ice Hotel.

Unit 2: Food Firsts

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
He has three sports cars. He is a _______ person.

(A) poor

(B) heavy

(C) wealthy  
(D) tasty

If you are hungry, ______________. Don’t wait for us.

(A) find out

(B) dig in  
(C) dig out

(D) turn off

She ________ that she will get a promotion at work.

(A) told off

(B) found out  
(C) created

(D) paid

Honey and jam both _________ very sweet.

(A) taste  
(B) make

(C) give

(D) sound

_____________ that sales assistant, this is the cheapest computer.

(A) In reality

(B) According to  
(C) Introducing

(D) Catching on

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

caught on    
in reality    
wealthy    
creating

spices     
make    
paid   

nearly

Maybe you think donuts are American, but __________ donuts started in Germany and Holland. Now they have ____________ worldwide. People like them because they usually taste sweet. However, in some countries they ________ donuts with meat and ________. Best of all, they are cheap, so you don’t have to be _________ to enjoy them.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

What did you eat for lunch today? If you are similar to a growing number of people worldwide, you consumed a sandwich. Who created the first sandwich? Well, sandwiches were created by the Earl of Sandwich around 1765. The Earl truly loved to play cards, but it was difficult to eat and play cards at the same time. One day, he told his servant to deliver him some meat put between two pieces of bread. People realized that this new dish was a convenient food to eat and the sandwich soon caught on. According to historians, the original sandwich was beef between two slices of toasted bread. Nowadays you can put anything you desire in a sandwich. 

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

What is the best title for this reading?

(A) The Life of the Earl of Sandwich

(B) How Sandwiches Were Invented  
(C) What People Eat for Lunch

(D) What Historians Like to Eat

Why was the sandwich first created?

(A) Because the Earl of sandwich wanted to play cards and eat  
(B) To make people eat more bread

(C) Because people liked the Earl of Sandwich

(D) To make new work for the servants 

What is the best meaning for the word “dish” in line 5?

(A) Something to put food on

(B) A kind of food  
(C) A new rumor

(D) To serve something 

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
The first sandwich was ______ of ________ 
put in two ________ of bread.
Why did sandwiches become popular?

Sandwiches became a ___________ food to eat.

Unit 3: Typhoon Who?
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
Let’s watch the weather channel for __________ about the storm.

(A) informative

(B) information  
(C) meteorologists

(D) history

Hurricanes can put people’s lives in ___________.

(A) destruction

(B) extremely

(C) danger  
(D) tropical

Be sure to  __________  an emergency kit in case of hurricanes!

(A) be careful

(B) keep up

(C) detect

(D)  include 
Tropical storms are more likely to ________ in certain parts of the world.

(A) occur  
(B) predict

(C) hit

(D) make up

The winds in a tropical storm are _________ strong.

(A) extreme 

(B) extremely  
(C) not 

(D) truly

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
warm                informative              think             danger

tropical            information              decide         destructive    

It can be difficult to ______ where to go on vacation. Some countries have ___________ storms. These storms can be very __________. It is best to get  _________ about the country’s weather before you plan your trip. Try to choose a place where there is little _________ of getting caught in a storm.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
There are pilots who fly into hurricanes. They are called Hurricane Hunters. These pilots work for the Air Force Reserve in the Unites States. They fly right into the eye of the hurricane to get important information. The information is sent to the National Hurricane Center. Then the pilots make predictions about the hurricane. The crew uses equipment. It detects the size, strength, and direction of the storm. Six to fifteen  crew members are on the plane. Some of them are meteorologists. The Hurricane Hunters have an important job, but sometimes their flight can be a little scary! 

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the best title for this reading?

(A) Meteorologists on Planes

(B) Information about Hurricanes

(C) Hurricane Hunters  
(D) Planes and Hurricanes

Why are meteorologists on the planes?

(A) They like to hunt.

(B) They study weather.  
(C) They like to fly planes.

(D) They have an important job.

The center of the hurricane is called the ____________.

(A) mouth

(B) crew

(C) eye  
(D) cloud

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.

Why do the planes fly into the hurricanes?

To get _________ about the __________, like ______, _______, and direction. 

What country has Hurricane Hunters?

The _______ ___________.


Unit 4: How Did Those Get in There?

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.

1. Let’s try to ____ the process.

(A) whisper

(B) speed up  
(C) normal

(D) stressful

2. I felt a little ____ before the rehearsal.

(A) nervous  
(B) chemical

(C) stage

(D) butterfly

3. Which is the left side of the ____?

(A) activity

(B) extra

(C) stage  
(D) chemical

4. Sometimes I feel I want to ____ from here.

(A) step out

(B) fly away  
(C) play a role in

(D) affect

5. Let’s ____ directly to his question.

(A) respond 
(B) get rid of

(C) nervous

(D) hardly

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

young

         activity                   stage            
full
stressful 
         mind                 nervous                   stomach

People can get _____ for all sorts of reasons. Performing on ____ is just one of them. Another ____ that can put butterflies in one’s ____ is playing sports. While sports can be fun and relaxing, they can also be ____ and stimulating. Certainly playing sports will get extra cortisol moving in your body.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

Everybody feels butterflies in their stomach once in a while. We experience this sensation when we become nervous. The body increases the production of cortisol. This strengthens the strange feeling in your stomach. It feels like something is moving inside of you. We cannot make our body stop producing this chemical. We can do other things to reduce the feeling of butterflies. Try distracting yourself with another activity. Do some gardening. Go for a walk. Talk to other people about something fun. Try to get your mind off what you are worried about. Your butterflies will go away.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

1. What is the best title for the reading?

(A) I’ve Got Butterflies!

(B) How to Get Butterflies Out of Your Stomach.  
(C) The Effects of Cortisol.

(D) A Funny Feeling.

2. What outdoor activity might be relaxing if you feel nervous? 

(A) Running away
(B) Doing some gardening  
(C) Keep doing the same activity
(D) Work on producing cortisol
3. What is not mentioned in this reading?

(A) Some activities can reduce the feeling of butterflies
(B) Butterflies in your stomach happens to everyone
(C) Being nervous can increase cortisol production
(D) Animals also can get butterflies  
iv. Word Meaning

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.

Which ____ produces the feeling of ____?

It is called ____ 

If you can ______ your ________ feeling, your butterflies will go away.


Unit 5: A Bug’s Sleep
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
He always tells lies. You can’t ________ him.

(A) discover

(B) believe  
(C) respond

(D) hear

I can’t sleep. There is too much ________ outside.

(A) noise  
(B) behavior

(C) funny

(D) mothers 

You keep ____________, so I can’t take your photo.

(A) coming out of

(B) making a noise

(C) moving around  
(D) believing

She didn’t _______ when the teacher called her name.

(A) respond  
(B) discover

(C) show

(D) use

I have many pets. __________, I have 3 rabbits and 2 dogs.

(A) Such as

(B) For example  
(C) Instead

(D) Usually

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
activity 

behavior    
move around 

noise 


come out of 

discover
respond

studies

It is very interesting to watch the _________ of cats. At night, they __________ a lot. During the day, they spend a lot of time sleeping. They _________ their sleep if there is a sudden ________, but they soon fall asleep again. After sleeping, cats are ready for a lot of _____________. 

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
What is the purpose of sleep? Sleep is necessary to repair our bodies and keep us healthy. Old people sleep less, but teenagers need a lot of sleep. Newborn babies are able to sleep up to 60 percent of the day. Adults require approximately seven hours minimum, although some people can manage with less. 

When we sleep, we also dream. Several people are unable to remember their dreams. However, all of us dream. The strongest dreams happen during REM, or rapid eye movement sleep. In REM, our eyes react quickly. Also, our brain activity is similar to when we are awake. According to studies, some animals, like the duck-billed platypus for example, have REM, too. Maybe animals also have dreams. However, we cannot be certain. 

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

What is the main idea of this reading?

(A) What happens when we sleep  
(B) Animals dream too

(C) Teenagers sleep too much

(D) The duck-billed platypus 

What is the best explanation for “require” in line 3?

(A) involve

(B) demand

(C) need  
(D) order
Why do we need sleep?

(A) So we can dream

(B) Because we have REM

(C) So our bodies can be healthy  
(D) Because our eyes move quickly

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
How much sleep do adults need?

Adults need at least ________ _________ of _____.

How much sleep do they need?

Old people: _____ 
Teenagers: ___     _____ 
Babies: ____  60% of the day

Unit 6: He Just Did It!
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
I want to swim fast and set a new  __________.

(A) compete

(B) trophy

(C) skill

(D) record  
I need help.  Could someone please _______________?

(A) lend me a hand  
(B) cheer me 

(C) look up 

(D) hand out

What country are you from? I want to know your __________.

(A) birth

(B) ethnicity  
(C) diversity

(D) ethnic

It is important for athletes to be good ___________ .

(A) famous

(B) professional

(C) role models  
(D) grateful

__________ basketball players are very rich.

(A) Professional  
(B) Role model

(C) Record

(D) Prevented 

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
famous

cheer up
look up to

play

role model
record

professionals

grateful

Sport ________ practice every day. They are ________ because they are good at sports. Some are good ________ for young children.  Children ________ sport professionals. They dream about setting a new ________. 

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

Do you have a favorite athlete? Is this athlete someone you look up to and admire? Many children choose their role models from sports. Some professional athletes are good role models. Others are not. Tiger Woods is a good role model.  He started playing golf when he was two. He worked hard, and now he is a famous golfer. 

Successful athletes have special qualities. They practice very hard. They are dedicated to their sport. They will lend a hand to someone who needs it. These qualities make people good role models. Bad role models are people with bad behavior. They are rude and occasionally get into trouble with the law. Next time you are watching sports, be sure to choose a good role model to cheer for. 

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

What is the best title for this reading? 

(A) Athletes as Role Models 
(B) Having special skills

(C) How to practice hard
(D) Cheering for Bad Behavior
What is a quality of good role models?

(A) They play sports.

(B) They are famous.

(C) They try their best. 
(D) They coach children.

Why should athletes try to be good role models?

(A) They can make more money.

(B) Children are watching them. 
(C) They will become more famous.

(D) They will practice harder. 

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
Why are some people not good role models?

Their _______ is _______ and they are_______.

Who is a good role model? 

Someone who:

-is ________ 

- helps _____________ . 

Unit 7: Not the Normal News

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.

1. She didn’t want to hear any more stories of ____.

(A) source

(B) misery  
(C) unbalanced

(D) exaggerate

2. Can you ____ me with your version of the event?

(A) exaggerate

(B) despair

(C) set up

(D) provide  
3. He sent ____ to the radio personality.

(A) distort

(B) reader

(C) fan mail  
(D) article

4. We are ____ interested in the large one.

(A) mostly  
(B) helpful

(C) society

(D) balanced

5. The professor’s explanation was ____.

(A) concern

(B) article

(C) helpful  
(D) behind

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

production
gets

daily
news media

blog

popular
reason

issue 

Newspapers have been ____ for centuries. The ____ prints many stories about good and bad events. A new source of information is the ____. This is an interactive ____medium. Any viewer can report their own ____. This may lead to an unbalanced view, but it is always interesting. 

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

Byron Reese introduced his feel-good news site – Happy News – in 2005. It became popular almost immediately and gained a following of thousands of readers. Many people like the site because it tells only happy stories. This makes people feel good about their lives and the world they live in. Others do not like the site. They say it portrays a false impression of the reality of the world. The opponents say that bad news should be reported because it tells the truth. But bad news also is popular because it is what people are interested in. It seems today that bad news is more exciting and attractive than good news.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

1. What is the best title for this reading?

(A) Bad News Is Here To Stay

(B) How Reese Made Happy News Popular

(C) The News People Want to Hear  
(D) A False Impression

2. What is the argument of proponents of bad news?

(A) It is sad

(B) It is truthful  
(C) It is more popular than good news

(D) It is here to stay

3. What is inferred at the end of the reading?

(A) Bad news sells.  
(B) Bad news should not be published.

(C) Good news is attractive.

(D) People are interested in both good and bad news.

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.

People like Happy ____ because it tells ____ stories. It makes ____ feel good about their _ and the ____.


Unit 8: The Wright Way to Fly
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
She is not special. She’s just a(n) _____________ girl.

(A) terrible

(B) ordinary  
(C) funny

(D) surprising

I got 100%: a(n) ____________ score.

(A) perfect  
(B) expensive

(C) freezing

(D) ordinary

I’m late because my car _______________.

(A) broke down  
(B) went on

(C) started up

(D) broke up

VCRs, computers, and airplanes are all ____________.

(A) toys

(B) inventors

(C) machines  
(D) automobiles

There’s a(n) ___________ to Tokyo at 6 o’clock.

(A) engine

(B) flight  
(C) glider

(D) machine

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

inventor

flight

perfect

ordinary

successfully

machines
tested

engine

If you want ________ teeth, you need to floss your teeth carefully. The ________ of dental floss was Levi Spear Parmly. He was just an ________ dentist. He ________ many methods to clean teeth. One day, he discovered that a thin thread could ________ clean between teeth.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

Life is so easy for modern people. We can thank inventors like Charles Seeberger and Jesse Reno. They both had ideas for the escalator. Seeberger made the first commercial escalator in 1899. It was made of wood, unlike modern escalators. It was a great success and won a prize. 

In 1902, Reno started a company making “electric stairways.”  The Otis Elevator Company bought up their ideas in 1910. The Otis Elevator Company became the biggest maker of escalators. 

The name “escalator” comes from two existing words. One is the word “scala,” which is Latin for steps. The other word is “elevator.” So escalator means steps that rise.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

What is the best title for this reading?

(A) Escalators are Old

(B) The History of Elevators

(C) The Inventors of Escalators  
(D) The Otis Elevator Company
What is the best explanation for “commercial” in line 3?

(A) Related to buying and selling things  
(B) An advertisement

(C) Original

(D) Having a fast speed
Which of the following is true about the development of escalators?

(A) Seeberger and Reno worked together.

(B) People didn’t like them at first.

(C) Escalators were developed before elevators.

(D) The first escalator was not made of metal.  
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
What was the first escalator made of?

The first _________ was made of _________.

Seeberger:


Reno:

first



second

won a _______
started his own ________

made in _______.
that made _________.
Unit 9: Don’t Trust Me!

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.

1. Stacey installed a ____ on her computer.

(A) hacker

(B) firewall  
(C) tax office

(D) firm

2. She tried to ____ him with a  fake name.

(A) fool  
(B) waste

(C) pretend to

(D) ability

3. How much did he ____ for the installation?

(A) attack

(B) pose

(C) prison

(D) offer  
4. The robber tried to ____ the profile.

(A) confidence

(B) hack into  
(C) illegally

(D) prison

5. Try not to ____ any of the film.

(A) hack into 

(B) firm

(C) waste  
(D) fool

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

security
expert


trusting

manager


means

unfortunately

barrier

company

The ____ hired a ____ ____ to protect its computers. ____ this person did not help. Instead, he advise the company to do something harmful to their computer system. The ____ did not realize this until it was too late. Hired help is not always helpful.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

Sometimes the best person to help with a difficult situation is not who you would expect. This is the case of Kevin Mitnick. He went to prison for hacking computers. Today he helps companies protect their computer systems. He says that the most important thing is to not share important information. Company employees should not give out passwords or computer codes. It only takes one mistake. A hacker only needs one password or code. He can use it to break into a computer system. Then he can steal valuable information, or damage the computer network. These acts can cost a company a lot of money.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

1. What is the main idea of this reading?

(A) Computers are vulnerable.

(B) Don’t share sensitive information.  
(C) Passwords can change.

(D) Don’t talk to hackers.

2. What message is inferred in the first sentence?

(A) There are many kinds of experts.  
(B) Sometimes a person’s name is not known.

(C) Hacking computers requires an expert.

(D) Difficult situations are common.

3. What does the author NOT mention about hacking computers?

(A) The name of a famous hacker

(B) Elements that can be used to break into a computer system

(C) Things that can be stolen by a hacker

(D) The cost of damage that can be done  
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.

What can be used to ___ a computer ____?

· ____ 

· ____ 

This can be ________ from a computer:

· ________ - 

Unit 10: Bugs for Sale

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
_________ are a type of insect.
(A) Seals
(B) Dogs
(C) Beetles 
(D) Creatures
My __________ is collecting insects.
(A) hobby 
(B) harmful
(C) nature
(D) collection
I ___________ of my pets.
(A) experience
(B) hobby
(C) look at 
(D) take good care  
You can buy a drink from the ____________.
(A) home
(B) vending machine 
(C) conservation
(D) bank machine
How did you find such a ________ insect?
(A) rare 
(B) collect
(C) nature
(D) beetle

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

own                
rate            
take good care of           
correct                                                                 beetles

hobby              rare                         

collect
Most people have a ______. Some people like to ______ things. These people collect things that are ______. There are also people who collect ______. No matter what you collect, it is important to _______ your collection.  

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
     Vending machines in Japan are different than in North America. In North America, you can buy snacks and food. You can also buy cigarettes and soft drinks. In Japan, you can buy almost anything. You can buy flowers and toys. You can also buy toilet paper and fried foods. You can even buy beer and books in Japan. These machines are rare in North America. North Americans think they are strange. In Japan, millions of dollars are made from vending machines. Try these machines if you go to Japan. It will be an interesting experience!

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the main idea of this reading?
(A) Vending machines in Japan are different than American vending machines 
(B) Vending machines in America are expensive
(C) Japanese vending machines are not interesting
(D) Vending machines are strange
Why do North Americans think the Japanese machines are strange?
(A) They make several million dollars.
(B) They are interesting.
(C) They sell different snack foods.
(D) They sell unusual things. 
What is the meaning of the word “rare” in line 5?
(A) uncooked
(B) uncommon  
(C) expensive
(D) thin

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
What is different about vending machines in Japan?

______ sell ______ _______.

Can you find vending machines in North America?

Yes, but they don’t sell_____ , _______, or ______ . 


Unit 11: Mona Who?

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.

1. The young boy has thick ____.

(A) identity

(B) intrigue

(C) eyebrows  
(D) landscape

2. She submitted a ____ to the publisher.

(A) artist

(B) manuscript  
(C) intrigue

(D) propose

3. That is an ____ offer.

(A) mystery

(B) without

(C) apparently

(D) attractive  
4. It is ____ not something I would claim. 

(A) positively  
(B) specific

(C) good looking

(D) particular

5. Jane was ____ by the comment.

(A) positively

(B) intrigued  
(C) birth

(D) buff

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

remove 
famous


theory

eyebrows

work

clothing

mystery
identity

The painting of “A Girl with a Pearl Earring” is another ____ painting of a young woman. This ____ was done by the Dutch artist Jan Vermeer. The painting has been called a Dutch version of the Mona Lisa. Like the Mona Lisa, the of the subject is a ____. One ____ is that it is a painting of Vermeer’s oldest daughter, Maria.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

Leonardo da Vinci is a famous artist. One of his most famous paintings is called the Mona Lisa. For many years, the identity of the subject of the painting was not known. Many theories tried to explain who the person in the painting was. Finally, a historian positively identified the subject in 2005. The woman in the painting is a woman named Lisa, and the word Mona means “madam.” There are many other famous portraits in which the subject is not known. It seems artists like to do this. It adds an element of mystery to their work. It also keeps people interested in the painting. We wonder who the person in the painting could be.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

1. What is the best title for this reading?

(A) A Mysterious Element of Art  
(B) Famous women

(C) The Mona Lisa

(D) An Interesting Painting

2. How could one translate the title “Mona Lisa”

(A) Lady Lisa

(B) Madame Lisa  
(C) Lisa the Unknown

(D) The Mysterious Woman

3. What can NOT be inferred from the reading about Leonardo da Vinci. 

(A) He was Italian.  
(B) He painted very well.

(C) He kept some secrets.

(D) His painting became very famous.

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.

Artists like to add an element of ____ to their ____. They want ____ to be ____ in their painting.


Unit 12: Borrowed Words

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
Don’t talk with your mouth _______ food.

(A) full of  
(B) taste

(C) pour on

(D) liquid



The room was full of _______ after I took a shower.

(A) general

(B) steam  
(C) pour on

(D) public

Your back hurts? I will give you a _______.

(A) massage  
(B) party

(C) liquid

(D) steam

_______, the world’s climate has changed.

(A) General

(B) Originally



(C) Over time  
(D) Common times

A soccer player is a kind of _______.

(A) massage

(B) athlete  
(C) public

(D) flavor

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
full of 

general

steam

massage

over time
described
pour on
originally

English is _______ words borrowed from other languages. They are called loan words. _______ they have become normal to speakers of English. We use many loan words when we talk about food. In _______ we say espresso instead of describing “a small cup of strong coffee.” Espresso is _______ an Italian word. When we eat hamburgers, we _______ ketchup, not “tomato flavored sauce.”  

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

A large number of words used in English are originally French. Many of these words entered English in the 11th century. This happened because of cultural contact between France and England. At first, the pronunciation was similar to French. Over time, the word pronunciation changed to sound more like other English words.  Many borrowed French words are about culture and the military. The word “ballet” is a one example. It is a word that comes from French. In fact, it still has a similar pronunciation. Soldier and navy are military words borrowed from French. However, they are now pronounced differently than in French. These are just a few of the many words that were borrowed from French.
Instructions: Choose the best answer.

What is the best title for the reading?

(A) French words in English  
(B) French Culture

(C) French Pronunciation

(D) Borrowing Things

Which of the following are not mentioned in the reading?

(A) The navy

(B) Ballet

(C) Art  
(D) The military

When did many French words enter English?

(A) In the 1000s  
(B) In the 1100s

(C) In the 1200s

(D) 11 years ago 

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
The pronunciation of French loan words _______ to sound like _______ ENGLISH.

Examples of borrowed words:

Words about Culture:
________

Words about Military: _______ and _________ 

Unit 13: Growing Deserts

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
You must _______ if you don’t want to be late.

(A) walk by

(B) speed up  
(C) treat

(D) care for

You need water and good _______ to grow plants.

(A) soil  
(B) damage

(C) useful

(D) mornings

AIDS is a very _______ disease.

(A) treat

(B) ruin

(C) serious  
(D) damage

I like coffee _______ tea.

(A) all over

(B) as well as  
(C) more

(D) milk

You _______ germs when you sneeze.

(A) treat

(B) put

(C) take

(D) spread  
Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
treat  

useful

spreads

grow

damaged
serious 
ruining

soil

Desertification happens when an existing desert _______ across an area. There are two main causes. One cause is a change in weather patterns. Desertification is also caused by the way farmers _______ the land. Farmers ruin the _______ because they let too many animals use the land. Because the soil is _______, few plants can _______. The land is not useful because of desertification.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
The oceans cover 71 percent of the Earth. Over time, the sea level has risen. This is a serious problem. Some islands in the ocean may disappear under the rising seas. For example, scientists think that 80 percent of the Majuro Atoll in the Pacific Ocean will eventually disappear. 

The sea level is rising because the top of the oceans is getting warmer. This makes the water swell. Also, icebergs are melting. This makes more water in the sea, too. Nowadays, sea level is currently rising by 1/10 inch per year. If the sea continues to rise, it will damage tourism and agriculture in many places. People’s homes may be ruined. We need to stop it before it is too late.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

What is the best title for the reading?

(A) Pacific Islands

(B) An Island Adventure

(C) Icebergs

(D) The Rising Seas  
How much of the Earth is covered by land?

(A) 1/10 inch

(B) 71 percent

(C) 80 percent

(D) 29 percent  
Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the text?

(A) Warm sea water swells.

(B) Some islands will be covered in water.

(C) Melting ice is making the sea level rise.

(D) Too much rain makes the sea level rise.  
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
Problems of rising sea level:

1. causes damage to _______ and __________.
2. ruins _______ _______ 
Causes of rising sea level:

1. warmer oceans make the water _______ 
2. melting _______


Unit 14: The Importance of Water

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
I think I’m sick. I need to take my _______.

(A) digestion

(B) kidneys

(C) temperature  
(D) heat

Drinking water helps clean out your _______.

(A) kitchen

(B) kidneys  
(C) nutrients

(D) temperature

The stomach is part of the _______ system.

(A) kidneys

(B) temperature

(C) digestion  
(D) nutrition

Eight glasses of water is a lot to _______ in one day.

(A) swallow

(B) take in  
(C) eliminate

(D) interfere

The doctor will _______ your health.

(A) eliminate

(B) nutrients

(C) check  
(D) temperature

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
nutrients           temperature        digestion                take in 

nutrition            weather           intestines                take out

It is important to _______ about eight glasses of water a day. The body needs water to help with _______. Juice made with water contains important _______ for our body. When the _______ is high, drinking water is important to keep cool.  Water also cleans out the _______. 

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
Drinking water can have many benefits for your body. Water can help you lose weight and make your skin look younger. 

Most people don’t drink enough water. Eight glasses a day is the recommended amount of water a person should drink each day, but don’t take it in all at once. Drinking too much water at once can increase your trips to the washroom. This might interfere with your daily schedule. 

It can also be dangerous to drink too much water while you are exercising. In fact, it can kill you. Therefore, the best advice is to drink until you are no longer thirsty. 

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

What is the best title for this reading?

(A) People don’t drink enough water

(B) Recommended amounts of water  
(C) Water can kill!

(D) Exercise makes you thirsty

According to the reading, what are two benefits of drinking water?

(A) It increases your trips to the washroom and interferes with your schedule.

(B) It can help with weight loss and keep skin looking healthy.  
(C) It can stop you from feeling thirsty and help with exercise. 

(D) It makes you feel full and healthy.

Why shouldn’t you drink too much water at one time?

(A) It can be dangerous.  
(B) You will lose weight.

(C) Your skin will look younger.

(D) You will feel thirsty.

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
What does the phrase “take it in” refer to in line 4?

This phrase refers to _______ eight _______ of _______.

How can people judge if they have had enough water?

When they _______ _______ _______ _______, they have had enough water.


  [


Unit 15: Animal Forecasters

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
Don’t touch that dog! He _______.

(A) hits

(B) predicts

(C) beats

(D) bites  
Some animal behavior can be _______ to the weather.

(A) observed

(B) connected  
(C) beliefs

(D) corrected

I need to _______ on my desk for my keys.

(A) take another look  
(B) search a look

(C) taken a look

(D) find time

A forecaster’s job is to _______ the weather.

(A) produce

(B) treat

(C) predict  
(D) prediction

Yesterday, a big hurricane _______ the East Coast.

(A) predict

(B) heat

(C) observed

(D) hit  
Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
connected
observed

produce
noticed      

corrected
observation

predict

behavior

Animal behavior can be _______ to the weather. Farmers _______ their animal’s _______ changed with the weather.  Scientists also have _______ animal behavior. Some people believe that we can use animal behavior to _______ the weather.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
February second is called Groundhog Day. It is the day the world’s most famous groundhog comes out and predicts the weather. His name is Punxsutawney Phil. 

The traditional belief is that if the groundhog can see its shadow, there will be six more weeks of winter. If it doesn’t see its shadow, then spring is on the way. His weather predictions are recorded every year. Large crowds gather to observe the groundhog as it comes out from its hole. This groundhog is so famous for its weather predictions that a movie was made called Groundhog Day. 

It has become an annual tradition to watch for the groundhog. But don’t get too close to the groundhog, because he might bite!

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

What is the best title for this reading?

(A) Famous groundhogs

(B) Large Crowds!

(C) Groundhog Day  
(D) Spring Is Soon

According to the reading, what happens if the animal sees its shadow?

(A) Winter will be longer.  
(B) Spring will come soon.

(C) It predicts weather.

(D) It comes out of its hole.

Why do people gather to watch the animal come out of its hole?

(A) It’s interesting.

(B) It’s spring.

(C) It’s a tradition.  
(D) It’s summer.

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.

What does the word “its” refer to in line 3?

the _______ 
Are groundhogs friendly animals?

No, they _______ _______.


Unit 16: A Fantastic Mind

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
He has very _______ ideas. No one else thinks like him.

(A) original  
(B) reality

(C) true life

(D) fantasy

My grandmother helps everyone. She is very _______.

(A) enormous

(B) damaged

(C) warm-hearted  
(D) hurt

I _______ my foot when I fell.

(A) enormous

(B) hurt  
(C) made

(D) kept

That film is _______ a true story.

(A) told to

(B) made of

(C) reality

(D) based on  
I’m afraid of _______ things like ghosts.

(A) supernatural  
(B) heavy

(C) charming

(D) animated

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

enormous 
animated 

point out

hurt 

original 
warm-hearted 

fantasy


reality

Doraemon is one of the most popular Japanese _______ characters. He is a blue cat with a very big smile. In fact, his mouth is _______. He is very _______  and always tries to help Nobita, a weak and unlucky boy. Doraemon protects Nobita from getting _______ by others. He has many _______ gadgets that no one else has. For example, he has a “Go Anywhere Door” and a magic pocket.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

You may know animation, but have you heard of claymation? It is an original kind of animation. The word comes from “clay” and “animation.” One of the most famous claymation films is Chicken Run. 

In clay animation, each object or character is made from clay and arranged on the set. Then the scene is filmed. Next, the object or character is moved very slightly by hand. The filmmakers must be careful not to damage the clay. Another shot is taken, and the object is moved slightly again. It takes a very long time to make a claymation film. 

Chicken Run took a production team of 300 people two years to complete. So you can see, the effort involved in claymation is enormous.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the best title for the reading?

(A) What is Claymation?  
(B) Chicken Run

(C) Hard Work

(D) How to Make a Film

Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the reading?

(A) Claymation movies make a lot of money.  
(B) Claymation takes a long time to produce.

(C) The characters are all made of clay.

(D) It is important not to damage the clay.

How long did it take to make Chicken Run?

(A) 300 weeks

(B) We don’t know.

(C) 24 months  
(D) 300 x 2 = 600

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
Claymation means _______ plus _______.

Making a claymation film:

a) make objects from _______ 
b) position objects on the _______ 
c) _______ the scene

d) change objects position slightly by _______ 

Unit 17: Seeing Red

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
I went to bed too late, so I _______ in class.

(A) sensed

(B) nodded off  
(C) concentrated

(D) studied

Her _______ is terrible. She looks ill.

(A) appearance  
(B) sense

(C) confidence

(D) trust

Red and yellow mixed together _______ orange.

(A) sense

(B) color

(C) from

(D) produce  
I can’t _______ because there is too much noise.

(A) feeling

(B) strong

(C) concentrate  
(D) make

The sound of the sea makes the location very _______.

(A) peaceful  
(B) stir up

(C) hardly

(D) turn off

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

produce 
peaceful
stirs up

strong 
 


nod off   
sense
     
confidence
appearance

Colors _______ strong feelings in most people. We all have colors that make us feel good, and colors that we hate. People have _______ when they wear their “lucky” color. Yellow is a _______ bright color. It _______ energetic feelings. Therefore, it may be difficult to _______ if you are in a yellow room. However, colors have a different meaning in different cultures. Yellow is a happy color in Western cultures but is associated with death in some Asian cultures. 

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
We see colors with our eyes. However, imagine if you could hear color. It sounds impossible, but there really are some people who see shapes and colors when they hear music. This condition is called synaesthesia. 

Synaesthesia happens when our senses get mixed. According to scientists, one Swiss musician sees purple when she hears an F sharp. Hearing a C produces red. People with synaesthesia often have high IQs. However, often they don’t have the confidence to discuss their special ability. This is because other people may think they are strange. 

There are many types of this condition. Some people sense taste when they hear music. Others hear a sound when they touch something. 

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

What is the best title for the reading?

(A) Hearing Colors  
(B) Listening to Music

(C) A Swiss Musician

(D) High IQs

What special ability does the Swiss Musician have?

(A) She can play many musical instruments.

(B) She sees various colors when she hears music.  
(C) She tastes different flavors when she hears music.

(D) She is unique in the world.

Why are people with synaesthesia often afraid to talk about it?

(A) They are shy.

(B) They worry about what other people will think.  
(C) They don’t know they have it.

(D) They are not afraid to talk about it.

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
Kinds of synaesthesia:

hear music 
_______ _______ or sense taste

touch objects         hear _______ 
What are the two missing senses?

_______, sight, touch, _______, and smell


Unit 18: Worth Collecting

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
The police officer _______ me a ticket! 

(A) condition

(B) determined

(C) insurance

(D) issued  
Those coins are very _______.

(A) rich

(B) value

(C) valuable  
(D) collection

My son _______ rocks and special stones.

(A) practices

(B) collects  
(C) collection

(D) goes for

I’m planning to learn golf some day _______.

(A) down the road  
(B) up the road

(C) a long time

(D) years away

The dancers _______ a lot before the performance.

(A) popular

(B) determined

(C) practiced  
(D) practical

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

valuable
determine

popular
collect

value

population

correct

go  for

Some people like to _______ things. Sometimes, their collections are very _______. It is a good idea to _______ what are _______ items to collect.  You never know what they might _______ when you sell them. 

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
People collect all kinds of different things. Some of the types of things that people collect include; coins, stamps, rare cards, and toys. There are groups of people who like to collect similar items. If you collect a particular item, there are sure to be other people who like to collect the same thing.

Computers have changed the way people collect things. A person can buy or sell things on the Internet. You can now shop around the world for rare and hard-to-find items for your collection. If you have a collection that you think might be valuable, you can check its worth on the Internet.  

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

What is the main idea of the first paragraph?

(A) Things you can collect  
(B) Computers and collectors

(C) How to collect around the world

(D) Rare collections

What is the best possible meaning of the word “worth” in the last sentence?

(A) Spend

(B) Size

(C) Value  
(D) Shop

According to the reading what is NOT true about the Internet?

(A) You can buy rare things on the Internet.

(B) People sell hard to find items on the Internet.

(C) People use the Internet to collect things.

(D) The Internet has not changed things for collectors.   

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
Give two examples of things you might find in a collection. 

 
_________  and __________ 
What type of things do people like to shop for online?

    _______ and _______ _______ _______  items


Unit 19: Can’t Beat Them? Join Them!

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.

1. The man ____ the company for a million dollars.

(A) sued  
(B) detailed

(C) software

(D) report

2. How much should we spend on ____ this month?

(A) announcement

(B) piracy

(C) product

(D) advertising  
3. It’s best to get the information from the ____.

(A) link

(B) source  
(C) copy 

(D) method

4. Let’s ____ this from another angle.

(A) analyze  
(B) sue

(C) material

(D) connection

5. She took him to ____ over the argument.

(A) piracy

(B) greedy

(C) court  
(D) constant

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

Promote 
happy


commercial
continuous

Piracy

make a difference
promote
advertising

Some musicians don’t mind ____. They see it as a way of getting extra ____ for their music. The ____ radio stations might not play their music. Their record label may be too small to ____ their songs. Selling lots of pirated discs can ____ in concert ticket sales because people learn about the band.  

iii. Reading Passage

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

Piracy is a common problem. People make illegal copies of music or videos and sell them. Often these copies are sold on the street or the internet. The problem is difficult to end. Police sometimes stop a person from selling illegal copies of music on the street. Soon another street seller will appear. The same happens on the internet. One illegal website gets closed and a new one appears. Now companies approach this problem in a creative way. They advertise their products on these websites. When a person sees their product, they might buy it. This way a company can still sell their products and make money without ending piracy.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

1. What is the main idea of this reading?

(A) Piracy is a multi-million dollar industry

(B) Police do not know how to stop piracy

(C) Some illegal websites help companies sell products  
(D) Companies should stop the fight against piracy

2. How do companies join pirates to sell their products?

(A) By paying them to promote them

(B) By putting advertising on their web pages  
(C) By making piracy glamorous

(D) By keeping the price of their products low

3. Why does the author mention street vendors?

(A) To show that piracy is not a new problem  
(B) To link internet pirates with street pirates

(C) To catch the reader’s attention and create suspense

(D) To offer a suggestion on how to end piracy

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.

Police sometimes stop ____ sales on a street, but other ____ material will be sold. On the ____, electronic copies of ____ and ____ are obtained.


Unit 20:  Rich Dogs

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
The TV is broken. You have to _______ it.

(A) repair  
(B) make

(C) pass
(D) send

Melissa is very sad because her grandfather _______ yesterday.

(A) poured in

(B) passed away  
(C) sold out

(D) left behind
People use the euro in France, but they use _______ in England.

(A) dollars

(B) money

(C) pounds  
(D) headlines
She fell in the water, but a man _______ her.

(A) rescued  
(B) liked
(C) inherited

(D) repaired
You forgot to call me yesterday, but it’s _______.

(A) a fortune

(B) no big deal  
(C) small change

(D) passed away

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.

repair

 owner 
 
inherit
          passes away 


no big deal
 pounds        
fortune          rescue

When a pet _______, it is a very sad occasion. If you don’t have a pet, you might say it is_______. However, the _______ of the pet loses an important friend. It is possible to have a funeral for a pet. Some people spend a _______ on their pet’s funeral. In England, it can cost about three hundred _______ to bury a dog. You can even get a special car to carry your dog’s body.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
These days, pets are big business. The best owners spend a fortune on their pets! Of course, there are lots of gourmet pet foods on the market. Now, pet owners can pay for a cat or dog wedding and buy special clothes for their furry friends. 

It seems people in Taiwan are especially interested in their pets. In fact, the number of cat and dog owners has decreased in Taiwan. People are more interested in keeping rabbits, lizards, and turtles. In Taiwan, there is even a special grass restaurant for rabbits. 

Taiwanese pet owners spend an average of $150 a month on their four-legged friends. About 6 percent spend double that. For many of these people, their pet is their best friend.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.

What is the best title for the reading?

(A) Pet Owners in Taiwan

(B) The Cost of Pets  
(C) Rabbits and Lizards

(D) Restaurants in Taiwan

How much money do 6 percent of pet owners in Taiwan spend a month?

(A) $150

(B) $300  
(C) 6 per cent

(D) $6

Which of the following statements is NOT true about the reading?

(A) People in Taiwan don’t buy gourmet pet food.  
(B) One restaurant serves grass.

(C) Cats can have a wedding

(D) People spend a lot of money on their pets.

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
Popular pets in Taiwan

_______, _______, and _______ 
Things for pets:

Cats and Dogs: wedding and _______ 
Rabbits: _______ _______ 
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