Reading Challenge 2 

Test Bank

How to Use These Files

The Reading Challenge Test Bank is designed for courses using the Reading Challenge series. Instructors may utilize parts of these files in their original forms, or instructors may adapt the material to suit the needs of their particular course.

The Reading Challenge Test Bank questions are divided into two broad categories: vocabulary and reading comprehension. The reading comprehension questions test skills ranging from main idea and detail recognition to making inferences to understanding vocabulary in context. Question forms include multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer. Instructors may copy and paste these materials together to create exams for their courses. Depending on the length of the exam required, instructors may use all of the Test Bank material for each unit covered in the course, or instructors may select only a few questions from various units.

For example, after covering units 1 through 5 in Reading Challenge 2, an instructor may wish to create a one-hour exam based on these units. In order to create this exam, the following materials from the Reading Challenge Test Bank are available:


25 multiple choice vocabulary test items (5 items per unit, from 1-5)


25 fill-in-the-blank vocabulary test items (5 items per unit, from 1-5)


15 multiple choice reading comprehension test items (3 items per unit, from 1-5)


10 short answer reading comprehension test items (2 items per unit, from 1-5)

All together, this would be too much material for a one-hour test. Therefore, the instructor needs to select from this material the items to include on the test. The following steps for exam construction are explained for the process of constructing a one-hour test based on units 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 of Reading Challenge 2.

Steps for exam construction:

1. Based on available material from the Test Bank, outline the test format.

Sample outline for a one-hour test:


10 multiple choice vocabulary questions


10 fill-in-the-blank vocabulary questions


6 multiple choice reading comprehension questions


2 short answer reading comprehension questions

2. Select 10 multiple choice vocabulary test items from among the 25 available in the Test Bank. Arrange the selected vocabulary test items in random order and number them 1 through 10. Cut and paste the instructions for this section of the exam above the numbered vocabulary test items.

3. Select 2 paragraphs with 5 blanks each (10 fill-in-the-blank vocabulary test items) from among the 5 available paragraphs in the Test Bank. Number the blanks in each paragraph consecutively 11 through 20. Cut and paste the instructions for this section of the exam above the eight word choices before the first paragraph.

4. Select 2 readings (including the 6 accompanying multiple choice reading comprehension test items and 2 accompanying short answer reading comprehension test items) from among the 5 available readings in the Test Bank. Since the test outline above includes only one short answer reading comprehension test item per reading, choose one of the short answer test items to accompany each reading. Delete the unwanted short answer test items. Number the reading comprehension test items and the short answer test item for the first passage 21 through 24. Number the reading comprehension and short answer test items for the second passage 25 through 28. Cut and paste the instructions for this section of the exam above the first reading.

5. Read through the complete test and adjust questions to suit the level of the course. Be sure to check that all questions with line number references in the multiple-choices following the reading passages still match the actual line numbers of the readings. Default format settings on different computers may sometimes change the number of lines in a passage.

6. At this point, all of the answers should still be marked as they appear in the Test Bank. Print the exam and use this copy as the answer key. Then delete all of the asterisks that mark correct answer choices. Also, delete the words in “all caps” beside the blanks in the fill-in-the-blank vocabulary questions. Delete the sample responses in square brackets after the short answer reading comprehension test items. Finally, print this file without answers as the course exam.

7. Assign point values for each question item on the exam. 

     EX:  Vocabulary (1 point each) 
 



= 20 points


 Reading Comprehension Multiple Choice (1 point each) 
= 6 points


 Reading Comprehension Short Answer (2 points each) 

= 4 points







       Total 

= 30 points

Note: For instructors planning to utilize the Test Bank to create multiple exams, including quizzes, midterms, and finals, it is useful to create a system to mark which test items were already utilized on earlier exams in the course. Test items that were not selected for the exam covering units 1 through 5 could then be included on the midterm or final.

Reading Challenge 2

Unit 1: In the Name of Beauty
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
1. You should study hard, or you’ll _________ failing mathematics.

(A) end up  
(B) maybe

(C) in the end

(D) have to

2. I’m not ready to leave because I haven’t _________ my makeup yet.

(A) worn

(B) painted

(C) applied  
(D) designed

3. I hate the color of this shirt, so I’m going to use _____ to make it blue.

(A) color

(B) dye  
(C) powder

(D) iodine

4. ______________, mountain climbing is quite safe.

(A) Tomorrow

(B) It should be

(C) In case

(D) In some cases  
5. In my ________, it is traditional to shake hands.

(A) culture  
(B) habit

(C) mind

(D) opinion

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
cosmetics

powder

end up


ancient

  improves

poison

in the name of

antique

     _______ appearance, people do strange things. In _______ times, people used _______ on their faces that we now know are like _______. Even today, doctors put things in our bodies to make us look better. These things sometimes _______ hurting us.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
It’s interesting how many parts of beauty can be displayed through clothing styles. Clothing in many cultures is very colorful. In the name of fashion, dye is often applied to cloth. This improves its appearance. There has also been a change in how dyes are created. In modern times, most cloth dyes are chemicals that have been made by scientists. Many years ago, dyes were made from natural things like flower petals, tree bark, and shellfish. In ancient times, dye was bought at the town market. Even today, in some cases, you can see piles of brightly colored powder for sale in local markets. Don’t touch this cloth dye, though, or you’ll end up very colorful yourself! It’s also possible that some dyes for clothing are poisonous, so beware.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the best title for this reading?

(A) Clothing Is Colorful

(B) Clothing Dye – Past and Present  
(C) The History of Clothing

(D) Dangerous Dye

When was all dye natural and NOT chemical?

(A) 10 years ago

(B) Today

(C) In modern times

(D) Long ago 
What is the best meaning for the word “beware” in the last line?

(A) Be careful.  
(B) Put it on. 

(C) Run away.

(D) Pay attention.

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
Why do we apply _____ to __________?

-to make more colorful clothes

-because it is fashionable

-to make it look better


In ancient times, what were dyes made from?

They were _______ from _______ ingredients.
Unit 2: Who Took That Tooth?
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
I _______ you to be my best friend.

(A) know 

(B) custom 
(C) opinion

(D) consider 
There’s something strange happening. Nothing ___________.

(A) goes up

(B) adds up  
(C) ends up

(D) does up

I _______ my dad so much because he is a good man.

(A) count

(B) consider

(C) respect  
(D) inspect

I will be there on time for sure. You can _______ me.

(A) count on  
(B) know

(C) add up

(D) responsible

I need to know details, so please be very ________.

(A) exchange

(B) general

(C) exact  
(D) wee

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
the wee hours

count on
custom

add up

instead of

exchange
mystery       grow in
     It is a _______ in England to tell children to expect a visit from Santa on Christmas Eve. It is a _______ to children how Santa Claus goes around the whole world in one night. It just doesn’t _______! However, they _______ their parents to tell the truth, so they believe it. Later, they are told that their parents bring the presents _______ Santa Claus.
Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
Another visitor to children in the wee hours is the Easter Bunny. This custom has been linked to Germany in the past. Each Easter, children count on the bunny to bring them colorful eggs and candy. The children never know the exact place to find the eggs, so they have to look for them in the morning. In Germany, tradition says that the bunny lays the eggs! It’s a mystery how a bunny can do that. If children are good and respect their parents, the bunny might bring them a lot of eggs and candy. Some children consider the Easter Bunny to be almost as important as Santa Claus.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What does the word “them” refer to in line 4?

(A) children

(B) eggs  
(C) places

(D) bunnies

The writer believes:

(A) the Easter Bunny is real.

(B) the Easter Bunny lives in Germany. 

(C) the Easter Bunny is not real.  
(D) some bunnies can lay eggs.

What is implied by the phrase “almost as important as” in the last line?

(A) Children don’t like the Easter Bunny or Santa Claus. 
(B) Children like the Easter Bunny a little more than Santa Claus.

(C) Children like the Easter Bunny and Santa Claus equally.

(D) Children like the Easter Bunny a little less than Santa Claus.  
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
In Germany, how do Easter eggs arrive?

The Easter _______ _______ the eggs.


What must children do to get many eggs?

Children must be ______ to people and _______ their _______.

Get up _______ _______ _______ and _______ _______ them.
Unit 3: The Ring of Fire
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
She made _________ visits to the doctor when she was pregnant. She went at least twice a month for nine months. 

(A) interested
(B) enormous
(C) frequent  
(D) every

The _____________ of the streets was very slippery because of the ice and snow.

(A) surface  
(B) up

(C) front

(D) place

A molecule of water ___________ one part oxygen and two parts hydrogen. 

(A) comes from

(B) consists of  
(C) is like

(D) is part of 

A car accident on the busy street caused a(n) _________ of other accidents.  

(A) link

(B) connection

(C) coast
(D) chain  
In the future, I hope scientists _____________ easier ways to quit smoking.

(A) make up with

(B) run into
(C) come up with  
(D) go on a

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
flows

theory

continues
constantly

flows

volcano 
slightly

on the mark

     Japanese scientists have been _____________ studying Mount Fuji to check for any sudden increases in volcanic activity. This dormant _______ has not been active for centuries. Recently, however, volcanic activity has increased ____________, about 3% over the past year. Some scientists have a __________ that the volcano might erupt again in the near future. If they are ________________, 13 million people could be in danger.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

There is a theory that 200 million years ago, all of the Earth’s continents used to be connected together into one huge continent. Scientists call this super continent Pangaea. What evidence do they have to support their theory? One important piece of evidence is that he continents of the world fit together like pieces of a puzzle. Their physical shapes and characteristics match.  Also, different continents have identical rocks and minerals in the places that fit together.  For example, the rocks and minerals in eastern South America are the same as those in western Africa. Scientists believe that these materials must have been produced at the same time and same place.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the best title for this reading?

(A) Rocks and Minerals

(B) Support for the Theory of Pangaea  
(C) Comparing South America and Africa

(D) Continents of the World
What is Pangaea?

(A) A very large continent that consisted of only South America and Africa

(B) A scientific theory that helps scientists identify rocks and minerals

(C) A single, large continent that once consisted of all of today’s continents  
(D) The physical shape of a continent

Why do some scientists believe that Pangaea existed?

(A) Different continents have matching shapes and materials.  
(B) Rocks and minerals in eastern South America and western Africa are not the same.

(C) There are many continents in the world.

(D) Pangaea must have been 200 million years old.
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
According to the Pangaea theory, how long ago were the world’s continents all one super continent?

They were connected together ________ _________ years ________.

The eastern part and western part of which two continents have matching shapes and materials?

The eastern part of _______ _______ and the western part of ________ have matching shapes and materials.


Unit 4: Myths about Pimples
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
He was ________ his pimples near the mirror.

(A) washing
(B) popping  
(C) eating
(D) developing
Don’t ________ your skin by washing with that soap.

(A) believe
(B) irritate  
(C) cause
(D) come
He likes to act, but he doesn’t ______ want to act in the play this time.

(A) normally
(B) have to
(C) even
(D) necessarily  
The old man wanted to _______ his body by joining a gym.

(A) develop  
(B) encourage
(C) specialize
(D) try
Swimming is my favorite ___________ of exercise.

(A) way
(B) level
(C) truth
(D) form  
Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
get rid of
grow up

turn into
infection

germs

popped

encourage
picked  
     Having skin problems such as pimples are difficult to _____________.  Sometimes, it can ____________ a more serious _____________, if a person pops their pimples too much. Is there a safe way to cure pimples?  People __________ many traditional ways to fight the common cold. The best advice is to see a specialist and be careful of popping your pimples. You don’t want push the__________ further into your skin .

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

These days many people want to lose weight. Overweight people are being encouraged to eat fewer fatty foods and follow popular diets. However, fatty foods aren’t necessarily the cause of their problems, and popular diets aren’t necessarily the solution.  Some overweight people might just have a problem with their hormone levels. They may need special medicine from their doctors. Also, some types of popular diets can actually be unhealthy, and others may be irritating to the stomach. Kids that are reaching puberty must be very careful about what they eat. Their bodies need proper nutrition to grow, and not all popular diets provide this. It is a good idea to see your doctor before starting any diet.
Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the main idea of this reading?

(A) Be careful about starting a diet.  
(B) Diets are always bad for your health.

(C) Teenagers should never diet.

(D) Fatty-foods are sometimes healthy.

Why should a doctor check an overweight person’s hormone levels before starting a diet?

(A) To recommend the most popular diet

(B) To see if hormone levels are the reason that the person is overweight  
(C) To check if the person’s stomach is irritated

(D) To check if the person has reached puberty

According to the reading, what is true about some popular diets?

(A) They don’t provide enough nutrition for normal growth.  
(B) They are too popular and should not be used.

(C) They have too many fatty foods.

(D) They don’t have enough hormones.
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
What is a recommended action for people before starting a diet?

It is recommended that people ________ a _________ before beginning a diet.

When is it particularly important for children to eat healthy food?

It is particularly important for children to eat healthy food during ________.

Unit 5: I Cut the Cheese
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
I like using this cloth to clean up because it _______ so much water.

(A) has

(B) records

(C) absorbs  
(D) uses

I’m so _______ about acting in the play tonight.

(A) embarrassed

(B) released

(C) nervous  
(D) good

It is _______ to eat a steady high-fat diet.

(A) harmful  
(B) useful

(C) harm

(D) healthy

Mostly, success in school _______ studying hard.

(A) has to do with  
(B) is to do with

(C) is done with

(D) has done with

All animals need food to eat, water to drink, and ______ to breathe.

(A) things

(B) gas

(C) sulfur

(D) oxygen  
Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
admitted       releasing
sooner or later
realizing

source

delay

permit

face up to

     _______ a fart is quite embarrassing sometimes. Once, when I was a kid, I farted loudly in church. People looked around for the _______ of the noise. Later, I _______ to my mom that it was me. She said “_______ that happens to everybody. It’s best to just _______ it.”

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
Joseph Pujol is the most famous farting man ever. He called himself “Le Petomane” on stage. He was from Paris. He performed there in the 1890s at the Moulin Rouge theater. He used to absorb air into his rear and then pass wind in many ways.  Audiences were nervous, but sooner or later they all began to laugh very hard. His success had to do with his jokes. He would say, “This is a very small bunny,” and a small fart would come out. “This is an elephant,” and without delay he would release gas from his rear very loudly! People laughed so hard that they cried. Is it harmful to put air in your rear? It didn’t seem to hurt Joseph Pujol!

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the best title for this reading?

(A) Mr. Pujol, the Fart Artist  
(B) Jokes About Farting

(C) Farts Are Fine

(D) Farting in France

What was Mr. Pujol’s name while performing?

(A) Mr. Pujol

(B) Le Petomane  
(C) Joseph Petomane

(D) Paris

What is the best meaning for “passed wind” in line 3?

(A) went away

(B) went outside 

(C) felt a storm

(D) farted  
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
How did _______ _______ make people _______?

-he put air in his rear

-he told jokes while he _______
-he put air in his rear


Where and when did Le Petomane perform?

In the _______,  he performed at the _______ _______ _______.

Unit 6: Mr. Nintendo

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
It is important to  _____________ people of all ages.

(A) innovative

(B) interact with 
(C)  motion

(D) concept

The basketball players are easy to _________ because they all wear the same uniform.

(A)  ability

(B)   fitness

(C)  groundbreaking

(D) recognize 
Ms. Jones is __________ from a bad cold and won’t be in school today. 

(A) relevant

(B) previously 

(C) suffering  
(D) strategy 

Game ________________ have changed a lot since they were first invented.  

(A) strategy 

(B) suffering 

(C) interact with 

(D) consoles  
History is  _________  modern people because we it helps us learn from our past mistakes.

(A) relevant to  
(B) suffering

(C) industry

(D) fitness

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
relevant to
innovative
concept
                  dedicated               

motion

console

going to
                  complexity

 The _______ of video games has changed. The new Nintendo system is an ________ way of playing games. The ___________ allows you to physically interact with the video game. This makes the video game more ___________ ____ our lives because people can get some exercise while playing games. Each _______ the player makes is used in the game. This gives the player the ability to control the game and exercise, too. Of course, the video games still require the player to use some strategy to win. 

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

The Wii is getting couch potatoes everywhere moving! With traditional video games, people just sit in one spot for a long time. It’s not a good way to get much exercise. The Wii game system changed that. 

While it is better to play the actual sport, people who play Wii sports games do burn calories. The boxing game helps burn the most calories. Tennis comes in at a close second. Researchers say that really playing tennis or boxing is still the best way to get exercise.  However, the exercise you get from these games helps. Since many people have a hard time getting in enough exercise, the Wii is a new game system that can be a part of a healthy life.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the best title for this reading?

(A) People Love Wii Tennis

(B) Wii Boxing Rules Over All Other Games

(C) Why the Wii is a Poor Substitute for Real Exercise

(D) The Wii Helps People Exercise 
What would researchers say is a good way to get exercise?

(A) Watch TV for several hours

(B) Play the new StarCraft game on your home computer

(C) Join a baseball team and play several times a week 
(D) Watch your friends play Wii boxing

According to the reading, how has the Wii changed the life of gamers?

(A) It is a new craze that is sweeping the nation.

(B) It is causing researchers to exercise more often.

(C) It is making them exercise more than traditional video games.  
(D) It is making them lazier than ever before.


Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
According to the passage, what is the best way to get exercise? 

People should __________ play ______ like tennis and boxing. 

How can the Wii be a part of a healthy lifestyle?

Many people have a ______ ______ getting ______ exercise and the Wii can help them exercise.

Unit 7: Are Sports Bad for You?
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
Being late for your job is not _____________.

(A) complete

(B) acceptable  
(C) thorough

(D) carefully

In school, young children are taught the _________ of sharing and kindness.

(A) values  
(B) proper

(C) expenses

(D) supplies

My parents hate loud music, but sometimes they __________ me to listen to loud music in my room. 

(A) give

(B) try

(C) allow  
(D) please 

Last night I ________________ studying until 2:00 a.m. Now I’m so tired.  

(A) found myself out

(B) read myself out

(C) figured myself out

(D) knocked myself out  
I think a university education will have a good _________ on my future.

(A) effect  
(B) place

(C) thought

(D) chance

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
reinforces
allowed

healthy

over and over               

values

effect

aggressive
call someone names

Professional sports are very exciting, but these games can also have a negative __________ on young people who are involved in sports. Athletes are told that they are not ________ to cheat, but they continue to cheat ___________. This does not teach young people good _____________. Instead, it _______________ bad ones.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

In Canada, ice hockey is the most popular sport. Recently, there have been more and more problems with this sport. Players are becoming more aggressive. They call each other names, hit each other, and get into big fights. This kind of behavior is not acceptable because it reinforces the wrong values, especially with young people. 

There is another big problem with the sport of hockey. When players are injured, they often continue playing the game. This sets a bad example for young people because it is dangerous and not healthy for the players. Playing with an injury should not be allowed. If the rules of ice hockey are changed, this sport could have a positive effect on young people’s values.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the best title for this reading?

(A) Why Ice Hockey is Popular in Canada

(B) The Negative Effects of Ice Hockey on Young People  
(C) Why Young People Like Hockey

(D) Healthy Diets for Hockey Players

What is one way the rules of ice hockey could be changed?

(A) Allow players to be more aggressive.

(B) Allow young people to play.

(C) Don’t allow young people to play.

(D) Don’t allow players to be too aggressive.  
According to the reading, how is the sport of ice hockey changing these days?

(A) It is becoming less popular.

(B) It is becoming more popular.

(C) It is becoming more aggressive.  
(D) Fewer players are getting injured.
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
According to the passage, what should happen when a player is injured? 

The player ____________ not ________ _________ to play.

What are two problems with the sport of ice hockey today?

Players are too __________ and are sometimes allowed to play when they are _________. 
Unit 8: May I Have Your Autograph?
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
I __________ nurses and doctors because they help sick people.

(A) care

(B) think

(C) express

(D) admire  
I went to a soccer game and got a famous player to write his __________ on my shirt after the game.

(A) pen

(B) memory

(C) autograph  
(D) place

I’m not _________ to sell all of my old comic books for just $20.

(A) willing  
(B) acting

(C) feeling

(D) doing 

These days, famous ___________, such as movie stars, are very rich.  

(A) doctors

(B) lawyers

(C) entertainers  
(D) careers

I found a better job, and now I ___________ more money.

(A) earn  
(B) am

(C) bring

(D) live

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
matters

depend on
signature
autograph               

sign

throw away
admire

willing

     When you buy a house, you must be ________ to read all the important papers. It __________ a lot that you read them carefully. Do not __________ someone else to explain the information, because only you are responsible. After you buy the house, do not ____________ any important papers with your ______________ on them, because you might need these papers again in the future.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

The science of studying people’s signatures is called graphology. People who study graphology believe they can understand people’s personality types by looking at their signatures. All people sign their name differently. The size, style, and shape of a signature can tell a graphologist a lot about someone’s personality. For example, confident people usually have large signatures and people who are not confident usually have small signatures. Tom Cruise, a famous Hollywood entertainer, has a very large signature. Graphologists have discovered that people who cannot find good jobs often have small signatures. Today, graphology matters because it is used by police to understand criminals and by companies to understand workers.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
Graphology can help us understand someone’s ________________.

(A) fame

(B) health

(C) religion

(D) personality type  
From the reading, we can assume that many people who cannot find good jobs are  __________.

(A) not confident  
(B) confident

(C) strange

(D) famous

These days, _________ and ____________ use graphology to better understand people’s personalities.

(A) police, companies  
(B) Tom Cruise, entertainers

(C) people who cannot find good jobs, graphologists

(D) criminals, workers
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
What three parts of a signature do graphologists study?

They study the ________, _________ and ________ of a signature.

What is graphology?

Graphology is the _______ of studying _______ ________.

Unit 9: Where are Our Jet Packs?

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
Maggie  _____________ bought a new car.

(A)  annual

(B)  around

(C)  recently 
(D)  comic

The _________  person enjoys watching TV and going to the movies.

(A)   propel

(B)  average 
(C)   convention

(D)  hose

The __________ of the giant crane pulled the lever and swung it around. 

(A)  fans

(B)  operator 

(C)  demonstrated

(D)   pump

Most cars run on  ________________ these days.  

(A)  gasoline  

(B)  hose  

(C)  annual

(D)  meter

Many   _________  turned out for the big rock concert.

(A)  operator

(B)  fans 
(C)  jetpack

(D)  inventor 


Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
vision
       century

pulled
           jetpack              

gasoline

pump

connects 
    about

 In the last _______, people could only dream about using jetpacks. Nowadays, a new ________ of the future of transportation is getting clearer. The _________ was something that you only saw in movies. Some inventors have  demonstrated that it is possible to fly without an airplane. One kind of jetpack uses  ___________, like a car. Another kind propels connects you through the air using water. This kind of jetpack needs a ________ and a hose. These jetpacks have been recently been put on the market for sale---at the low price of over $100, 000! 


Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

When the first jetpack was invented, it seemed as if the world was on a bright new course. That new path has led to improved jetpacks that can linger in the air longer and are easier to use.   However, when the initial thrill of owning a jetpack wears off, we find ourselves faced with a variety of serious issues. 
              The first is that they are extraordinarily cumbersome—the pilot’s fitness is important. Are most individuals fit enough to strap on a 100-lbs. backpack for a ride to the store? Another issue involves public safety.  If many people suddenly had jetpacks, would there be more accidents? The third issue involves the government. Will there be jetpack licenses someday?

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the best title for this reading?

(A)  Jetpacks are the Wave of the Future

(B)  The Downside to Jetpacks 
(C)  Cumbersome Jetpacks Help People Go Places

(D)  More Accidents with Jetpacks?

What kind of person would be able to use a jetpack?

(A) A couch potato

(B) A strong person  
(C) A little child 

(D) None of the above

According to the reading, what does the word ‘faced’ mean?

(A) It means confronting or needing to solve a problem. 
(B) It means part of the body where your eyes and mouth are located.

(C) It is referring to putting on your makeup.

(D) It is referring to finding a problem with the face.


Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
According to the passage, what are some issues we need to consider? 

We need to think about _______, _______, and the __________. 

What issue would be related to the government and jetpacks?

People would need a ________ to fly their jetpacks.

Unit 10: Desert Delivery
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
The truck is full; we’ll have to _______ the bikes onto the front of the truck.

(A) wrap

(B) strap  
(C) set

(D) get hold of

Let’s _______ our band; Bill can join us on guitar.

(A) express

(B) spread

(C) except

(D) expand  
Let’s think about that tomorrow. I’m too tired to _______ right now.

(A) rack my brain  
(B) rack one’s brain

(C) wreck my brain

(D) rack brain

I’ll buy a car so that I can be more _______.

(A) better
(B) automobile

(C) mobile  
(D) spare

If your garbage isn’t collected, contact your _______ town office down the road.

(A) local  
(B) city

(C) national

(D) village 

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
spare

shortage
short

get hold of 

entice

effort

stiff

hit on an idea

     Libraries sometimes have a _______ of books on one subject.  However, they also have _______ books on other subjects. One librarian _______ to solve this problem. Librarians could make an _______ to contact each other. They could then _______ other libraries to share books with them.  

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
     Too many people are unfit in North Norfolk, England. The local government has just got hold of a solution to this problem. There is no shortage of gyms, but too many people won’t make the effort to use them. They can’t entice people into gyms in their spare time. Local government officials racked their brains trying to find some other way. The government has now hit on an idea that will expand people’s choices. Their idea was to put a new “Mobile Gym” inside a traveling bus. Old people can just walk across the street to use it. Also, shy people can exercise with their local friends, not just strangers. Maybe the people of North Norfolk will soon be fit and healthy.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the main idea of this reading?

(A) Unfit people in North Norfolk

(B) The Mobile Gym helps people to become fit 
(C) The North Norfolk government has ideas
(D) Too many empty gyms
What does the writer suggest about shy people?

(A) They don’t like exercising with strangers.  
(B) They have many friends.

(C) They are often unfit.

(D) They are lazy.

How does the Mobile Gym move around?

(A) In a bus  
(B) In a truck 

(C) In a box 

(D) In a plane

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
Why does North Norfolk need the Mobile Gym?

- People need to get _______.  

- They are ____ going to other ________.


Who is probably going to use the Mobile Gym?

· _______ people who want a close _____. 

· Shy people who don’t want to _____ with _____.


Unit 11: Shakespeare, Where Are You Now?
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
A mountain climber fell 200 meters and did not _____ the fall.
(A) believe

(B) stay

(C) fly

(D) survive  
I was so hungry, I ate one plate of food and _____.
(A) then some  
(B) over and over
(C) very much

(D) in some cases
At the shopping center, I _____ an old friend from school.

(A) returned on

(B) came across  
(C) surprised to

(D) fell from 

She accidentally _____ her computer, when she knocked it off her desk.  

(A) conditioned

(B) destroyed  
(C) cried

(D) fired

My parents don’t _____ the music I listen to because it’s too loud.

(A) approved 

(B) want to

(C) look on

(D) approve of  
Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
attended
audiences
the world over

destroy               

perform

location

and then some

survive          

     Broadway is a famous _____ in New York City. People _____ come to Broadway to watch the actors, singers, and dancers _____ on stage. Large _____ fill the theatres. Last year, more than two million people _____ Broadway shows.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
     The Cirque du Soleil is a famous group of acrobats and dancers from Canada. They travel the world over performing for large audiences. The performers are very talented and good at their jobs. 
     How can someone join the Cirque du Soleil? Anyone who wants to join must first have an audition. They must perform on stage in front of the Cirque du Soleil judges. The judges watch many performers during an audition. The judges choose only the performers they approve of. They ask these performers to return again for a final audition. Only the best dancers and acrobats who survive both auditions are asked to join the group. The others are asked to come back again when they are more prepared.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What’s the best title for this reading?

(A) Joining the Cirque de Soleil  
(B) The Cirque de Soleil Travels the World

(C) Singing With the Cirque de Soleil

(D) Why the Cirque de Soleil is Famous

What is the best meaning for the word “survive” as used in the second paragraph?

(A) The performers succeed at the auditions.  
(B) The performers are taught a difficult trick.
(C) The performers have a serious accident, but they live.
(D) The performers are not asked to return.
What does a performer have to do before he or she can join the Cirque du Soleil?

(A) Become famous

(B) Travel the world over

(C) Perform at one audition

(D) Perform at two auditions  
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
Which performers can come back for a second audition?

Only _____ _____ the judges _____ _____.
What is the job of the _____?
   -to choose the best performers for the Cirque du Soleil

Unit 12: What’s in a Name?
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
Violent movies can _____ some young people, causing them to act aggressively.

(A) create

(B) think

(C) observe

(D) influence  
My parents still _____ what I can and cannot do, even though I’m 24 years old.

(A) dictate  
(B) give

(C) talk

(D) turn

My high school science teacher was always very helpful and _____ in my decision to study medicine.

(A) depended on
(B) hit on an idea
(C) played a large part  
(D) was named after
_____ to fruits and vegetables, chocolate and candy are not healthy foods.  

(A) As a means
(B) In contrast  
(C) Delicious
(D) Expanding
She’s on a strict diet and is very _____ about what she eats.

(A) particular  
(B) momentous
(C) mobile
(D) local
Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
determined

particular
in contrast
reflect
typically

named after
dictate

ancestors
     When people think of big American cities, they _____ think of New York. Did you know that New York used to belong to Holland? New York was originally _____ the capital city of Holland and was called “New Amsterdam”. In 1664, the British took over the city from the Dutch and decided on a new name for it They _________ that the name would be “New York”. Many of the old Dutch and British buildings are still standing. They _____ the city’s European history and remind people of the influence of America’s European _____.
Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
     When Christopher Columbus arrived in North America in 1492, he mistakenly believed he was in India. He incorrectly named the people he met “Indians.” For over 450 years, the word “Indians” was typically used to describe the people of North America. Unfortunately, many popular 20th century movies used the word “Indians” in a very negative way. In the 1960s, some North American university professors and politicians decided that the name “Indian” had to change. They wanted a less negative name for their people that reflected their true North American origin. Eventually, the United States government dictated that the name “Indians” needed to be officially changed to “Native Americans” in schools and government offices. The Government of Canada came up with a different name and began calling them “First Nations People.” 

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the most important idea of this reading?

a) The use of word ”Indian” has changed over the years 
b) The word “Indian” was used until the 1960s. 

c) The word “Indian” was used too much in the 1960s.
d) Christopher Columbus mistakenly went to India instead of North America.
What is another name currently used for used for Native Americans?

(A) First people
(B) North American origin

(C) First American Indians

(D) First Nations People  
Why was the name “Indians” first used to describe the people of North America?

(A) Government officials and politicians wanted this name.

(B) Christopher Columbus thought the people in India had a similar culture.

(C) Christopher Columbus incorrectly believed he had arrived in India.  
(D) 20th century movies used this word.
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
Whose idea was it to rename the Indians?

-- _____ and _____ from North America

In what countries was the name “Indian” changed?  

The name “Indian” was changed in _____ and _____.
Unit 13: Out of Rainforests
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
It’s hot, and the air is so _____ today that I can’t even breathe!

(A) humor

(B) humid  
(C) harvest

(D) wet

Let’s _____ the table because it’s time to serve dinner.

(A) clear  
(B) empty

(C) remove

(D) make up

The school band is _____ of many different musical instruments.

(A) included

(B) participated

(C) made up  
(D) made by

I can’t wait for the clouds to _____ so that the sun can come out.

(A) stay

(B) provide

(C) clear  
(D) disappear

When you are sick, the doctor might give you _____ to get better.

(A) drugs  
(B) species

(C) acres

(D) bananas

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
reached

species       pollution

made (out) of

provide 
breed
      cut down
cancer

     Many animal _____ on Earth die each year. This happens because air and water _____ have _____ a high level. Trees also _____ homes for many animals. We sometimes buy things that are _____ rainforest wood. That means trees have to be _____.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
     The Mbuti people live in the rainforests of Africa. Most of them reach a height of 4 feet (122 cm) as adults. The Mbuti provide food for their families by hunting and gathering. They hunt small animals, and they gather honey. Honey makes up 70 percent of the Mbuti diet.
     The Mbuti gather honey by following the Greater Honeyguide. This species of bird shows them where the honey is. After finding a tree with honey in it, they clear the bees from the nest by blowing smoke through a tube made of wood. Sometimes the Mbuti trade honey for food with farmers near the rainforest. 
     Pollution and people cutting down trees both cause problems for the Mbuti. Pollution is bad for the bees and results in less honey. In addition, the bees live in trees. If too many trees are cut down, the Mbuti could disappear.
Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the best title for this reading?

(A) The Important Bird of the Mbuti.

(B) Bees in Africa
(C) Disappearing Mbuti
(D) The Importance of Bees in Mbuti Life 
What does the word “they” refer to in line 3?

(A) Families in Africa
(B) Mbuti people  
(C) Rainforests
(D) Bees
What do the Mbuti people use to protect themselves from bees?

(A) Smoke  
(B) Birds
(C) Bowls of honey 

(D) Trading with farmers
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
Why might the Mbuti _____?
a) - increasing pollution might kill the _____ 
b) - too many _____ are being cut down

result: not enough honey

How do the Mbuti get food for their families?

-They _____ birds to gather _____ 
-They _____ honey for _____ 
Unit 14: For a Quick Pickup

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
Cooks prepare all the  _____________ before they begin to make the dish.

(A)  beverage

(B)  ingredients 
(C)  so-called

(D)  caution

There is no _________ to show that people benefit from doing brain teasers.

(A)  evidence 
(B)  aim

(C)  consumer

(D)  revitalize

 Doctors __________ their patients against drinking and smoking. 

(A)  revitalize

(B)  plausible

(C)  energy

(D)  caution  

My friend   ________________ he saw a UFO, bigfoot and the Loch Ness monster all in one day.  

(A)  claims  

(B)   caution

(C)  consumer

(D)  director

It is    _________  that people can perform amazing feats of strength under extreme stress or pressure.

(A)  actually

(B)  revitalize

(C)  plausible 
(D)  sure 


Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
energy           aim

thirst quenchers
           consumers              

 caution

beverages

claim 
           evidence

Tired consumers are always on the look-out for a way to feel alive. Their ____ is to work harder and longer without feeling exhausted. Several companies have developed _________ known as “energy drinks”.  The companies claim that their drinks help people feel more energized. However, doctors ________ consumers about the drinks. There is little ________ to show that energy drinks help people and some drinks are not  ____________ drinking the energy beverage may not even help you feel less thirsty.    

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

Energy drinks are full of vitamins and herbs, all of which are touted to increase energy and help you stay awake and alert.  One of the most popular herbs is ginseng. Although ginseng has a strong reputation going back thousands of years, researchers say that people should still be cautious.
              Since ginseng is a root, many people do not think there can be any problems with using it. However, ginseng can cause some side effects. For example, too much ginseng can raise blood pressure and may cause headaches to get worse. It can also cause problems for people with asthma.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the main idea for this reading?

(A)  Eating a lot of ginseng will make you more energized 

(B)   People need to know that history of ginseng

(C)   Doctors are worried about energy drinks and roots

(D)   Ginseng should be used carefully because it can cause side effects 
Why do people feel that ginseng is safe to use?

(A) Because it is a popular herb

(B) Because it is in energy drinks

(C) Because it is a root and not a chemical 
(D) Because doctors tell you to use it every day

According to the reading, what does the word ‘tout’ mean?

(A)  to buy or purchase

(B)  to advertise or hype something 
(C)  to have a lot of energy

(D)  to cause a lot of side effects


Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
According to the passage, what are the popular ingredients in energy drinks? 

The popular ingredients in energy drinks are ___________ and _______, particularly the __________ root.

Who should probably not use a lot of ginseng, according to this article?

A person with high _________ _____________ should probably not use ginseng.

Unit 15: The Misunderstood Tomato

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
He never _____ that he could play the piano. I was surprised to hear him play.

(A) talked

(B) mentioned  
(C) performed

(D) continued

My father doesn’t work, but my mother _____ as a teacher.

(A) mentions
(B) is due
(C) makes a living  
(D) plays a part
Before becoming a mountain climber, Sir Edmund Hillary had to _____ his fear of heights.

(A) conquer  
(B) place

(C) conclude

(D) hurt

In Canada, people cannot _____ drive until they are 16 years old.

(A) legally  
(B) permissively

(C) accordingly

(D) consciously

It’s been two years since I had my teeth cleaned. I’m _____ a dentist’s appointment.

(A) essential to
(B) due for  
(C) made of
(D) giving off
Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
by law

surrounding

controversy

import

essential
make a living

mentions

flesh

     Canadians _____ a great variety of inexpensive fruit and vegetables from many other countries. These days, there is a lot of _____ about the safety of this food. Scientists have found high levels of dangerous chemicals in the _____ of some imported fruits and vegetables. The Canadian government is required _____ to ensure the safety of imported food. However, it does not have the ability to test all of the fruit and vegetables entering the country. The controversy _____ this food will continue until its safety can be guaranteed.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
     A genetically modified (GM) organism is a plant or animal whose genetic information (DNA) has been changed by scientists. Some countries grow GM crops like corn, wheat, and potatoes. These crops are stronger and grow faster than natural ones, which makes them cheaper and easier to produce. The American government believes that GM crops are essential. Unlike regular crops, GM crops can be grown in poor African countries with hot and dry climates. 
     There is, however, a big controversy surrounding GM foods. It began in 1999 when Scottish scientists mentioned that laboratory rats became sick and died after eating the flesh of GM potatoes. These days, most governments in Europe, Africa, and South America are refusing to grow or import GM crops. They want to be certain the food is safe.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
For European, African and South American governments, what is the main concern about GM foods?

(A) That they are safe. 
(B) That they are made in America.

(C) That they are essential in poor countries like Africa.

(D) That they are encouraged in America.

Who made negative observations about the effects of GM foods?

(A) The American government

(B) Scientists from Scotland  
(C) Some countries that import corn, wheat, and potatoes

(D) Some poor countries in Africa

According to supporters of GM foods, which of these countries could most benefit from GM foods?

(A) Nigeria  
(B) Germany
(C) Brazil
(D) Canada
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
What happened to the lab rats that ate the GM potatoes?

They became _____ and then _____.
Why are governments in Europe, Africa, and South America not growing GM foods?
They are not _____ the _____ is _____.
Unit 16:  The Greatest of the Century
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
All of her  _____________ work was for children with lung cancer.

(A) charity   

(B) organization  

(C)  select 

(D)   receive

You probably _______ the existence of ghosts and monsters.

(A)   boldly

(B)   abuse

(C)   receive

(D)   doubt 
 Most people want a  __________, a job path that leads to growth in a certain field. 

(A)   honor

(B)  charity

(C)  career  

(D)   goals

Please   ________________ some books to check out from the library.  

(A)  organization 

(B)  honor

(C)  select  

(D)  scored

Everyone should have several    _________ to strive for, both short-term and long-term.

(A)  score

(B)  Parkinson’s disease

(C) goals 
(D) fame  

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
doubt          goals

charity
           selected              

 boldly

organizations

medals 
           legends

Many sports ________ play well and also do charity work. Several ___________ wanted to honor the greatest sports personality of the century. There was little _______ that the people the companies _________ were very great.  They all had worthy goals.  They had also won many ______. However, one man stood boldly apart from the rest, even in the face of many difficulties.    

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
Many athletes are interested in giving to their communities. They see the great needs of the very elderly, the sick, or children and want to use their skills to help. They raise money to finance better care, treatments, or schools. 
However, while athletes can and do raise a lot of money for charity, it is not the only way they help people. Athletes also work in their communities. They run special sports camps for children and give parties. They teach others how to be good athletes. Many athletes also coach young adults who are interested in sports-related careers.
Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the main idea for this reading?

(A)   Athletes want to discourage young adults from sports-related careers

(B)   Athletes give a lot of money to charity

(C)  Athletes help their communities in several different ways 
(D)  Athletes run sports camps and give money to the elderly  

What is one activity an athlete might do to help in the community?

(A) Teach poor children how to play baseball 
(B) Go to another country on vacation

(C) Look on the internet for a new restaurant

(D) Ask people to stop calling them at home

According to the reading, what does ‘needs’ mean?

(A)  something that is voluntary 

(B)  something like toys or video games

(C)  something that is necessary 
(D)  something that has a positive effect


Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
According to the passage, what are athletes interested in? 

Athletes are interested in helping the _________, the ________, and _______ in their communities because they see their needs.

According to this article, what are some ways that athletes can help people?

Athletes can raise ______ or  _______ others how to be good athletes.

Unit 17: Rights of Lefties
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
I _____ my plants, and now they’re dead.

(A) prejudiced

(B) contributed

(C) neglected  
(D) directed

I have _____ 50 people in my address book, I think.

(A) approximately  
(B) perception

(C) in common

(D) equally

I like spending time with you because we _____.
(A) turn out

(B) have a lot in common  
(C) stereotyped

(D) have things in force

It’s not fair to _____ people; we’re all individuals.

(A) prejudice

(B) perception

(C) sinister

(D) stereotype  
Bob and Bill can’t agree because each man has his own _____ of that topic.

(A) frustration

(B) perception  
(C) hemisphere

(D) learning

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
prejudice 
   force             come out
      contribute

attribute 
   frustration
       turn out  
      result in

     If you find out that people have a _____ against you, it’s better not to worry. You cannot _____ anyone to think differently. That would just _____ a lot of stress for you. To cause yourself less _____, just continue to be a good person. _____ to your community and everything should turn out well.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
     Drivers in various countries use opposite sides of the road. Why don’t we all have one rule in common? Well, it turns out to be mostly Napoleon’s fault! 
     Approximately 200 years ago, most of Europe was in Napoleon’s empire. Europeans rode horses on the left side of the road. This was neither prejudice nor a habit of perception. Actually, they kept their right hands on the inside of the road for self-defense. Napoleon felt neglected as a left-handed soldier. In frustration, he forced everybody to ride on the right! 
     Long after Napoleon was dead, this resulted in different car-driving habits around Europe. The automobile (invented in the west) soon became popular around the world. Therefore Napoleon contributed to the driving habits of many cultures today.

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the main idea of this passage?

(A) Napoleon had something to do with the way people drive today.  
(B) Napoleon is a hero to left-handed people. 

(C) Cars were invented in the west, which contributed to driving habits.

(D) Right-handed people are wrong.
What does the writer imply about self-defense in line 5-6?

(A) Most people used their right hands to fight.  
(B) Right-handed people were quite dangerous.

(C) Most people used their left hands to fight.

(D) Left-handed people had an advantage.

What does the word “this” as seen in the third paragraph refer to?

(A) The neglect of left-handed soldiers

(B) The invention of the car

(C) Making Europeans ride on the right  
(D) Napoleon’s empire

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
_____ do different cultures drive on _____ _____ of the road?

- _____ made people stop using the _____ side  
- Different car _____ _____ in Europe spread around the _____.

Why did Europeans traditionally ride on the left?

They wanted to _____ themselves more easily. 
- Most people were _____ handed, so they held their weapon in that hand.

Unit 18: The Snowy Slopes of Dubai

Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
Everyone loves the zoo because it is home to many  _____________ animals.

(A)  boasts 

(B)  exotic 
(C)   designated

(D)   cavern

Jack rested before going up the  _________  to get some water.

(A)  slope  

(B)  wonderful

(C)  particles  

(D)  populated

I shivered as the __________ air rushed into the house when I opened the door. 

(A) area  

(B) chilled    

(C) slopes  

(D) exotic   

That parking spot is  ________________ as the president’s parking area.  

(A)    boasts

(B)    chilled 

(C)    populated

(D)   designated 
Mary  _________  the new cave with her flashlight.

(A) exotic  

(B) explored 
(C) chairlift  

(D) foremost   

 
Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
 boasts
           exotic

designated
           facility              

cavern

explore

 area 
            slopes

 Dubai is an _______ and exciting place to visit. It catches you by surprise!  Although it is in a desert, it ______________ an amazing _________.  The facility is like a winter oasis in the desert. This __________ is fun to ________ because it has places to ski and throw snowballs!  It also has a special snow cavern filled with interesting activities. 

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.

Dubai is a remarkable place for tourism, full of exhilaration and wonder.  Towering buildings and tiny shops compete on equal terms, but one of the most astounding parts of Dubai is its Palms. 
              The Palms are actually the Palm Islands, not trees. They are man-made islands in the shape of palm trees. Each island sports a protective ‘halo’. This ‘halo’ is a breakwater, and can resist waves 4 meters high. The islands are so enormous they can be seen from space without any special equipment! Many people and sea creatures call the Palm Islands “home”. The islands boast hundreds of dwellings, as well as shops, associations, and health facilities.    

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What is the best title for this reading?

(A)   The Palm Islands Have Halos 

(B)   The Palm Islands are Enormous

(C)   The Palm Islands are Part of the World

(D)  The Palm Islands: More than Trees  

Who might want to live on one of the Palm Islands?

(A) A person who likes warm weather and convenience 
(B) A person who dislikes hot weather

(C) A person who is afraid of the water

(D) A person who enjoys rock climbing and cold weather
According to the reading, what does the word ‘halo’ mean?

(A) It is referring to the islands in the shape of palm trees.

(B) It means the part of Dubai that is inside the Palm Islands.

(C) It is referring to the light around someone’s head.

(D) It is referring to the piece of land that goes around the tops of the islands. 

Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
According to the passage, what is one important part of the Palm Islands? 

One important part of the Palm Islands is the ___________, which can stop really high waves.

Why would it be convenient to live on one of the Palm Islands?

There are _________, __________, and ____________ that are close to the houses.

Unit 19: Not All Hackers Are the Same
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
He’s a(n) _____ boy. He never argues or fights with others.

(A) flexing

(B) aggressive

(C) passive  
(D) hostile

This snake meat _____ tastes like chicken.

(A) sort of  
(B) has in common
(C) by far
(D) illegally
Antarctica is _____ the coldest place in the world.

(A) incredible
(B) unauthorized
(C) valid
(D) by far  
I _____ watching fast action movies. I think they’re great!
(A) get a rush  
(B) interact
(C) manipulate
(D) warm up
I _____ with my friends in other countries by email.

(A) alert
(B) access
(C) interact  
(D) conversation

Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
security

interact

private

shared

illegally

alter

valid

passive

     The United States military spends billions of dollars each year to ensure the _____ of its top-secret computer network. This network contains a lot of secret and important information that the government wants to keep _____. No unauthorized people can see it. The information on the network is _____ between the different departments of the military, such as the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines. The only people that can change or _____ the information on this network are people in the Pentagon. Everyone that enters the office must have their ID checked to make sure that it is _____.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
     The use of computers to intimidate or destroy a population is called cyber terrorism. Armed with only a hard drive and keyboard, terrorists may be able to take control of the stock market, alter White House security codes, or even change peoples’ medical records. What makes cyber terrorism so attractive to terrorists is the fact that the Internet has no boundaries. It is easier and less risky, by far, to access a computer network on the Internet than to illegally cross a country’s border on foot or get past suspicious customs officers in an airport. There haven’t been any deadly cyber attacks yet, but most experts agree that cyber terrorists are going to increase the frequency and effectiveness of their attacks in the years ahead. 

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
What do cyber terrorists need to have in order to do a terrorist attack?

(A) The ability to cross a country’s border

(B) Nuclear bombs

(C) The ability to get past suspicious customs officers

(D) A computer connected to the Internet  
Why does cyber terrorism appeal to terrorist groups?

(A) The internet provides easier targets to attack.  
(B) Most terrorists are computer programmers.

(C) Terrorists are worried about the stock market.

(D) Cyber terrorism has been very deadly in the past.

According to the experts, how will cyber terrorism change in the future?

(A) There will be fewer and less effective attacks.

(B) There will never be deadly attacks.

(C) There will be no change.

(D) There will be more frequent and effective attacks.  
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
What is the definition of cyber terrorism?

Cyber terrorism is when computers are used to _____ or _____ a _____.
Until now, how many people have been killed in cyber terrorist attacks?

_____ _____ have been killed _____.

Unit 20
: Weird Inventions
Instructions: Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.
Owners of golf courses often need to use _____ to keep the grass green.

(A) irrigation  
(B) security
(C) animation
(D) retirement
 _____ in the ocean are sometimes more than five meters high.

(A) Lanes

(B) Waves  
(C) Physics

(D) Designs

The hospital patient was connected to many _____ to make sure he received enough water and medicine.

(A) ropes

(B) strings

(C) tubes  
(D) fibers

A burning cigarette _____ a fire in a box of papers.

(A) flapped
(B) kept on
(C) set off  
(D) inspired
I never know what he’s talking about. He always says things that are _____.

(A) valid
(B) unrealistic
(C) out in left field  
(D) in good company
Instructions: Fill in the blanks with words from the list.
bizarre

irrigation
flaps

tube

designed
contradict
physics

waves

     The Japanese invent more new things each year than any other country, but some of their inventions are really _____. For example, one Japanese inventor _____ special wings with large cloth _____. People are supposed to wear these in case they have to jump out of a burning building to escape a fire. This was an interesting concept, but the laws of _____ and gravity _____ the idea that someone can fly like this.

Instructions: Read the passage and answer the questions.
     The amazing inventions in James Bond movies are more realistic than you might think. The British government pays a team of scientists to invent special equipment for British spies. This team works in a place called Her Majesty’s Government Communications Centre (HMGCC). If a researcher becomes a member of this team, it is certain that researcher is in good company, as only the top British scientists are accepted.
     Scientists in the HMGCC have designed satellite phones that are so small they can be hidden inside a pen. The scientists are able to use light waves and electricity to control the movements of rats, which can then enter heavily protected buildings wearing cameras on their backs. However, other inventions by these scientists are out in left field, such as exploding camel dung. 

Instructions: Choose the best answer.
For whom do the scientists in this reading work?

(A) James Bond

(B) The British government  
(C) A good company

(D) A satellite phone company

Who can work at HMGCC?

(A) The best British scientists  
(B) Any British scientist

(C) British spies

(D) James Bond

According to this reading, what can rats be made to do?

(A) Use satellite phones

(B) Explode camel dung
(C) Hide inside a pen

(D) Enter protected buildings  
Instructions: Write the answer based on information from the passage.
What communication device has the team created which can fit in a pen?

_____ _____ that can fit in a pen
According to the article, what is an example of a strange invention?

_____ _____ _____ is a strange invention.
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