	Reading Future Starter 1
	Transcript
	[image: image3.jpg]Compass
Publishing






[image: image3.jpg]
	Reading Jump Plus 3
	Transcripts
	[image: image4.jpg]Compass
Publishing






[image: image4.jpg]

	[image: image1.png]READING -

JUMP

« + = Plus




	Transcripts
	[image: image2.jpg]-1 Compass
K Fublishing







Unit 1 I Love Lucy
   Television was still a new medium when I Love Lucy began. Television stations had been showing programs in the United States for only a dozen years before I Love Lucy started filming in 1951. Although it was only on the air for six seasons, the show had an impact that resonates today.

   Lucille Ball, the show’s star, was a pioneer for female comedians. Prior to the show’s broadcast, physical comedy had only been connected with great male film actors. Charlie Chaplin, Laurel and Hardy, and the Marx Brothers all became famous for turning accidental trips and falls into chaos. The audience would roar with laughter as these men took physical beatings from animals, people, and other objects. Lucille Ball was one of the first female comedians who allowed herself to be the object of people’s laughter. In one famous scene, she is working at a conveyor belt. She is supposed to wrap pieces of chocolate as they go by. The conveyor belt is too fast, however. She stuffs the chocolate in her mouth, in her hat, and in her shirt until she looks ridiculous.

   Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, her husband on the show and in real life, also changed the way that the television business worked. They helped pay for the filming in order to have ownership of the show. Then, companies paid them to show commercials or advertisements during the show. Lucy and her husband soon discovered that there was a lot of money to be made in reruns, as they became television’s first millionaires. Nowadays, producers know that there is significant money to be made in reruns and DVD sales.

   Most significantly, the show provided a blueprint for many television comedies that followed. The show, which was set inside Lucy’s home, focused on domestic situations and problems. Many of the most popular sitcoms of all time, such as All in the Family, The Cosby Show, and The Simpsons, followed the lead of I Love Lucy. The comedic situations in these shows stemmed from the discomforts of domestic life. I Love Lucy can honestly be called the mother of all comedy programs.
Unit 2 TV: Live or Recorded?
   Suppose that your favorite TV show comes on tonight, but you are going out. You will probably record your program and watch it later. Did you know that in the early days of TV, broadcasters could not record their own programs? In the beginning, all TV was live, and people saw shows as they happened!

   Commercial American TV was first inaugurated in 1945. In that year, if you lived in the United States, you would have only been able to watch TV if you lived in one of the cities where it was first broadcast—New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles, Philadelphia, or Schenectady, New York. Television networks were created to bring TV to a wider audience, and the idea spread quickly. The entire country was covered by 1951.

   Early TV programming was basic, and broadcasts were limited to just news, variety shows with singers, musicians, and dancers, and the occasional comedy. However, most people had no complaints about the limited offerings of this fascinating new medium.

   Entertainment variety shows became very popular. Because these performances were broadcast live, if a dancer tripped, or a singer hit a wrong note, thousands of people saw and heard the blooper. Also, with live TV, a program was only broadcast once, so if you were at work or otherwise busy, you would miss it. Reruns did not exist.

   A popular Broadway show, Peter Pan, was first telecast live from the Broadway stage in 1955. Networks had just developed videotaping capability at this time, so Peter Pan’s live broadcast was filmed. This made it possible for Peter Pan to become an annual TV event for several years. With the coming of videotape, historic events like Armstrong’s walk on the moon could be taped for future audiences.

   At first, some people did not like recorded TV because they preferred the spontaneity of watching live performances. Even though most programs are recorded today, there are still live broadcasts. We watch sports, the news, and other events live. However, in case we can’t catch the live broadcast, today we have the capability of recording the broadcast ourselves. We don’t have to wait for the rerun!
Unit 3 The “Factory”
   Depending on how you look at it, Andy Warhol’s Factory studio was either the strangest or the most interesting place in New York City. The Factory, which actually refers to several locations the artist used over the years, was more than just an art studio. It was also part concert hall, part movie-set, part publishing house, and part party space. However, the people who lived and worked with Warhol were, to many people, a more interesting aspect of the Factory than the art.

   The original Factory building was once a hat factory, but the name had a second meaning. Warhol became famous for a series of paintings of soup cans. His early career as a commercial illustrator gave him a unique perspective on the medium of advertising. His work often contained images repeated and enlarged much like advertising images. His concern with industrial products and production was clearly important in both his art and his process as an artist. His studio produced art like a commodity, using industrial methods such as production lines. For these reasons, he called his studio the Factory.

   The space itself was strange and unique. The walls were hung with foil giving it a futuristic feel. Mannequins, lighting, and props for the movies that were filmed there, cluttered the corners. The furniture was constantly draped with the forms of models, actors, and musicians who comprised Warhol’s circle of friends and followers. At any given time, a band might be playing there. At the same time, a movie star could be speaking to a writer for a profile in Warhol’s Interview magazine. For Warhol’s friends, the Factory was a lifestyle more than a workplace. 

   The Factory was home to events that were both ridiculous and tragic. Warhol once filmed a friend sleeping during the night. Then he distributed the eight-hour movie unsurprisingly titled Sleep. On another occasion in the Factory, fellow artist Valerie Solanas shot and almost killed Warhol. She was frustrated that he was not interested in her artistic ideas. It was just one more outrageous incident in a factory that produced so many strange and fascinating things.
Unit 4 The Real William Shakespeare?
   Was Shakespeare really the playwright that everyone believed he was? This question has plagued some critics of his works. There are many stories that attempt to explain the authorship of Shakespeare’s works by other writers. One such story involves Christopher Marlowe, a mysterious playwright who may have been a spy. To add to the mystery of this particular story, Marlowe was murdered, although he may have faked his own death.

   In 1587, Christopher Marlowe received his Master’s degree from Cambridge University after the Queen’s Privy Council—a group of very powerful men—said that he had done special work for the Queen. This incident made people think that Marlowe was a spy for the Queen.

   Over his career, Marlowe wrote many plays, among them Tamburlaine, The Jew of Malta, Edward II, and The Massacre at Paris. One of his most famous plays, Dr. Faustus, is a story about a monk who made a bargain with the devil. Because most of his plays were violent and controversial, audiences flocked to see them.

   In May 1593, Marlowe was in serious trouble because the Privy Council, his former friends, had turned on him. He had to report to them daily, and he began to suspect that the council might arrest him at any moment. At about this time, it was reported that Marlowe had been stabbed to death while visiting three friends.

   So, how does this information link Marlowe to Shakespeare, you may ask? Some people believe that Marlowe faked his own death to escape the Privy Council and that he continued writing plays under the name “William Shakespeare.” Many people believe that

Shakespeare did not write the plays attributed to him. Some think he did not have enough education. They say he used some of the same stories and characters that Marlowe did, and wrote in a similar style. The biggest clue for those who believe that Marlowe was the real Shakespeare is that Shakespeare’s first published work appeared just 13 days after Marlowe’s death! Was this a coincidence or was Marlowe the real writer behind Shakespeare? What do you think?
Unit 5 Tennis on the Lawn
    Wimbledon, in southwestern London, is one of the most important tennis tournaments for professional players and is also one of the four great competitions included in the Grand Slam. The other three competitions that make up the Grand Slam include the US Open, the Australian Open, and the French Open. 

   In 1868, the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon was founded. As with croquet, the game of lawn tennis was initially played on grass lawns. Over the years, the sport of tennis evolved in many ways, but players at Wimbledon continued to play on grass. In fact, Wimbledon is the only major tennis tournament still played on a grass court. The other major tournaments are played on clay and other hard surfaces.

   The first tennis tournament at Wimbledon hosted by the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club was held in 1877. The aim of the tournament was actually to raise money to maintain the croquet fields.

   The rules of the first tennis tournament were very similar to the modern rules of tennis, but that did not stop players from developing new strategies over the years to win. The winner of the first Wimbledon championship, Spencer Gore, introduced the volley. The volley is a fast attack where the player rushes to the net. In 1881, the Renshaw Brothers introduced the overhead serve. The Renshaw brothers effectively used the overhead serve to win eight of the next ten Wimbledon championships.

   Since tennis was originally a game played by rich men in 19th century England, it is not surprising that many of the prejudices of that time were a part of Wimbledon. For instance, women were required to wear a corset while playing until 1920. Furthermore, in tournaments women did not receive the same amount of prize money as men until 2007. Despite these past inequalities, today Wimbledon is one of the greatest tennis events in the world.
Unit 6 A Baseball Scandal
    In 1919, people had few entertainment choices. Movies and television were years in the future. However, people enjoyed watching sports. Successful athletes were revered in much the same way music, film, or TV stars are revered today.

   If you lived in Chicago in 1919, your favorite team was probably the Chicago White Sox. That season, the team had beaten all the other teams in its league and was going to the World Series playoffs. Their opponents in the playoffs were the Cincinnati Reds, an Ohio team. To win the World Series, a team needed to win five of the nine playoff games. Before the series began on October 1, gamblers put down large amounts of money on the Cincinnati Reds to win. This early betting aroused suspicion that the World Series was “fixed” and that White Sox players were planning to deliberately lose the series.

   It is hard to believe that eight players on a team would take money to lose, but apparently they did. Players in those days were not well-paid, and the promise of $20,000 was more than some players could ignore. First baseman for the White Sox, Arnold Gandil, was the apparent ringleader of the plan to lose the game. He approached professional gambler Joseph Sullivan, offering to “fix” the series for a price. In addition to the money, the White Sox players all hated their club owner, Charles Comiskey, and this may have been another factor in their willingness to accept bribes.

   When the Series began, the White Sox did not play as well as expected, and in the end, they lost to Cincinnati in game eight. Afterward, their plays were thoroughly investigated, and eight men, including team favorite “Shoeless Joe Jackson,” were banned from professional baseball for life by the Baseball Commissioner. Some admitted their guilt, but Jackson’s role in the conspiracy remains uncertain. Disappointed to learn that their team would cheat in this way, fans turned against the White Sox and began to call them the Black Sox.
Unit 7 Driest and Hottest
   If asked to define a desert, perhaps you would say it is a place where it is hard to find water and it is so hot you can’t go barefoot because your toes would get scorched. You would be right about the lack of water but wrong about the temperature. A desert is simply any place that gets an average of less than 250 millimeters of precipitation each year. That is less than one millimeter per day. How parched would you be if you had only that much water to drink from morning until night?

   Temperature does not define what a desert is. Deserts can be hot, like the Sahara in Africa, or cold, like the Atacama in South America. It might surprise you to learn that hot deserts are not the driest places on Earth. That honor goes to the Atacama, which averages a rainfall of just one millimeter per year. If you imagine that the head of a pin is wider than one millimeter, you can see how little water that is! In some places in the Atacama, it has not rained for over 400 years! It is so dry that the bodies of people buried there turn into perfectly preserved mummies, similar to the mummies of the Pharaohs found in Egyptian tombs. The Sahara, by contrast, receives between 20 and 100 millimeters each year. That is between twenty and one hundred times more rainfall than the Atacama gets!

   The Sahara is the hottest place on Earth. The temperature there once reached 58 degrees Celsius, which is the highest temperature ever recorded on

Earth! It is almost hot enough to actually fry an egg on the sidewalk. The temperature would only have to go up another seven degrees for that to be possible. How long could you stand in one place if you took your shoes off at that temperature? You would probably be hopping madly about in no time to keep the soles of your feet cool. The high temperatures in the Atacama, on the other hand, only get to around 24 degrees, a temperature most of us would find perfectly enjoyable.
Unit 8 The Ozone Layer
    The earth’s atmosphere—the gases that surround our planet—is made up of many different layers. The lower atmosphere, near the earth’s surface, is thick with nitrogen, oxygen, and a little carbon dioxide. The air becomes thinner as you move away from the earth. The second layer of the atmosphere is called the stratosphere. It has also been called the ozone layer because that is its most important component. Scientists have noticed that changes in the ozone layer are affecting the earth in surprising ways.

   Ozone is an element in the air, similar to oxygen. In fact, ozone is created when light from the sun hits oxygen and some of these molecules split because of the light. Single atoms then connect with oxygen molecules resulting in the element called ozone. When it is in the lower atmosphere, ozone is dangerous to humans because it is a corrosive gas that irritates the lungs. In the stratosphere, ozone serves an important function for life on Earth.
   The ozone layer in the stratosphere acts like a shield, blocking ultraviolet light (UV) from reaching the earth’s surface. Although a small amount of UV light helps people by providing Vitamin D, too much can harm or kill living things. UV light is responsible for sunburns and can cause skin cancer. It also heats up the lower atmosphere. This results in raising sea levels and expanding deserts.

   The ozone layer has been affected by natural occurrences and human activity. Ozone is destroyed when volcanoes erupt and when there are large forest fires. Recently, however, humans have begun damaging the ozone layer by releasing certain chemicals into the atmosphere. As the ozone layer is depleted, more harmful UV rays reach the earth’s surface.

   Life without the ozone layer would be hard. People could not walk around in the sun without protection, and the temperature of the lower atmosphere would rise. Cities near the ocean might eventually be covered in water. Although it is not possible to prevent natural disasters, it is possible to reduce manmade pollutants that damage the ozone layer.
Unit 9 The Wave Spectrum
   The electromagnetic spectrum is a range of waves of energy, or radiation. The spectrum, first described by James Maxwell, includes the range of radiation from radio waves to gamma waves. From Maxwell’s ideas, scientists were able to create many important inventions for communication, entertainment, and medical purposes.

   When an object emits radiation, the radiation is in the form of photons. Photons have no mass and can be considered a packet of energy. They move in waves and have a measurable frequency. People measure the frequency of radiation in hertz. In order from low to high frequency waves, there are radio waves, microwaves, infrared, visible light, ultraviolet, x-rays, and gamma rays.

   Low frequency radiation cannot be seen with the human eye, but it is useful for communication. Radio stations broadcast radio waves vibrating at specific frequencies through the air. When the radio dial is turned to 500 AM or 500,000 hertz, it sets the radio to play only the wave received at 500,000 hertz. Higher frequency microwaves can be used to heat food as well as to communicate in the same way people communicate using radio waves.

   Infrared waves, like microwaves and radio waves, are not visible to the eye. However, with special devices people can “see” infrared waves (heat) that objects give off. Devices that detect infrared radiation are often used to help people see in the dark.

   Visible light is radiation we are able to see with our eyes. Every color is actually a different frequency. Red light is around 4X1014 hertz. Blue light is around 10X1014 hertz. Visible light, thus, only makes up a fraction of the wave spectrum.

   High frequency radiation that people cannot see includes ultraviolet waves, x-rays, and gamma rays. Ultraviolet radiation is useful for killing bacteria. X-rays are able to pass through most objects and allow us to see through things. This property of x-rays makes them useful for doctors to see inside the human body. Gamma rays, the highest frequency waves, have been used to treat cancer.
Unit 10 Living in the Fourth Dimension
    As a three-dimensional being, you span a certain length, width, and depth. You are so many centimeters from your toes to the top of your head (length). You are also so many centimeters from one shoulder to the other shoulder (width), and so many centimeters from the small of your back through your abdomen to your navel on the other side (depth). You see and experience everything around you in three dimensions. You live in a 3D house, study in a 3D school, and eat 3D food. Everyone on Earth is used to everything having length, width, and depth.

   Long ago, scientists surmised that the world we inhabit actually contains a fourth dimension: time. Using his imagination and very complicated mathematics, Einstein came up with some interesting theories about time having characteristics like the other three dimensions. He thought maybe, under the right conditions, we could maneuver through time as easily as a person travels from one room to another. If time really were a dimension like length, width, and depth, a person should be able to go in any direction: forward in time, backward in time, maybe even sideways in time.

   Think about how that might alter the way you live. On a typical school day, you get up, get dressed, have breakfast, go to school, have lunch, come home from school, have dinner, do homework, and go to bed. However, if you could move about in time, you could do everything in any order you wanted to. You could get up, step forward in time and have lunch, step backward in time and have breakfast, step forward again and have dinner, and so on. Better yet, if you forgot to put something in your backpack for school, you could step back in time and remember to put it in your backpack, and then you would have it in your backpack when you stepped forward again to finish your class. Sounds like it might be fun, but then again, it might be bewildering. Maybe we should just preserve things exactly as they are now.
Unit 11 Roles in Medieval Society
    When William the Conqueror crossed the English Channel and won the crown of England, he brought over a new way of life regarding how kings ruled subjects. Under this new kind of rule, the king owned the entire country. He distributed land to people under him, and the people then provided him with certain services in return. This way of life clearly defined four basic roles that people played in society: king, baron, knight, and serf. The king and his barons led a relatively easy life, while the role of the knight had both honors and benefits. However, serfs, the lowest members of this kind of society, were destined for a life of misery.

   Because the king ruled by divine right, having supposedly been chosen by God, the land was his to do with as he pleased. Keeping the best land for himself, the king gave large allotments of land to each of his barons, who would each establish a manor. Manors resembled towns, and once established, the baron became the lord of the manor. In return for his land allotment, the baron provided the king with money, food, and knights for military service.

   Knights received land from barons in exchange for their service to both the baron and the king. The service of a knight required him to fight for the king in foreign wars and to protect the manor. It was dangerous work, but for it, knights were rewarded with a lot of freedom and special privileges, like the privilege to levy taxes on people who lived and worked on the knight’s land, the serfs.

   Serfs were peasants who received little and gave a lot, dedicating their lives to working in the fields of the knights and the barons. If they had any spare time, they would grow their own crops, pickle vegetables for the winter, and try to eke out a living on their small plots of land. There was no escape from this life except for death. Serfs often did not even have the freedom to choose their own spouses. In rare cases, a serf might become elevated to the status of knight if he proved himself worthy by fighting in a foreign war.
Unit 12 The Merchant Culture of Flanders
    Flanders is a geographic region located in northern Belgium. It comes in contact with the North Sea on its northwestern border and the Netherlands and Germany on its eastern border. In the past, Flanders extended into parts of present day France, Belgium, and the Netherlands. Throughout its history, the cities of Flanders have been major centers for trade and the textile industry in Europe.

   Historically, much of Flanders was under water. Coastal marshes and tidal creeks took up much of the farmable land. Starting in the 7th century, people began to reclaim the land from the sea by building walls to keep back the sea and draining marshes and tidal areas. The people of Flanders used the reclaimed land to plant crops of flax as well as pastures for sheep. The wool from sheep and the fibers of flax were processed and used to make clothing. The production and sale of cloth was a key industry in Europe, and greatly increased the prosperity of Flanders.

   In addition to the wool trade, Flanders was an important site of other European trade. The coastal cities of Ghent, Antwerp, and Bruges received much of the trade goods shipped from other continents that were eventually sold throughout Europe. Needless to say, there were difficulties with language differences, currency exchange, and bargaining that the merchants of Flanders had to deal with. Bruges held annual trade fairs beginning in the 10th century and set up market places and money changers to help facilitate trade. By the late 14th century, the rivers leading into Bruges had filled with mud, and trade moved to Antwerp. To this day, Antwerp remains an important trade center. It is the second largest port in Europe.

   The trade culture of Flanders allowed it to modernize rapidly. New ideas spread quickly through the trade cities. During the late 18th and early 19th centuries, machines from England were used to increase production of textiles and food. Furthermore, profits made from trade were invested in roads, bridges, and other projects that modernized Flanders. The variety of goods and ideas that flowed into its ports influenced Flanders to become the region it is today.
Unit 13 Ban Ki-Moon and the UN
    On January 1, 2007, Ban Ki-Moon became the first Korean to hold the position of Secretary General of the United Nations. From an early age, Ban Ki-Moon’s interests were in diplomacy and foreign relations. At the age of eighteen, Ban Ki-Moon entered and won an English competition. As a result, he got to travel to the United States and meet the president, John F. Kennedy. This trip inspired him to be a diplomat. Eight years later, Ban Ki-Moon received his bachelor’s in international relations from Seoul National University. After graduating, Ban Ki-Moon became a diplomat for South Korea. Ban Ki-Moon was posted to various countries during his career including India, Austria, and the United States. After this, he was appointed South Korea’s Minister of Foreign Affairs.

   The United Nations was founded after the Second World War. It is an organization dedicated to peacekeeping and improving the welfare of the human species. Made up of 192 countries, the UN provides a meeting place where global problems can be discussed. The role of the Secretary General is to be the spokesperson of the UN. Additionally, he oversees the administration of the UN. The Secretary General is appointed by the countries represented in the UN. The five permanent members of the Security Council—China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States—can veto any appointment of Secretary General. Ban Ki-Moon was the only candidate in 2007 to receive the unanimous support of the Security Council.

   Upon being appointed Secretary General, Ban Ki-Moon faced many serious global issues. The most prominent were climate change, United Nations reform, global peace, nuclear weapons, and poverty. No single country is able to handle these issues due to their complexity. Therefore, an international organization like the UN must bridge the competing interests of the countries. Ban Ki-Moon is a skilled negotiator. He is a person able to help different sides reach an agreement. It is the hope of many that he will be able to resolve these important issues.
Unit 14 Lenin and the Russian Revolution 
    Vladimir Lenin was a leader of the Communist Party in Russia and an influential Marxist thinker. Born on April 22, 1870 in the town of Simbirsk, Russia, Lenin was strongly influenced by the ideas of Karl Marx. Karl Marx was an economist and philosopher who developed the social theory of communism. Communism is an economic state without classes or property. Production in a communist system is determined by the state or by the people.

   Vladimir Lenin’s brother attempted to assassinate the czar of Russia in 1887. As a result, Lenin was barred from entering many of the universities in Russia. However, Lenin managed to gain admittance into Kazan University in 1887, where he studied law. Later that year, Lenin was expelled from the university for participating in a student riot. Studying on his own, Lenin managed to pass the bar exam and began practicing law in 1892. However, his main interest was in communism. Lenin wanted to get rid of the current government in Russia at that time. His idea was to replace it with a communist state.

   After suffering massive casualties during World War I and food shortages, the Russian government was nearing collapse. In February 1917, workers went on strike and eventually revolted. The czar was forced to abdicate, and a new government was formed. Members of the Russian parliament, called the Provisional Government, took control of the country. However, this group was not the only political force in Russia at that time. The Communist Party, known as the Bolsheviks, had considerable influence and power as well.

   Lenin urged the Bolsheviks and the peasants to take control of Russian land and property. He believed that the Bolsheviks, and not the Provisional Government, should be in full control of Russia. By October, Lenin was ready to lead an armed revolution to overthrow the Provisional Government and replace it with a Bolshevik government. On October 24, 1917, Bolshevik troops took over railroads, telegraphs, bridges, and other important locations. Two days later, the Provisional Government surrendered, and the Bolsheviks seized control. The resulting state would be named the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics or the USSR.
Unit 15 The Most Famous Roe in the World
   Fish eggs, or roe, are a popular food in many countries. What many people do not realize is that roe can come from fish, sea urchin, and even shrimp. Some of the most expensive roe, which can cost over $16,000 per kilogram, is called caviar. All caviar comes from a group of fish called sturgeons. These large, bony fish live in cold water, primarily in the Caspian Sea. In recent years overfishing and pollution have led to a severe decline in the sturgeon populations.

   During spring, female sturgeons produce large quantities of eggs which are harvested to make the popular delicacy caviar. When roe are extracted from sturgeon during harvesting, they are strained through a fine mesh and salted. The salted eggs can then be eaten fresh or preserved and refrigerated.

   Of the many different kinds of caviar, the most expensive is Beluga caviar, named for the Beluga sturgeon it comes from. Beluga caviar is expensive for several reasons. It is considered to be the highest quality caviar because the individual eggs are the largest and have the best flavor. Beluga are also endangered, which makes the supply of Beluga eggs scarce. In addition, Beluga caviar is traditionally eaten on special occasions. People are willing to pay the higher price due to the occasion. 
   In places where various kinds of caviar are sold, consumers may have choices between very expensive and relatively cheap caviar. Imitation caviar and farmed caviar are alternatives for consumers who cannot afford more expensive caviars. People who do not understand or care that caviar only comes from sturgeon may be willing to buy fake caviar produced with roe from other kinds of fish. For those looking for cheaper caviar that is actual sturgeon roe, there are brands of caviar from farm raised sturgeons in enclosed fisheries. In fact, in the future, the majority of caviar may come from farmed sturgeon. Fish farms may cause the price of caviar to drop, which may in turn lead to even more people eating caviar.
Unit 16 The Influence of Confucius
    “It does not matter how slowly you go, so long as you do not stop.” This is one of the wise sayings from the philosopher Confucius. This great thinker lived in China from 551 to 479 BCE. Confucius wanted people to treat each other fairly. He wrote a lot about social and government morality. In particular, he valued studying and learning new things.

   Confucius certainly did not have an easy life growing up. His father, who had been a great warrior, died when Confucius was three years old. His mother raised him to the best of her ability even though they were poor. Confucius eventually got married, but after a few years, he left his wife so that he could dedicate all his time to studying. When his mother died, Confucius honored her with a formal traditional burial. He then locked himself in his house for three years to mourn her. Most likely, he spent most of his time studying. Later in his life, Confucius began teaching.

   Even though Confucius always claimed that he was simply transmitting information and not inventing anything new, some of his ideas led to major social changes for future generations. Confucius believed in meritocracy, a system under which a person’s status in society is based on his knowledge and skills. This is different from aristocracy, a system under which a person’s status in society is based on his family background. Confucius believed that people should have the opportunity to be involved in government if they studied hard and became wise.

   Confucius was very influential in Asia, and his philosophy is one of the reasons that many Asian countries implemented civil service exams. These exams had various levels, for different types of government jobs. Almost anyone in the country could take these exams and have the opportunity to join the educated elite. Through the civil service exams, poor people had an opportunity to rise above their status in society and do intellectual work. They could become important government officials who had the power to change the future of their country.
Unit 17 Tectonic Plates and Earthquakes
     Some locations in the world regularly suffer from strong earthquakes while others do not. Earthquake activity is especially high at the convergence of tectonic plates, the moving plates that make up the earth’s surface. These unpredictable rumblings in the earth have been responsible for untold death and destruction. Geologists study earthquakes in an attempt to better understand them and mitigate their destructive effects.

   The surface of the earth is not solid or continuous like the surface of a balloon. The outer layer of the earth, the lithosphere, is made up of a puzzle-like covering of plates, called tectonic plates. The plates are free to move over the surface of the asthenosphere, the smooth layer on the outer portion of the earth’s mantle. As they move, they bump up against the other plates. The places where these plates touch each other are called faults, and these are areas where mountains rise, volcanoes form, and earthquakes happen.

   Three types of earthquakes take place at plate boundaries. One type occurs as two plates move past each other and scrape together. Another type of earthquake is caused when two plates meet and one plate pushes under the other. A third type of earthquake happens when two plates push into each other and both are pushed upward. In this case, as the plates continue to move toward each other, earthquakes happen and mountains are formed as the plates force rock and land to rise.
   Cities and communities located along fault lines must take special precautions. Cities like Tokyo, Istanbul, and Mexico City attempt to protect their citizens through regulation and science. Buildings must be designed to withstand the shaking caused by earthquakes. Fire Departments must learn how to take special precautions as fires can spread quickly after earthquakes. Much of the damage done to San Francisco during the historic 1906 earthquake was caused by fire after the earthquake itself. In addition to such regulations and precautions, geologists continue to search for ways to detect earthquakes before they happen. This would certainly help prevent much of the death and destruction caused by sudden earthquakes.
Unit 18 The Cause of Volcanoes
    When a volcano in Iceland erupted in 2010, it shut down businesses in Europe for several days. The cloud of ash from the eruption caused the grounding of air traffic in European countries. Trains and hotels were jammed as travelers looked for alternatives. The import and export of goods were slowed to a halt, causing billions of euros in losses for most industries. The impact of a volcano like this can be devastating in the modern world.

   The occurrence of an eruption, though hard to predict, is hardly random. The earth is made up of different layers, with the outer shell being composed of sixteen major plates. These plates move somewhat freely over another of the earth’s layers, the mantle. The movement of the plates separating and colliding results in areas near plate boundaries that are extremely volatile. In addition, heat rises from the earth’s mantle and melts the material near the plate boundaries. This molten material then forms volcanoes, and under the right conditions, results in eruptions.

   Most volcanic activity occurs in the world’s oceans. Plate boundaries typically exist at the rims of continents hidden beneath ocean waters. When two plates spread apart, the hot magma rises from the mantle to fill up the empty space. This kind of volcanic activity does not form the kind of cone shaped mountains that people see erupting on land. Instead, this underwater activity creates vents where molten earth is expelled and cooled very quickly.

   Most non-ocean volcanoes occur where a plate is moving underneath another plate. This process is called subduction. Because the part of the plate that is moving underground is tremendously hot, the material from the subducting plate melts into lava. This molten rock, in turn, melts and pushes rock and material above it. Eventually, a cone is formed. Volcanoes formed on land can have the greatest effect on humans. As with the Iceland volcano in 2010, ash, debris, and lava emitted during an eruption may have widespread effects. An early warning system would help governments and citizens prepare and limit damage from such events.
Unit 19 The Magna Carta
    There have been many forms of government throughout history, such as monarchies, democracies, and dictatorships. These governments are similar in their function but differ in the way decisions are made. Monarchy was one of the earliest types of government. In monarchies, decisions are made by all-powerful kings or queens. Not all monarchies are the same; in some monarchies, the power of the king or queen is limited by laws. In England, the Magna Carta was one of the first steps in changing from a land ruled by kings to a land ruled by laws.

   During the late 12th and early 13th centuries, England was ruled by King John. In 1202, the King of France attacked England. In order to pay for the war, King John raised taxes through scutage, the payment of extra tax in order to avoid military service. In 1215, the barons of England were fed up with the high taxes and revolted. The barons then forced King John to sign the Magna Carta. The Magna Carta limited the power of the king and addressed many of the issues of its time. For instance, issues of debt and inheritance were addressed, use of scutage taxes was restricted, and the Catholic church of England was granted freedom from the king.

   In addition to addressing old fashioned issues, the Magna Carta took the first steps toward a limited monarchy, and later, democracy. For the first time, the king was bound by laws, and these laws were granted an authority that was greater than the king’s. Furthermore, the Magna Carta established two laws that would later be very important for democracy: due process and fair imprisonment. Due process forces the government to give people a fair trial in a court of their peers. Fair imprisonment prevents governments from imprisoning people without a trial.

   The ideas of due process, fair trials, and the importance of laws were very influential to democracies throughout the world. In particular, the writers of the Constitution of the United States of America revered the Magna Carta and based parts of the Constitution on that historic document.
Unit 20 The Battle of Hastings and Modern English
   The last time the British Isles were conquered was nearly a millennium ago. In 1066, the king of Normandy, a region of France, conquered England at the Battle of Hastings. The repercussions of the Battle of Hastings can be felt to this day. One of the most profound effects of this event was the mixing of French with English that has resulted in modern English spoken today.

   Before the Battle of Hastings, England was made up of many small areas, like little kingdoms, each led by a local lord. These lords were ruled by a single Saxon king, Edward the Confessor, but his control over the lords was weak. After Edward’s death, three successors to the throne fought for supremacy: Harold, a Saxon from England; William, a Norman from France; and Harold, a Viking from Norway. Harold of Saxon had the advantage of being English, and the lords preferred an English king over a foreign king. However, both of Harold of Saxon’s competitors attacked at the same time, forcing him to fight on two fronts. William, known forever after as the Conqueror, finally defeated Harold of Saxon’s army and captured the throne.

   From his home in Normandy, William brought French speaking advisers to England to help him rule. This created a divided system of government and culture. Within a decade, the language of government had been converted to French while the business of the towns was carried out in English. Even though the Normans were eventually dethroned, French words became an important part of English. Many informal English expressions have formal counterparts that derive from French words.

   Many of the French words used in English today are related to topics of government, law, the arts, and religion. When one speaks about a lawyer in English, it is also possible to use the more formal word attorney. The English word books, sounds more formal when using the French word literature. This is a source of confusion for many people who are trying to learn English. They might be surprised to learn the Battle of Hastings is the reason that cows become beef; pigs become pork; and sheep become mutton when eaten.
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