___To the Teachers_____________________________________________
Reading the Word Now is a three-level series for upper-intermediate to advanced English learners. There are twelve chapters in each book.  Each chapter has two units that are related in some way to the chapter theme. Over the series, the reading level and length of the passages increases with each book.
Every unit contains reading passages that will expose the student to issues, current events, and topics that are relevant for young adult or older learners of English. Although the series focuses mainly on reading, a variety of activities will allow the student to practice their speaking, writing, vocabulary and grammar skills as well.  Audio recordings of all passages also allow for optional listening practice either in class or as homework. 
	Time
	Activity
	Content

	5 minutes
	Pre-Reading Questions
	· Have students brainstorm their own answers independently and then discuss their ideas in small groups or as a class

	10 minutes
	Vocabulary Preview
	· Read through the list of target vocabulary items and check unfamiliar words/briefly discuss unfamiliar words or match the vocabulary items with their definitions

	15 minutes
	Reading
	· Reading passages with annotated vocabulary words highlighted

	5 minutes
	Reading Comprehension
	· True/False/Inference Questions
· Multiple Choice Questions

· Writing Questions

	5 minutes
	Vocabulary Review
	· Target vocabulary presented in contexts extracted from the passage 
· Multiple Choice or Fill-in-the-Blank activities

	10 minutes
	Language Focus
	· Multiple Choice focusing on word form variations of target vocabulary items
· Grammar-based activity related to a structure present in the reading passage

	5 minutes
	Discussion Questions
	· Questions to discuss in small groups or as a class


Step 1
Pre-Reading Questions (5 minutes)

a) Have the students brainstorm about what they already know about the topic using the two questions presented in the unit.  

b) Ask students to share their answers with each other. Monitor small groups or the whole class discussion for important vocabulary or topics brought up. Note such vocabulary items or topics on the board to remind students to bear them in mind while reading the passage to see if the topics and vocabulary items appear there. 

NOTE: It is fine if such things students bring up are not present in the passage. The intention is to make students active readers by looking for topics or vocabulary items that may or may not be present in the material they are reading.

Step 2
Vocabulary Preview (10 minutes)

Option 1: Check the words you are familiar with.

a) Have students go over the words in the Vocabulary Preview section. They should simply check all the words they are already unfamiliar with.
b) Survey the class to find out which words the majority of the class is unfamiliar with. Discuss those words as they relate to the topic so that students will be prepared for usage of the words in the reading passage.
c) If time permits, have students make sentences with the words.

Option 2: Match the words with their definitions.

a) Have students go over the words in the Vocabulary Preview section. They should match the words with the given definitions.

b) Check the answers as a class. Which checking discuss how the words relate specifically to the unit topic.

c) If time permits, have students make sentences with the words.

Step 3
Reading (15 minutes)

a) Have students reading silently for 5 minutes. Students should try to read as much of the passage as they can during those 5 minutes. This cold silent reading is aimed at helping students work on their reading speed. NOTE: If possible, include reading fluency practice activities (re-reading previously studied passages for 1 minute to see how far students can get) at the beginning or end of class for additional reading speed development.

b) Ask students to orally explain one or two ideas that they were able to comprehend from their reading. Note the ideas that student talk about on the board. In this way, a basic point outline of the passage can be constructed as a class.

c) Play the recording for the reading passage and have the students listen while following along in their books. While they are listening, ask the students to circle any words, phrases, or sentences they don’t know.

d) After listening, discuss the things they circled in the reading passage.

e) Answer any questions the students want to ask about the passage at this point.

Step 4
Reading Comprehension (5 minutes)
a) Have students answer the True/False/Inference, Multiple Choice, and Summary/Note-Taking questions.  
b) When they are done, have them work in pairs to check their answers. For any questions that students disagree about, have them refer back to the passage to find support for their choices.
c) Check the answers as a class.

Step 5

Vocabulary Review (5 minutes)

a) Have students complete the vocabulary review activities individually.

b) Have students work in pairs to check their answers.

c) For any words that gave students trouble, create new example sentences using the problem words. Put the new example sentences on the board for all students to see.
Step 6
Language Focus (10 minutes)

a) Have students complete the first vocabulary activity individually.
b) Check the answers as a class. While going through each question, ask the class to create new sentences using the other answer choices. For example, if the correct answer was the noun form, ask the class to create a sentence using the verb form or adjective form.

c) Have students complete the grammar-based activity.

d) While checking as a class, ask students to explain the logic or rules they used for choosing their answers.
e) If time allows, have students look back at the passage and find examples of the grammar structure present in the passage.

Step 7
Discussion Questions (5 minutes)

a) Have students work in pairs or in small group to answer one of the discussion questions. There are two questions given in each unit. Pairs or groups should choose the question that interests them most.
b) After the students are done discussion, have pairs or groups present some of the ideas they discussed to the rest of the class.
