Write On 3
Teacher Materials

Write On 3, Unit 8
Online Teaching Tips

Warm-Up
Look at the title of the unit. Ask questions about the title. Examples include:  Do you like to read scary stories? Why? What are the names of some scary stories you have read? Do you ever watch scary movies? Why? 

Extension Activity: Language Focus
Part 1
1. Remind students that a good paragraph needs to have cohesion and coherence. Explain that this means the writing needs to be clearly organized with a logical sequence of ideas and that coherence can be improved by using transitional expressions and conjunctions. 
2. With the class brainstorm some transitional expressions and conjunctions. Write these on the board. 
E.g. and, but, so, in addition, furthermore, then
3. Next, put the following categories on the board:
Expressions
-to add information: furthermore, and
- to give examples:
- to show a result or cause: so
- to contrast information: 
- to show time and sequence:
Put a couple of the expressions from the brainstorming in the appropriate categories to start. Have the students work with a partner to put the rest of the words in the right places, and add ideas of their own. 
Go over the possible correct answers as a whole class. 
 
Part 2
1. Have the students edit a paragraph to improve its cohesion and coherence. 
Sample paragraph:
	My two best friends and I went camping in the woods last weekend. We thought it would be an excellent adventure when we first started out. We set up our tent. We decided to take a walk before making dinner. We got lost trying to find our way back to our tent after our walk. We didn’t know which direction to go in to find our campsite. We walked through some trees. Jess thought the trees looked familiar. We couldn’t see where we were going. I got new hiking boots for our trip. Fortunately, I had a flashlight. My flash light battery died. It was pitch black and we felt very scared. We started to hear strange animal noises all around. Suddenly, we heard a terrifying cry! “What was that?” I said. “I don’t know,” said Liz. “Where’s Jess?” I asked her. “She’s right…Oh, no Jess is gone!”  We both looked at each other. We screamed. I heard my name. It was Jess! She was sitting in our tent. It started to get dark. We were back in the campsite!

Sample revision:
	My two best friends and I went camping in the woods last weekend. We thought it would be an excellent adventure when we first started out. We set up our tent and decided to take a walk before making dinner. However, we got lost trying to find our way back to our tent after our walk. We didn’t know which direction to go in to find our campsite. We walked through some trees because Jess thought they looked familiar, but it started to get dark and we couldn’t see where we were going. Fortunately, I had a flashlight, but then my flash light battery died. It was pitch black and we felt very scared. Furthermore, we also started to hear strange animal noises all around. Suddenly, we heard a terrifying cry! “What was that?” I said. “I don’t know,” said Liz. “Where’s Jess?” I asked her. “She’s right…Oh, no Jess is gone!”  We both looked at each other and screamed. Then I heard my name. It was Jess! She was sitting in our tent. We were back in the campsite!

Extension Activity: Writing
Scary Chain Story
(NOTE: The stories can take a humorous approach, if your students prefer.)
1. On the board write a sentence. This sentence will be the opening line of a story. 
2. Either work as a whole class, or if your class is large, divide the class into groups of 7-8 students. 
3. Ask each student to write the sentence from the board at the top of a sheet of paper. Under this sentence, have the students write their own idea for the next sentence. (See the diagram below for how this should look.) To guide the activity, you should give the students a question to answer each time they write a sentence.
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5. After folding over the sentence, the students again pass the paper to the student sitting on their right. 

Sample questions to guide the activity:
Opening sentence: It was a dark and stormy night.
Where were you?
Who were you with? 
What were you doing?
What did you see all of a sudden?
What did you say?
What did the person you were with say?
What happened next?
What did you do?
What happened after that?
How did you feel in the end?

Sample writing
It was a dark and stormy night.
I was in my house.
I was with my younger brother.
We were watching TV together.
All of a sudden I saw a giant cockroach.
I said “Oh no, there’s a giant cockroach.”
He said “Get rid of it!” Then he screamed.
My mom came into the living to see what was happening.
I pointed to the cockroach.
My mom put a cup over the cockroach and shook it out the window.
I felt worried because there could be other cockroaches in my bedroom.


*See also Unit 8 Writing Assignment for additional practice.*
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