Hot Topics 1 Listening Transcript
Track 1
Unit 1: The Korean Coffee Explosion

Listen carefully to the following lecture and complete the note-taking activity.
W: As you all know, Korea is undergoing a revolution of its coffee industry. I’d like to discuss the benefits of this with you today.

Let’s begin...The modern coffee explosion in Korea was brought on by Western influences. Koreans began traveling overseas more, which created a demand for Western tastes. Further, foreign companies, such as Starbucks, started to recognize the Korean coffee obsession. The result is more than 500 different chains of modern coffee shops in Korea. In fact, your cup o’ joe can now come from a vending machine, take-out stand, or multi-level coffee house. It’s a coffee lover’s dream!

While large companies have made record profits, this coffee explosion has also benefitted Koreans. Increased competition has meant improved selection. It has also meant a higher quality product and better prices for customers than in the past. 

But it’s not just about coffee. Coffee houses offer many other kinds of drinks as well. Plus, they act like a second living room or office in which to relax or work. They also provide a welcoming, comfortable, and aromatic atmosphere, and some even offer Internet service.  

Yes, there are probably too many coffee companies in Korea today. However, the convenience and quality of the coffee and the comfort of coffee houses far outweigh any problems. This explosion has been a huge benefit for Korea and Koreans!

Track 3
Unit 2: The Pet Explosion in Korea
Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.
W: Hello, Chris. Where are you going?

M: Hi, Annie. I’m just walking my dog.

W: You’re so thin! You look like skin and bones.

M: I exercise too much. I walk the dog three times a day! He likes to run. And we have to draw the line when it comes to feeding him. He’s so big now, and he wants to eat all the time. Owning such a big dog takes up a lot of time and money.

W: Didn’t you get him at a dog shelter when he was a puppy? 

M: He looked so lonely! We couldn’t afford to buy a dog at the pet store. We’re not rolling in money, so we thought we would get a nice dog at the shelter. After all, there are many abandoned pets in the city.     
W:  He’s a great dog. He doesn’t bark like other dogs. You look after him well. He’s clean, too.  

M: Thanks! But, what about you? How is your cat?

W: We have to take her to the veterinarian. She’s having problems with her eyes.

M: That might be expensive.

W: Yes, but I don’t mind. I love my cat. She’s getting old, so I’m enjoying her while I can.

M: Well, I have to go. Have a good day.

W: You, too! Enjoy your walk.

Track 5
Unit 3: Aging Population, Low Birthrate: What’s Next for Korea?

Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.
M: Why is there a low birth rate in Korea, anyway? Why did people start having fewer children?
W: I read somewhere that the birth rate used to be very high.
M: Didn’t the government encourage people to have smaller families?
W: Yes, I think they even paid people to have fewer children at one point.
M: But that doesn’t explain why there are so many elderly people now, does it?
W: Yes, in a way it does. Maybe if families had more children in the past, then there would be more people having children today, too.
M: More women today choose careers instead of marriage and children.
W: That’s true. More Koreans are marrying later in life, which means they’re having fewer kids.
M: So, our population is shrinking?
W: Right. And it will continue to shrink as time goes on.
M: Do you mean that as the elderly people pass away, there won’t be enough young people to replace them?
W: You got it! Fewer children being born today means fewer adults having children in a couple of decades.
M: A new generation should be there to replace the old one. We’ve lost that balance.
W: The thing is, this isn’t just a Korean problem. It’s also happening in Japan and Europe.
M: And if one country’s population is in trouble, it can affect other nations, too.
W: This is something we’ll all have to work on together.
Track 7
Unit 4: Communicating Korean Style
Listen carefully to the following lecture and complete the note-taking activity.
M2: What is collectivism? Any ideas? In collectivism, the group is the most important unit. This can mean family, community, or nation. People are influenced by the groups they belong to. People’s identities come from their social relationships.

In Korea, the family is the most important group. Everything is done with the family’s permission. The oldest person in the family is considered the wisest. This person has the authority to make decisions.

Businesses are also important social groups. Businessmen are loyal to their own companies. This can create healthy competition between different companies. Schools are another example. Students take pride in their educational institutions. Hey! Who’s laughing?

Anyway, group ownership and group success are both important. In all groups, there are hierarchies. These can be based on age, gender, or family background. So when Koreans meet new people, we ask many questions. We might ask about age, employment, and marital status. These questions help us know where we stand within the group.

But when we leave the country, we should be prepared for a different set of rules. Never mind the language barrier—even after learning English, we’ll still run into problems! From a Western point of view, personal questions can seem rude. So how can we communicate with Westerners? We need to think outside of collectivism.

Track 9
Unit 5: Korean Influence on Western Food
Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.
M: Korea hasn’t been open to the West nearly as long as other Asian countries. You know, Chinese food has been in North America for over 150 years!

W: But Korean food is starting to catch on. I’ve heard that people love it.

M: They do. In fact, we may never again see Japanese restaurants owned and operated by Koreans!

W: Very funny! But what are some Western foods that you see in Korea?

M: There are tons of examples. Pizza, hamburgers, hot dogs….
W: OK, I get the idea! Korea has a lot of American fast food places.

M: That’s true, but I’m more interested in the ways that Koreans have changed Western food.

W: You mean like sweet potatoes and corn on pizza?

M: Exactly! Or sugar on a toasted cheese sandwich. Western food that has been thoroughly Koreanized.

W: Fusion cuisine is certainly interesting, but isn’t some of it really unhealthy? Apparently, Korean people eat less rice now than ever before. Instead, they eat processed foods.

M: In North America, the occurrence of both obesity and heart disease has gone through the roof. It’s because of our terrible diets and not enough exercise. Hopefully, Koreans will learn from our mistakes!

W: But we love fast food!

M: Who doesn’t? But you can continue eating healthy food, too. Fusion food should be the best of both worlds, not the worst!
Track 11
Unit 6: Eye Surgery and Other Cosmetic Procedures 
Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.

W1: Hello there, Lucy. Long time no see. How are you?

W2: I’m great! I’m going to the clinic right now. Would you like to join me? I’m consulting a doctor about blepharoplasty!

W1: Are you kidding me? 

W2: I’m only going in to talk to the doctor, just for kicks! 

W1: I don’t think you should go. My aunt went last year to get it done, and now she has scars and her eyes are uneven.

W2: Yes, well a little bird told me that you went to the spa to get your skin bleached last month. 

W1: But that’s different. My skin had a rash, and now the rash is gone. This surgery is permanent. You should look before you leap.

W2: Don’t worry so much. I am interested in this surgery. I would like to have more information. You should come with me. It might be fun.

W1: Well, I’m not busy, so I will join you. I am curious about what the doctor will say. After that, we could go out for some coffee.  

W2: Yes, that is a good idea.  Also, I need to stop at the beauty shop to buy some skin whitener.

W1: All right. While we are there, I would like to ask about a nose job.  I’m just curious. 

W2: My friend in Canada got one last year, and she said it was the best thing she ever did. Let’s go!

Track 13
Unit 7: Hospitalization in Korea 
Listen carefully to the following audio message and complete the note-taking activity.

M: Hi Mom and Dad,

Korea has a wonderful healthcare system! There are clinics and hospitals everywhere. They’re easy to find and easy to use. Many doctors and nurses even speak English!

Health care in Korea is not expensive. My employers pay for some of my medical bills. Even if they didn’t, it would still be cheaper compared to back home! Visiting the doctor and getting prescriptions are both fairly inexpensive. Even the dentist is way cheaper than in Canada!

When I began going to Korean clinics, some of the treatments seemed a little off the wall. When I had an ear infection, I was given red lights to shine in my ears. They were like flashlights. I was given an injection in my rear end when I had a cold. That was a rude awakening! These sure are different from the things you would be given in the clinics in Canada, but they work. I’ve been here for two years and I feel great! I’m almost always healthy. 

I also enjoy vitamin and ginseng drinks. My co-workers tell me these are good for my health and I agree. Korea has dozens of these yummy drinks to choose from!

I recently read that Korea has one of the best emergency medical systems in all of Asia. That even includes wealthy countries like Japan and Singapore. Pretty impressive!

I just wanted to send you this short message to check in. I will try to call you at home soon.

I miss you.

Take care!

Track 15
Unit 8: Drinking and Smoking in Korea 
Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.

M: Can you tell me about the history of alcoholic drinks in Korea?

W: Well, it is believed that alcohol was brought to Korea from China. Some early drinks were medicinal. In fact, healthy medicinal alcohol made from ginseng and other herbs is still common.

M: But soju is not a healthy drink!

W: No, but it certainly has an interesting history. It’s been made in Korea for a long time. During the Japanese occupation, when beer and whiskey were mass-produced, the average Korean drank soju.

M: That’s interesting. Would you consider soju to be a patriotic drink?

W: I never thought of it that way. Soju might remind us of our roots as Koreans. If that’s the case, then beer would be the opposite. It’s very popular today, and there are even Korean breweries. But foreign countries introduced beer; it is not traditionally Korean.

M: Just like whiskey. But whiskey is so expensive! That must be because whiskey is imported from other parts of the world.

W: If someone wants to save money, he chooses soju, but if he wants to impress his co-workers, he buys whiskey.

M: So, do people drink alcohol because they enjoy it? Or do they drink to impress others?

W: Good question! Koreans believe that you show your true self when you drink alcohol. This means you can trust people when you drink with them. Of course, people also drink to sing and have fun!

Track 17
Unit 9: Public Versus Private Education 

Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.

M:  Hi, Jenny, what’s shakin’?

W:  Hey, Sam, I’m dog tired. Where are you?

M:  I‘m just getting out of school. Would you like to go to a PC room with me tonight?

W:  Sorry, I have other plans. I’m going to Gumdo Academy. My mother said I’m all thumbs, and I need more practice.

M:  That’s too bad. My mother’s enrolling me in a math academy. I begin next week. I would rather go to Gumdo instead! 

W:  Maybe we could go to the PC room on Sunday.

M:  Yes, I hope so. Well, I need to begin my English homework this afternoon. I have too much homework!  Tonight is my last free night. Next week, I have a math academy to attend. Tomorrow, I’m going to my piano lesson.

W:  Are you still going to the soccer academy?

M:  Yes! I’m excited! I only wish we could go every night and not just on Saturday.

W:  Me, too! I hope to be on your team again next year. When we play together, we’re the best!

M:  I agree! We’re an excellent team! Well, have fun tonight.  

W:  Yes, I will. Have fun at the PC room.

Track 19
Unit 10: Overseas Education 
Listen carefully to the following presentation and complete the note-taking activity.

W: Hey everyone. We had an exciting time studying overseas. Today, we are going to share our experience with you.
M: Studying a foreign language in another country is a good way to learn.  You can meet people and have many conversations.  You can attend sporting events or watch movies with your new friends.

W: Speaking to people in another country can be difficult.  But if you are persistent, it will become easier.  Most people enjoy meeting someone from a foreign country.  They enjoy showing others the best places to go to and the best restaurants to eat in. Plus, people like to listen when non-native English speakers try to speak their language.

M: I enjoyed being in a different country.  I took language courses and had access to the school library.  I could read simple things like magazines, or I could choose to read a novel.  I could also join book clubs.  They are a great way to learn. They also let me practice speaking.  Every time we finished a chapter, we had a discussion about it.

W: Another way to enjoy learning a foreign language is to attend a play.  There are many plays, concerts, and comedy festivals to go to.    

M: We both think studying abroad was a wonderful way for us to expand our ability at speaking in another language!
Track 21
Unit 11: The Korean Push for English Education 

Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity. `
W: My English homework is driving me nuts!

M: What’s the problem?

W: Well, there’s so much vocabulary to learn, for one thing!

M: Oh, you must go to one of those academies. Is it one where you have to memorize a hundred new words every week?

W: It feels more like a thousand! But that’s only one academy. I go to two.

M: Two different English academies? Wow!

W: Yeah, my parents are pretty strict. They want me to go to Harvard for graduate school, so my test scores have to be perfect.

M: I hear you. My parents are like that, too. But we’re actually very lucky, if you think about it.

W:That’s true! Last summer I was in Vancouver, and I learned how valuable these English lessons really are.

M: Did you have a chance to practice with Canadians?

W: Plenty! I ordered at restaurants, I took taxis, I even asked people for directions. I kept thinking that all those nights of studying and memorizing were finally paying off!

M: That’s good to hear. My father is trying to get me into a junior management position at his company. He thinks that with better English skills, I can easily get promoted.

W: Good for you! They might even send you on business trips to Canada! Or Australia!

M: Or Hawaii!

W: Sounds like a great job, if you ask me!

Track 23
Unit 12: Vocational Schools in Korea 

Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.

W: I don’t like the idea of vocational high school.

M: That’s odd, I’ve always thought vocational schools are great.

W: Really? How can high school students know what they want to do for the rest of their lives?

M: Well, every kid has dreams.

W: Sure, I wanted to be an astronaut! But my high school only offered woodworking and engine repair!

M: I see what you mean. But we need to be realistic! Not everyone can be an academic person or a scientific person. Some people are just better at working with their hands.

W: OK, but how do we know that when they’re only 12 years old? A child might be put into a program that will be totally unsuitable later on.

M: You really think the system is that bad?

W: Well, what if you were slow at learning mathematics?  Your teacher might assume you won’t be any good at brainy academic stuff and place you in the wood shop.

M: So? Maybe that’d be an absolutely perfect fit!

W: Maybe, but what if five years later people realize you’re a genius at playing piano? Or speaking French?

M: But we still need people who can build and fix things!

W: But wouldn’t it be better if they could make a more informed decision? 

M: Well, you have some interesting points. I don’t know if I agree, but it’s something to think about.

Track 25
Unit 13: The Rise of the Internet 

Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.

W1: Did you know that Jenny has never bought anything on the Internet?

W2: No! Is that true? I didn’t know that was possible!

W1: I know, right? How can you make it past high school without shopping online? 

W2: But where does she get all her clothes?

W1: I guess she goes to the store, or the mall, or something.

W2: Wow! The mall is so boring, though!

W1: I know! At least on the Internet, you can see all of the different styles and colors. It’s so fast and easy.

W2: Why go to the store when they might not even have what you want?

W1: The mall is so lame. I’d rather go shopping at home in my pajamas!

W2: And get the clothing delivered right to my door!

W1: It only takes a few days sometimes! It’s almost as fast as the store.

W2: Also, why would you want to spend so much money? Brand-name stores are expensive!

W1: Jenny might not even know that you can find more sales online, you know?

W2: Do you think so? No one has told her? How is that possible?

W1: I guess so. My mom said no one ever shopped online when she was younger.

W2: What! Really? Maybe the Internet was too slow back then.

W1: Slow Internet? That’d be awful.

W2: Wow! I’m so glad I was born in the 1990s!

Track 27
Unit 14: A Developed Korea 

Listen carefully to the following lecture and complete the note-taking activity.

M: Early in the 20th century, Korea was one of the poorest countries in the world. The economy was bad, and there were many poor and unhealthy people.

After 1960, the small-scale agricultural model was replaced by large-scale industry and export businesses. This development gave the nation a huge economic boost. The standard of living improved. There were many new material goods, but this prosperity brought new problems.

One problem has been the growing gap between the rich and the poor. Those with better education get higher-paying jobs. Those who can't afford education costs get whatever job they can. Some fall behind during economic growth.

Another problem is urbanization. In the 1970s, about 50% of Koreans lived in urban centers. By the year 2000, the number had risen to 80%.

A third problem is cars. Between 1960 and 1999, the number of registered vehicles in Korea increased from 31,000 to 11,134,000! 

From the early 20th century until now, Korea has really changed. It went from one of the poorest to one of the most developed economies. It has also become a very polluted country. Time will tell if Korea can overcome those problems associated with enormous growth.

Track 29
Unit 15: Mobile Texting 

Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.

W: My professor makes us turn off our phones before class! 

M: Mine does, too. He even took away someone’s phone while he was texting! I thought it was really rude.

W: Yes, and how are we going to communicate with one another? I feel empty without my mobile phone.

M: My professor said they are bad for our thumbs! Can you believe it?

W: I'm not sure about that.

M: I agree. They want to live in the past. Texting is the future! 

W: My mother text messages me, but she uses regular words and no emoticons. It's hard to spell words back to her. She doesn't understand the text message language.

M: I can still write. My father makes me write letters to him. I think he wants me to practice my grammar. He hates text messaging. He says I'll forget how to spell properly. Instead, he calls my cell phone to talk to me.

W: Well, I guess if you just want to talk to someone, an old phone will do the trick.

M: Yes, but I can text so fast. It's not a problem to message someone.

W: My friend has carpal tunnel syndrome.  He has to take a rest from text messaging.

M: I heard you could get that if you text too much.  

W: Hey, why are we talking when we can just text each other?

M: Good idea!

Track 31
Unit 16: Illegal Downloads 

Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.

M: I didn’t understand that lecture. Why are P2P networks so controversial? What does “P2P” even mean, anyway?

W: P2P means “peer-to-peer.” Basically, it means files are shared equally between peers.

M: Shared between the business and the customer, you mean?

W: Wow, you really are in the dark! First of all, there is no business! No customer, either.

M: You lost me. No business? How does that work?

W: It’s not that complicated. The suppliers are also the consumers. That’s why they’re called “peers.” It’s more of an egalitarian approach. Decentralized.

M: But why is it controversial? I don’t understand why there are so many legal problems.

W: Part of the problem is copyright infringement. Remember the music-sharing program called Napster?

M: Got it. If everyone can share files freely, then there’s no way to enforce copyright laws.

W: Right! Movies are causing a lot of the controversy in Korea, as the professor was saying. A movie might be copyrighted, but P2P networks can share copies of it with everyone. Why pay for a movie when you can watch it for free?

M: So not only is the copyright law being broken, but royalties aren’t being paid.

W: Yeah! The music and movie industries are losing money. Pirated copies are everywhere, and P2P networking just makes it easier.

M: Thanks. I get it now.

Track 33
Unit 17: Traditional Korean Culture 
Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.

M: Why do you think there have been so many changes in Korean society?

W: Well, I think Western ideas have made a big difference. Like feminism, for example.

M: How so?

W: Women traditionally cooked for their families, raised children, and took care of almost everything. Now they have careers. Or they might not like working in the kitchen. You know—women’s liberation.

M: What about Korean men? How have things changed for them?

W: I think traditionally, most men were farmers or fishermen. Now those are few and far between.

M: Anything else?

W: Computers and international business are both important now. They weren’t even on the radar two generations ago. So, people’s education and skills have changed.

M: Very good! How about traditional beliefs?

W: Shamanism and other folk-religions used to be common. Now they seem to be going the way of the Dodo. Also, Buddhism and Confucianism were very important for centuries. Western beliefs, like Christianity and secular materialism, are becoming more popular.

M: Traditional festivals are a good way to tie all of these ideas together. Any thoughts?

W: I think agricultural festivals have lost their meaning. An urban lifestyle doesn’t match a farming calendar. People are not connected to the land the way they used to be. Plus, with busy schedules, holidays are becoming difficult to celebrate.

M: Excellent! You have a good grasp of the issues.
Track 35
Unit 18: The Westernization of Korean Society 

Listen carefully to the following presentation and complete the note-taking activity.

M: My report is called “The Westernization of Korea.”

We are witnessing the strongest economic growth that Korea has ever seen. Korean industry and business have never been more successful. Everything is great, right? You might be wondering why I would criticize the Westernization of Korea.

I believe that Westernization is doing a lot of damage. Traditions that worked for hundreds of years have been thrown out. The family values that have always kept communities intact are disappearing. As a result, there are now higher crime rates in Korea.

Korean food that kept people healthy and strong for many generations is being phased out. Fast food restaurants are threatening Korean people’s health and well-being. Obesity, diabetes, and heart disease will soon be a common part of Korean society.

Many Korean companies are small and new compared to their Western counterparts. They haven’t had time to develop. But now, they have to compete with everyone else. Many Korean businesses will fail or be replaced by bigger and better foreign businesses.

I don’t want to say everything is terrible. Western nations have also contributed a great deal to Korea. But perhaps some things are happening too quickly. Everyone is excited about change, but no one is taking the time to stop and think about it.

Thank you for listening.

Track 37
Unit 19: Korean Nationalism 

Listen carefully to the following conversation and complete the note-taking activity.
M: Why do you think so many Koreans feel threatened by the West?

W: They think Western businesses and ideas are taking over.

M: New ideas always spread from one country to another. It’s a natural process.

W: Are you saying that being invaded by foreign powers is a good thing?

M: Of course not! But we should define the word “invaded.”

W: I see what you mean. Western businesses are not exactly attacking us with guns.

M: Exactly! Korean people seem happy to buy European food or invest in American businesses.

W: That’s true. Many people see it as a positive change.

M: Here’s something else. Do you think it would help Korea to give citizenship only to pure-blooded Koreans?

W: Some people think that’s one of the biggest threats to the country. Foreigners entering the country and becoming Korean citizens is like another kind of invasion.

M: That’s all well and good, as long as it doesn’t turn into racism.

W: True. We have to be careful not to take a step backward.

M: Historically, there have been some terrible theories about racial purity, like the Nazis in World War II.

W: You’re right. It would be awful if Korea became associated with that sort of ideology.

M: It won’t happen, though. Just like fusion food, Korean culture can stay intact while sharing influences with other cultures.

W: Let’s hope it continues in that direction!

Track 39
Unit 20: The Uniqueness of Korean Food 

Listen carefully to the following presentation and complete the note-taking activity.

W: My presentation is called “What Makes Korean Food Unique?”

I think the country itself is what makes Korean food unique. Korea extends from northern Asia into the warmer southern seas, so there are many different growing environments. Vegetables, fruit, beans, and rice are farmed in the valleys. Wild plants and mushrooms are harvested in the mountains. Each region has delicacies unique to its own climate. Fish and other seafood also vary, depending on where they are harvested.

Korea’s history makes the food unique. Until the 20th century, Korea was an agricultural society. Farmers had to work hard, so Korean food had to be healthy and hearty. Koreans also eat many preserved foods made to last over the winter. Dried, pickled, or preserved foods are staples of the Korean diet.

Most importantly, I believe it is the ingredients that make Korean food truly unique. Hot red peppers are one of the most important ingredients in Korean cuisine. Peppers can be dried, flaked, or made into paste. My favorite Korean food is kimchi. This fermented spicy cabbage belongs with old Korean traditions as well as modern, trendy cooking. Like red peppers, kimchi is used in many dishes and gives Korean food some of its most amazing flavors.

Thank you for listening.

