Just Speak Up 1 – Extra Questions


Unit 01: My Favorite

Describe your favorite teacher and explain why he or she is your favorite.

Describe your favorite color and explain why it is your favorite.

Describe your favorite item of clothing and explain why it is your favorite.

Describe your favorite kind of music and explain why it is your favorite.

Describe your favorite writer or book and explain why he, she, or it is your favorite.

Describe your favorite flower or plant and explain why it is your favorite.

Describe your favorite movie and explain why it is your favorite.

Describe your favorite actor or actress and explain why he or she is your favorite.

Describe your favorite athlete and explain why he or she is your favorite.

Describe your favorite food or drink and explain why it is your favorite.

Unit 02: My Country

What country are you from? Where is it located?

What is a traditional food in your country? How do you prepare it?

What are the most famous places and tourist attractions in your native country? 

What are the main industries in your native country? What do they produce?

Describe the system of education in your native country.

Are there public and private schools in your country? Which are the best?

Where are the best movie theaters located in your native country? Do you have multiplexes and drive-ins in your native country?

What are the most popular vacation destinations in your country? Why are they popular?

Do many people drive in your country? What is the traffic like?

What are the official languages of your native country? What other languages do people speak? 

Unit 03: Studying English

What three things do you think are most important to succeed at school? Explain. 

What happens when you are late to class?

What strategies do you use in class to remember what the lesson was about?

Do you do your homework with a friend? Do you think it is more effective to study with a friend? Explain.

What do you think are the best strategies for practicing listening skills in English?

What do you think are the best strategies for improving comprehension when you read?

Do you think you should use your dictionary a lot when you read in English? Explain.

How do you improve your writing skills?

What do you think are the best strategies to improve your English pronunciation?

Why do you think some students choose to study English abroad?

Unit 04: Movies

Talk about the last movie you saw. Whom did you see it with?

What is your favorite movie? Why is it your favorite?

Which classic movies do you like? Why?

Do you think children should be allowed to watch violent movies? Explain.

What is the scariest horror movie you have seen? Describe it.

Do you like animated movies/cartoons? What is your favorite animated movie? Why?

Do you like watching documentaries? Explain.

Who is your favorite action movie star? Why?

Do you prefer renting movies or watching them on a big screen in a movie theater?  Why?

Why do you think dinner and a movie seem to be a favorite date plan? Explain.

Unit 05: Restaurants

What are the most famous restaurants in your city? What kind of food do they serve?

How often do you eat out? Explain.

What is your favorite food to get when you eat out? Explain.

What drink do you usually order when you go to a restaurant? Why do you usually order it?

Why is seafood good for your health? What is your favorite seafood dish? Describe how you prepare it.

Do you prefer eating out with your friends or your family? Explain.

Do you like spicy food? Why? Give examples of how you like your food to be done (e.g., spicy, sweet, salty, medium-rare). 

What is the most exotic food that you have ever tried? Describe it. Did you like it?

Do you prefer to eat in restaurants or order food for take out? Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of both.

Would you consider being a chef and working at a restaurant? Explain.

Unit 06: Music

Do you think music is important in our lives? Why?

Do you listen to music at home? What do you use to listen to music (e.g., a stereo system, a computer, an iPod, a cell phone, other)? Why?

What is your favorite band? Why?

Who is your favorite singer? Why?

What is a traditional musical instrument in your culture? Describe it.

Do you like to sing with a group of friends? Explain.

Do you like ballet? Have you ever been to a ballet performance, or have you watched one on TV? Describe it.

What is your favorite music channel on TV? Why do you like it?

Do you listen to music when you study? What kind of music do you listen to? Do you think music can help you study?

Give examples of jobs/occupations that cannot exist without music. 

Unit 07: Name Them

Give the names of five famous composers in your country or in the world and talk about one of them. Why is this composer famous?

Give the names of five famous artists in your country or in the world and talk about one of them. Why is this artist famous?

Give the names of five famous business people in your country or in the world and talk about one of them. Why is this person famous?

Give the names of five famous politicians in your country or in the world and talk about one of them. Why is this person famous?

Give the names of five famous world leaders and talk about one of them. Why is this leader famous?

Give the names/titles of five famous magazines or newspapers in your country or in the world and talk about one of them. Why is this magazine or newspaper famous?

Give the names of five famous lakes or river in your country or in the world and talk about one of them. Why is this river famous?

Give the names of five famous mountains in your country or in the world and talk about one of them. Why is this mountain famous?

Give the names of five famous buildings in your country or in the world and talk about one of them. Why is this building famous?

Give the names of five famous companies in your country or in the world and talk about one of them. Why is this company famous?

Unit 08: The Environment

What environmental problems do you have in your country (e.g., air, water, soil pollution)?

What industries/factories in your city are responsible for air pollution?

Do you think it is possible to design a car that does not pollute the air? What fuel would this car use?

What different energy sources can we use? Explain.

What industries/factories in your area are responsible for pollution?

What is “global warming”? What are the effects of global warming?

Name some of the endangered animals in your country. What do people have to do to save them?

What worldwide organizations that try to preserve the environment do you know? What campaigns have they been involved with? 

Why is recycling important?

What will happen to our planet if we do not recycle things?

Unit 09: Everyday Activities

What time do you usually get up? What is your morning routine?

What do you usually do after breakfast?

Describe your typical work morning/school morning.

Where do you usually eat lunch? Why do you eat there?

Do you usually get a lot of phone calls during the day? Who usually calls you and why?

How do you usually relax in the evening? What do you do for pleasure?

Do you visit your friends and/or family after school? What do you do together?

Do you help your younger siblings or friends with their homework? How do you help them?

What time do you usually have dinner? Who prepares dinner? What types of food do you usually have for dinner?

What do you usually do on the weekend? Describe your typical weekend.

Unit 10: Experiences

Describe a situation when you felt really sad.

Describe a situation when you felt really scared.

What day of your life would you like to forget? Describe the experience.

Describe an experience you have had of tasting exotic food.

Describe a time when you embarrassed yourself in public.

Describe the experience of being in love.

Describe a time when you passed a difficult exam.

Describe a time when you were very sick. 

Describe an experience you had of feeling very safe.

Describe a time when you were waiting for good news. 

Unit 11: Family

Talk about your family members. What are they like?

Describe a typical day with your family in your home.

Do you think your parents understand you? Why or why not?

If you could have fewer or more siblings, how many would you like to have? Why?

Do any of your grandparents live with you? What have you learned from your grandmother or grandfather?

How many uncles, aunts, and cousins do you have? Where do they live?

What housework do you do? Do you like doing it?

Should parents discipline their children? How do/did your parents discipline you?

What do you usually do to celebrate birthdays in your family?

When you were little, what was something you used to do with your family?

Unit 12: Feelings

What things make you feel happy and why? Describe a situation like that.

What things make you feel annoyed and why? Describe a situation like that.

What things make you feel nervous and why? Describe a situation like that.

What things make you feel sacred and why? Describe a situation like that.

What things make you cry and why? Describe a situation like that.

What things make you bite your nails and why? Describe a situation like that.

What things make you shiver and why? Describe a situation like that.

What things make you scream/yell and why? Describe a situation like that.

What things make you perspire and why? Describe a situation like that.

What things make you feel content and why? Describe a situation like that.

Unit 13: Air Travel

Have you ever traveled by airplane? Where did you go? Describe your trip.

What are the various parts of a plane? How is each part important?

What things do you have to do before you board an airplane?

Describe what a pilot and a co-pilot do during flight. Where do they sit?

Describe the most comfortable and the most expensive section/class on a plane.

Where are the emergency exits located on a plane? 

What can people do on a plane during a flight?

When you are on an airplane, would you talk to the person next to you? What would you talk about? Explain.

How do you think you would feel in an airplane when the weather was bad and there was a lot of turbulence?

Would you consider being a flight attendant? Explain.

Unit 14: Food

What is your favorite food? Describe how you prepare it.

Describe a recipe that has been passed down through generations in your family.

What is the strangest food that you have ever eaten? Did you like it?

Do you have any food allergies? List common foods that people can be allergic to.

How often do you eat out? What is your favorite restaurant?

Do you prefer eating home-cooked meals or eating out? Why?

Do you like to eat in fast-food restaurants? Explain.

What is a typical type of diet in your country?

What is “pot luck”? Is it popular in your country? What is your favorite type of food from a foreign country? Why? 

Describe one tradition related to eating/preparing food in your family.

Unit 15: Fruits and Vegetables

What is fruit? What are vegetables? What is the difference between fruit and vegetables? Explain.

What is your favorite vegetable? Why? What dish can you prepare with your favorite vegetable? How do you prepare it?

What vegetables do people grow in your native country? What vegetables are used to prepare traditional dishes in your country? How do you prepare these dishes?

How do you prepare your favorite salad? What vegetables do you use?

What can you do with the parts of vegetables and fruits that you don't eat? Explain. 

Why might genetically modified fruits and vegetables (e.g., seedless watermelons and grapes, oversized cucumbers and strawberries) be dangerous for your health? Explain.

What is the meaning of the saying: A tree is known by its fruit? Do you have a saying with similar meaning in your culture? Explain.

What is the meaning of the saying: Forbidden fruit is the sweetest? Do you have a saying with similar meaning in your culture? Explain.

What does it mean when somebody is called to be “as cool as a cucumber”? Do you know anybody who is “as cool as a cucumber”? Explain.

If you were a vegetable, what kind of vegetable would you be? Why? 

Unit 16: Giving Directions

Give directions from your house to your friend’s house.

Describe how to get from your house to the nearest post office.

Tell how to get to the nearest department store from your home.

Give directions how to get from your home to the nearest gas station.

Tell how to get to the zoo from your home.

Tell how to get to the nearest bookstore from your home.

Describe the way from your home to the nearest subway station.

Give directions from a local tourist attraction to your home.

Describe how to get to your local public library from your school campus.

Give directions from the airport to your home.

Unit 17: Health

What natural ways of healing do you know? How can you take care of your cold without using cold medicines?

What over-the-counter medications do you use? When do you use them?

How do you usually exercise? Do you go to a gym?

What healthy habits do you think parents should teach their children?

What is the most important thing you do to look after your health? Explain.

Should smoking in public places be allowed? Explain.

What foods are considered unhealthy? Why?

How often do you go to the doctor?

How do you deal with stress? What activities do you do to help you relax?

Give examples of how illnesses can be passed down from generation to generation. Explain. 

Unit 18: The Internet

What do you think are the main reasons that people use the Internet extensively?

What do you think are the drawbacks of spending too much time online? Explain.

Do you know of anybody who overuses the Internet? What are the warning signs of overusing the Internet? What should you do if you think that your friend is addicted to the Internet and needs help?

Do you think the Internet negatively influences our interpersonal communication skills? Explain.

How do you think the Internet helps in education?

Do you think it is ethical to download essays or copy information from the Internet and present it as your own? Explain.

What do you think parents should do to make sure their children do not access inappropriate websites at home?

Do you think that, in the future, the Internet will replace current, standard education as well as the current type of library? Explain.

Do you often buy things online? What do you buy? Do you think it is more convenient to shop online than shop in traditional stores? Explain.

Why do you think some businesses choose to advertise their products on-line instead of on TV? Explain.

Unit 19: Jobs and Occupations

What are the jobs that you would never be able to do? Why?

What do you think is the best age to start working/get a job? Why? 

What questions should you ask and which questions should you never ask during a job interview? Why?

Do you think it is important to work with people who are team players or people who are individualists? Explain.

Would you consider accepting a job that requires extensive traveling? Explain.

Would you consider being self-employed? Why?

What jobs can women do now that they could not do 10-20 years ago in your country? What brought this change in women’s lives?

If a wife had a higher-paying job and a husband had a lower-paying job, how do you think it would influence their relationship? Explain.

Do women and men in your country get equal pay for equal jobs? Explain.

When do you think people should retire? Why?

Unit 20: Literature and Books

Do you think reading is important? Why?

What is your favorite literary genre? Why do you like it?

Who is your favorite character in literature? Why is he or she your favorite?

Who is the most famous writer in your country? Why?

Would you continue reading a book even if the introduction or first chapter was not very interesting? Explain.

Why is it important to read classical literature? 

What famous classical books of British literature have you read? Which book is your favorite? Why?

Do you think it is important to study world literature at school? Explain.

How do you get knowledge from textbooks (e.g., read, discuss, review)? Explain.

How do you think people can learn to read faster? Give recommendations.
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