Just Speak Up 2 – Extra Questions


Unit 01: A Day at the Beach

Do you like spending time at the beach? Explain.

How do you normally get to the beach?

What do you usually prepare for a day at the beach?

Do you like to bring your lounge chairs with you or do you prefer to sit on the sand? Explain.

What activities do you like to do when you are at the beach? Explain. 

What games do you usually play when you are at the beach?

Why is it important to drink lots of liquids when you are at the beach?

Do you like it when people next to you listen to loud music at the beach? Explain.

When you go to the beach, what food do you usually prepare? Why do some people like to prepare their food at the beach (e.g., barbeque, hotdogs, hamburgers)? Explain.

Describe the last time you spent time at the beach.

Unit 02: Giving Advice

Your friend would like to buy a birthday present for his father. What advice can you give him on what to buy and why?

You have a party at your house tonight. Your friend would like to come, but you know that he has an important exam tomorrow. What can you tell your friend? What should he do?

Your friend is very sick and the doctor told him to stay in bed; however, he wants to go to the movies with you. What should you tell him? What should he really do and why?

Your friend is 18-years-old and he wants to get married. Talk to him and tell him what you think he should do.

You see that your neighbor sometimes mistreats his dog. Talk to your friend about the situation and tell him or her what you think you should do about it.

You saw your friend cheat on an exam. Tell him why cheating is not acceptable and offer advice on what to do for the next exam.

Your friend is a very good student. He is considering working for a company instead of going to the university. What should you tell him? 

Your friend is studying English as a foreign language and would like to improve her writing skills. Give her advice on how she can do that.

Your little sister would like to improve her grades at school. Give her advice on what to do to achieve that.

Your friend is a member of a gang. You know it is very dangerous. What should you tell him? 

Unit 03: Ailments and Treatments

What should you do if you get sick?

How do you feel when you catch a cold? What should you do when you catch a cold?

How do you feel when you have a sore throat? What should you do for your sore throat?

How can you get a stomachache? What should you do when you have a stomachache?

How can you get an earache? What should you do about it?

What can cause a headache? What should a person do about a headache?

How do you feel when you have a backache? How do people get backaches? What should a person do about it?

What might cause a toothache? What should you do about it?

How do you feel when you have a high fever? What should you do about it?

What are the ways to treat hiccups? Describe them. Which do you think is best? Explain.

Unit 04: Animals and Pets

How do you/would you take care of your pet?

What is your favorite animal? Why?

What do you think is the funniest animal? Explain.

What animals are you afraid of? Explain.

Do you think animals show emotions? Explain.

Why do some people choose not to have pets in their homes?

Do you think animals can be “smart” or “silly”? Explain.

How do some animals help people with disabilities? Give examples.

How do animal species depend on each other (e.g., food chain)? Give examples how every animal has its place in nature.

Do we need to protect people from animals or animals from people? Explain.

Unit 05: Appearances

Describe what the person sitting across from you looks like.

Describe what the most popular boy in your class looks like.

Describe what your best friend looks like.

Describe what your father looks like.

Describe what your grandmother/grandfather looks like.

Describe what the president of your country looks like.

Describe what a famous actor in your country looks like.

Describe what a famous actress in your country looks like.

Describe what a famous male singer in your country looks like.

Describe what a famous celebrity in the US looks like.

Unit 06: At the Doctor's

When should a person go to the doctor? Give examples of diseases or injuries that require a visit to the doctor.

What information do you have to provide to the doctor before an appointment?

Why is it important to give your doctor information about the health issues of your grandparents, parents, and siblings?

What types of thing does a person have to do when he or she is at the doctor’s?

What instruments/tools/equipment does a doctor use to diagnose diseases?

If you get a prescription from your doctor, where do you go to fill it?

Do you like staying in bed when you are sick? Explain.

Do you like staying in the hospital when you are sick? Explain. Who takes care of you when you are in the hospital?

Why do some people prefer self-treatment? Give examples when self-treatment might be dangerous.

Why is it important for people to visit their doctor regularly, even when they are not sick?

Unit 07: Beauty

In your opinion, who is a beautiful person? Describe what makes him or her beautiful.

Do you think advertising influences what we think of beauty? Give examples.

Do you think being attractive means being popular? Explain.

Would you choose to date a beautiful person or an intelligent person? Explain.

Does having a lot of money make it easier to be beautiful? Explain.

What do you think is “too much” make-up? Do you find make-up attractive? Explain.

Would you consider cosmetic surgery? What features(s) would you improve?

Do you have a tattoo? Would you consider getting one? If so, describe the tattoo you might consider getting. If not, why not?

What do you think of beauty pageants?

Describe your ideal man or woman.

Unit 08: Cars and Driving

Describe your favorite car. Why is it your favorite? 

Do you think safety features are more important than luxury for a car? 

What is your favorite color for a car? Explain.

Would you prefer to drive a manual or an automatic car? Why?

In large cities, is it more convenient to drive a car or to take a bus? Explain.

Do gas prices influence people’s decisions about which car to own? Explain.

Have you (or somebody you know) ever been in an accident? What happened?

Does drunk driving present a problem in your country?

Speeding is against the law. Can slow driving be dangerous as well? Explain.

How old do you think a person should be to get a driver’s license? Explain.

Unit 09: Celebrating Birthdays

Describe the feelings you have when your birthday is approaching.

Do you like to plan your own birthday party, or do you like somebody else to do it for you? Explain.

Do you like to invite your family and friends together to your birthday, or do you prefer to have separate celebrations for them? Explain.

Have your friends ever thrown a surprise birthday party for you? How would you feel if they did? Explain.

What type of food do you like prepared for your birthday party?

Where do you usually buy your birthday cake? What kind of cake is your favorite?

What do you usually do at your birthday party?

What songs do people sing at birthdays (e.g., “Happy Birthday to You”)? What is the traditional birthday song in your culture? 

Do you usually tell people what you would like to get for your birthday or, do you like it to be a surprise? Explain.

What was the biggest birthday party that you ever had? Describe it.

Unit 10: Cell Phones

Why is it convenient to have a cell phone?

Who else in your family has a cell phone? Describe situations when you have to call other family members.

Who pays the cell phone bill in your family? How much is it usually? Is it too high? Explain.

How many text-messages do you send per month? Is it too many? Whom do you send text-messages to? What do you send text-messages about?

Why do people change ring-tones on their cell phones? How often do you do it? Why?

What music and games do you download on your cell phone? What is your favorite song or cell phone game? Explain.

Does it annoy you when people have their cell phones on during a movie in a movie theater? Explain.

Why is it important to have your cell phone turned off during classes at school?

Why is it dangerous to drive and talk on your cell phone at the same time?

Describe the next generation cell phone.

Unit 11: Chores

What things around the house do you have to do every week?

Who repairs things around your house? Explain.

Who washes the dishes in your house? Explain.

What chores do you do in your house? Do you enjoy doing them? Explain.

Who does the cooking in your family? What meals do you usually eat at home?

Where is the nearest grocery store, market or supermarket located? What groceries do you usually buy there?

What chores do you have to do at the post office? Who usually does that in your family? Explain.

Do you have (do you know of anybody who has) pets at home? Who takes care of them? Explain. 

Who in the family takes out the garbage and recycles? Explain.

Should children receive money for completing their chores? Explain.

Unit 12: Your Hometown

Talk a little about the history of your hometown.

What are the main attractions in your hometown? What are the most famous places?

What is the biggest park in your hometown? What can people see and do there?

Are there any libraries in your hometown? Where is the biggest one? Do you check out books from the library?

Is there a sports stadium in your hometown? Where can people play sports in your hometown?

Describe the industries in your hometown. What do they produce?

Where do people go grocery shopping in your hometown?

Where is the most popular place to relax in your hometown? Explain.

Describe what the weather is like in your hometown. Do you have all four seasons there?

What is your favorite place in your hometown? 

Unit 13: Clothes and Fashion

Describe the clothes you are wearing right now.

What’s your favorite color to wear? What clothes do you own that are this color?

What is your favorite pair of shoes? Why is it your favorite? Explain.

How is your style in clothing similar to or different from your best friend’s?

What styles of clothing do you find unattractive? Explain.

Describe traditional clothing in your country.

What do people in your country wear for their school/college graduation ceremony?

Why is it a good idea to wear a suit and a tie for men or a conservative outfit for women to a job interview? Explain.

Why do some teenagers like to wear clothing that makes them look different from others (e.g., too tight, too loose, too colorful or too conservative)? Explain.

Do you think school uniforms should be required at all schools? Explain.

Unit 14: Clothes for Special Occasions

Describe what you usually wear to work in your front/back yard.

Describe what you usually wear to bed.

Describe what you usually wear to the gym.

Describe what you usually wear to the beach.

Describe what you usually wear to a dance club/party.

Describe what you usually wear for a job interview.

Describe what you usually wear to go out with your grandmother/grandfather.

What do people usually wear to work/office?

What do people in your country usually wear in the winter?

What do people in your country usually wear in the spring/fall or when it rains?

Unit 15: Color

What is your favorite color? Explain.

What colors do you think go well together? Explain.

What colors do you think do not go well together? Explain.

What color is your bedroom? Would you like to change it? Explain.

What is your favorite hair color? What do you think of people who dye their hair in bright colors?

Why do you think little girls are usually dressed in pink? Explain.

What do you think is the color of happiness? Explain.

What does “feeling blue” mean? Describe a situation when you felt blue. 

Explain the meaning of the saying: Speech is silver, but silence is golden.

What special meanings are assigned to colors in your culture? Explain.

Unit 16: Computers and Technology

Do you have a computer at home? Describe its hardware and software.

How often do you use a computer and for what tasks? Explain.

Is it more convenient to have a desktop computer or a laptop? Explain.

Does using a computer make doing homework easier? Explain.

What attracts people to chat rooms? Explain.

What is your favorite website? Why is it your favorite?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of having your cell phone on all the time?

What do you think a “perfect” cell phone should be able to do? Explain.

What machines should a modern office have? How do these machines help people in business? 

Describe what you think computers will be able to do in twenty years.

Unit 17: Crime

Do you think people think of consequences when they break the law? Explain.

Is it safe to go walking after dark in your city? Explain.

Which city in your country is more dangerous than others? Why?

Describe what happened to you or somebody you know who was a victim of a crime.

Why is it dangerous to join a gang?

Why is it dangerous when people buy guns illegally? What punishment should they get for this crime?

What punishment should people who sell drugs receive? Why?

Give examples of crimes that have recently been in the news.

Is breaking copyright laws a crime? Explain. 

Do you think crime rates will drop in the future? Explain.

Unit 18: Education

What is the best way for you to learn something (e.g., reading, talking, listening, seeing, doing)?

Describe a situation when you had to teach someone how to do something or solve a problem.

How do your parents reward you for good grades and punish you for bad grades?

Describe the teacher who made the greatest difference in your education.

Do you think education happens only at school? Explain.

Do you think schools teach what students really need to know? Explain. 

Why is it important to have vacations? How long do you think they should be?

Does listening to music help you or distract you while doing homework?

In your country, does a good education guarantee you a good job? Explain.

How important do you think it is to study abroad? Explain.

Unit 19: Emergency Responses and First Aid

Describe an emergency situation that you have experienced.

Do you keep an emergency/first aid kit at home? What do you have in it?

If you witnessed a car accident and the driver is badly injured and stuck in the car, what should you do?

You are babysitting your little cousin on the weekend. He accidentally swallows dishwashing liquid. Describe the first aid that is necessary in this situation.

You are jogging through a park when a huge dog jumps out on your path and bites you on your leg. What would you do in this situation? Why might dog bites be dangerous for your health?

Your clothes are on fire. What should you do? What are the ways to minimize burns and damage to your body?

You are visiting your grandfather when he suddenly falls on the floor unconscious. He is not breathing. What should you do in this situation?

While you were cooking dinner, you spilled some oil on your stove and it caught fire. What should you do to minimize the possible damage to your house?

While you were cutting some vegetables for your salad, your knife slipped and cut your arm deeply. What should you do with your wound?

Your father was fixing the roof of your house and was standing on a ladder. Suddenly the ladder tipped, and your father fell on his back. He cannot move and he is in a lot of pain. What should you do and what should you not do in this situation?

Unit 20: Entertainment

What would you choose to do if you had $50?

Why are surprise parties popular? Have you ever organized a surprise party for somebody? Describe.

Do you like to go dancing? Are you good at it? Explain.

Should TV be for education or entertainment? Explain.

Do you like theater? Have you ever seen a play at the theater? Which ones have you seen?

Why do you think so many people like classical music? Are you one of them? Explain.

Who is your favorite singer? Why?

Why do some people find gambling entertaining? Have you ever gone gambling and won/lost any money? If you won any money, what would you do with the winnings?

Should children be allowed to play violent videogames? Explain.

How often do you read comic books? Do you think comic books should be entertaining or educational?
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