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Unit 1 The Lost Key
   Last week at school, I couldn’t find my key. It was the key to my house, so I was really worried. How could I get in? I looked for the key everywhere. I looked in my bag, in and under my desk, behind the teacher’s desk, and near a window. I thought maybe it was under something on my desk. So, I picked all my papers up and looked under them. But I couldn’t find my key anywhere! I was the last student left in the class. Even the teacher was gone. My friends came down the hall and saw that I was upset, so they helped me search. I thought I left it out in the hallway, but it wasn’t there. I was worried I lost it down the toilet! How could I ever get it back if it was down the toilet? My friends and I looked everywhere, but we couldn’t find the key. Then, one of my friends told me to check in my pockets again. Oops! To my surprise, I found out that my key was in my pocket! It was there all along, but out of sight. I felt very silly. Now, my friends tease me about “losing” things. They say I can’t even see things right in front of me!
Unit 2 An Exciting Gift
 Dear Aunt Kim and Uncle Steve,

   Thank you so much for the new bicycle! My old bike was much too small for me, but this new one is just right. Blue is my favorite color, and I love the red stripes. The shiny basket on the front is very convenient. I use it when I go shopping at the mall with my friends or when we go for a picnic in the park.

   When I saw the box under the Christmas tree, I couldn’t believe it was a bike. I thought it was too tiny to be a bike. Mom and Dad laughed, and when I looked in the box, I saw that the bike was in pieces. Mom and I put it together the day after Christmas. As soon as we finished, I got on it and rode around town. Then, I went to the store and bought cookies and put them in the basket to bring home. Now, all my friends want a new bike like mine. Emily and Kevin both asked to take a ride on it.

   I’ll bring my bike when we come to visit you in the spring. Maybe we can go for a ride in the country together!

Love,

Melissa
Unit 3 A Scary Night
    It was dark and quiet in our bedroom, and the clouds in the night sky were hiding the moon. I felt the darkness around me and could not sleep. Then, the full moon came out from behind the clouds. Through the window, I saw something strange in the yard behind our house.

   “Julia,” I said nervously, “Wake up! I think there’s a ghost outside.”

   Julia woke up and looked around. “Jackie? What do you want?” she asked sleepily.

   “There’s a ghost in the garden,” I said. “It’s dancing beside the swing.”

   “What does it look like?” she asked.

   “It’s white and it’s long,” I said quietly. I didn’t want the ghost to realize we were awake. It felt like we were in a horror movie. “It looks like the ghost of a child,” I said.

   “I think your ghost is my beach towel. I washed it and hung it to dry this afternoon. I forgot to bring it into the house.” Julia smiled kindly. “I’m sorry it startled you, but it’s nothing to be afraid of.”

   “Well, you should be more careful next time,” I said. “You could really scare someone!”
Unit 4 Skates and Sales
   Ocean City Sport is a store that sells all types of sports equipment. They sell things for hiking, biking, and running. They have a large selection of many different types of skates. Skating of all kinds is very popular in Ocean City, so the store is often busy. In certain months, they sell a large number of ice skates. In other months, they sell more inline skates, which are like ice skates with wheels.

   Inline skate sales are generally higher during the warmer months. In the spring, inline skate sales begin to increase. A lot of inline skates are sold in July and August. Sales depend on the time of year. The highest totals are usually in June and July. Many people come to Ocean City for a vacation in these months. As temperatures decrease, so do inline skate sales. But then, in the winter, ice skate sales increase. Many pairs of ice skates are sold in November, and hockey skate sales are highest in December. Even at their highest, though, winter ice skate sales are never as high as summer inline skate sales.
Unit 5 A Helping Hand
   Katie lives in the country and goes hiking whenever she gets the opportunity.

   Last spring, in late April, Katie was hiking with her mother in the forest by their house. Suddenly, they heard a soft noise somewhere nearby, and they looked at each other nervously.

   What was that? Katie whispered. Katie and her mom walked slowly and quietly around the trees. Suddenly, they saw a baby deer lying near the path!

   Mom, she s hurt, said Katie. Can we take her home and help her? It could be a problem, Katie. It’s not easy to care for a deer, her mother replied. It’s a big responsibility.

   But she’s very little. We can keep her in the barn and care for her and call her, um . . . Grace!

   So, they took the little deer home to live with them until she got better.

   Every day, Katie looked after Grace, and day by day Grace got stronger. Katie loved to take care of her forest friend.

   When fall came, Katie s mother said, Grace is well now and should go home. Katie didn’t want Grace to go. But her mother told her, She’s a wild animal and must live in the woods. So, Katie and her mom went back to the forest and set Grace free.
Unit 6 The Super Spring Sale!  
   Hit the trails this spring with a brand-new mountain bike! Ocean City Sport is having its Super Spring Bike Sale. The sale begins Saturday, May 25th. All mountain bikes will be 30% off and street bikes will be 20% off. Bike helmets, bags, and shoes will also be on sale at 15% off. Customers will receive a free water bottle and T-shirt with each purchase of more than $30. Hurry! The sale will only last for five days, so buy now and save money! You could be riding a new bike now. Don’t wait until next year to enjoy the mountain trails! Have fun this spring with a new bike from Ocean City Sport. Call 555-2587 for more information or visit our website at www.oceancitysport.com!
Unit 7 See You in Spring!
Dear Melissa,

   Your uncle and I are delighted that you like your new bicycle. Your father told us that you wanted a blue bike for Christmas. We bought it a few weeks before Christmas. When we took it to the post office, the man there took it all apart! He then put it in a much smaller box. It was much cheaper to send it off to you in that small box. I bet you were surprised that a bike could fit in such a small package. Your parents hid it out of sight in the garage until Christmas day. It was a complicated plan, and we were worried you might notice something! Were you surprised? We hope your Christmas was the best ever!

   Bring your bike when you come to visit us in spring. Our bikes are very old, but we still ride them almost every day. We love the country roads nearby. We would love to go bike riding with you and your mom and dad!

   Well, we look forward to seeing you and your parents in a few months. Until then, please ride carefully and remember to wear your helmet! We miss you very much.

Love,

Aunt Kim and Uncle Steve
Unit 8 In Today’s News
   There was a small fire in the kitchen of Oakwood Middle School today at 10:25 a.m. There was a lot of smoke, which spread to the classrooms near the kitchen, but the fire did not last very long. Damage to the kitchen was minor. All of the teachers and students got out of the building safely, and no one was hurt. Firefighters arrived at the school soon after they were called. It took them about twenty minutes to put out the fire completely. The fire started when the cooks began to prepare for the students’ lunch.

   “The stoves were so old that they caused a fire,” said Gavin Smith, the fire chief. “I think they had the same stoves when I went to school here! They have been a fire hazard for a long time, and the school will need to buy new stoves now. I am delighted that the fire did not spread to other parts of the school.”

   The school was closed for the day, and the students were allowed to go home. Tonight, the school will be cleaned and prepared for classes tomorrow. So, there will be school tomorrow, but students will have to bring their own lunches until the kitchen is fixed!

Unit 9 Worth Reading!
   There are many great science fiction books out there, but one of the most well-known is The Time Machine. It was written by H.G. Wells. The story of The Time Machine is about a creative man who believes it is possible to travel through time. He builds a time-travel machine. He tries it out and, much to his surprise, it takes him 800,000 years into the future! The future Earth is very different. It is empty of creatures, except for the Eloi. The Eloi are a simple and peaceful people. They help him and give him food to eat. At first, he enjoys his visit to the future very much. The future Earth seems like paradise, but then he loses his time machine. He begins to search for the machine because he wants to go back to his own time. While searching for it, he discovers a second, less friendly people called the Morlocks. They live underground and they have his machine! He has many adventures trying to get his time machine, and some of them are quite scary!

   Will he get the machine? Is it possible for him to go back to the past? Get the book and find out. It’s worth reading!
Unit 10 The Bicycle Catalog
   David loves to ride his bike in the mountains, and his old bike was showing some wear and tear. David's grandparents wanted to give him a better, stronger bike for Christmas, so they picked up a bike catalog from Ocean City Sport. After carefully looking through the catalog, they chose the one they thought David would prefer to have.

   Here are two pages taken from the catalog.
§ ZOOM Bicycles §

Zoom 400

• 24 speeds

• Large frame size

• Front and back brakes

• Colors: orange, purple, blue

• Price: $450

Zoom 300

• 21 speeds

• Large and medium frame sizes

• Front brakes

• Colors: red, white, silver

• Price: $300

Zoom 200

• 16 speeds

• Small frame size

• Colors: orange, black, blue

• Price: $150
§ DYNO Cycle Company §

DYNO Raptor

• 24 speeds

• Large and medium frame sizes

• Front brakes

• Colors: blue, red, yellow

• Price: $325

DYNO Spider

• 21 speeds

• Medium and small frame sizes

• Large seat

• Colors: red, green, black

• Price: $200
Unit 11 A National Hero
   Terry Fox was born in Canada in 1958. While growing up, Terry was very active and he loved to play sports. In 1977, when he was 18 years old, Terry developed pain in his right knee. He went to see a doctor about the problem and got some terrible news. He had cancer. The doctors at the hospital had to cut off Terry’s right leg.

   Terry didn’t let that stop him. He learned how to use an artificial leg. He continued to play sports. But now, Terry wanted to do something more. While in the hospital, Terry met other cancer patients, many of them young children. Terry wanted to do something to help them. He decided to run across Canada to raise money for cancer research. He called this the Marathon of Hope.

   Terry started his Marathon of Hope on A pril 12, 1980. Unfortunately, after 143 days and 5,373 kilometers, Terry had to quit. His cancer had come back. Terry Fox died a few months later at the age of 22.

   Although Terry never finished his Marathon of Hope, he inspired many people. Now, once a year, people around the world do the Terry Fox Run. They run in memory of this national hero and to continue to raise money for cancer research. To date, more than $400 million has been raised, thanks to Terry Fox.
Unit 12 The Water Cycle
   Where did your water come from before it arrived in your kitchen? Is your glass of water as new as this morning or as old as the dinosaurs? Is it even older than the dinosaurs? Water on Earth is always moving round and round, like a wheel turning. This is called

“the water cycle,” and it has no beginning or end. But to talk about it, we must choose a place to begin. We will start with the oceans, the largest bodies of water on Earth.

   In this part of the cycle, the sun heats the water in the oceans, and then the warm water evaporates into the air. The water in the air eventually comes together to form very large clouds. Wind then moves the clouds over the land. When clouds finally meet cold air, the water comes down in the form of rain or snow.

   Some of this rainwater will stay on the land, but most of the water goes down into rivers and streams. Finally, it goes back to the oceans, where the cycle begins again.

   The water cycle is billions of years old. So, think again about how old that water in your cup is! It’s much, much older than you thought.
Unit 13 Fiction Can Be Fun!
   “Hey, Oscar,” Katie asked. “How was your English class this morning?”

   “Terrible. I hate reading. It’s so boring,” Oscar said. “I’d rather be outside, playing soccer.”

   “Well, my class was awesome today!” Katie said. “We started a really interesting book. In this book, there are two characters who were really two parts of the same person. Their names are Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.”

   Oscar said, “That sounds like an interesting story. What happens?”

   Katie explained, “Dr. Jekyll was a quiet, hard-working scientist. He was always in his laboratory, doing research. One day, he made a potion and drank it. When he drank it, his personality and even his appearance changed! It turned him into a man called Mr. Hyde.”

   “Wow!” Oscar said. 

   Katie continued, “Mr. Hyde and Dr. Jekyll were like night and day. Hyde was dangerous, and very violent. He even killed a person! Dr Jekyll tried to hide this part of himself, but in the end, Dr. Jekyll couldn’t control Mr. Hyde. He had to do something about this part of himself.”

   “Maybe reading isn’t so bad after all. Can I borrow that book?” asked Oscar.
   What do you think happened to Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde at the end of this story? Read the book to find out!
Unit 14 No School!
   Like many other schools, Oakwood Middle School sometimes has to cancel classes. Most of the time, it is because of the weather. We get a lot of snow in the winter here. If we have a big snow storm, we sometimes have more than one day off. Many years ago, there was even a tornado! It damaged some things, but no one was hurt. We went home early that day.

   Sometimes there is no school because of a special holiday or event, like Thanksgiving Day, or when the teachers have special meetings at school. I love it when there is no school on a Monday or a Friday. Then, we have a long weekend with more time for fun!

   Our school is very old, too, so sometimes parts of the building wear out and must be repaired. Every year, there are windows that have to be replaced. Last year, all the toilets overflowed! We laughed, but it was a big problem for the school to fix. Any type of emergency means that classes have to stop for the day, and the students must go home.

   Look at the chart below. It shows the reasons why school was canceled in the past two years.
	
	Weather
	Holidays
	Emergencies
	Repairs
	Special Events

	This Year
	8
	13
	1
	2
	3

	Last Year
	6
	14
	3
	4
	3


Unit 15 The Hitchhiker
   Jared sat by the campfire, listening to his mother tell stories. Campfires make people talk about strange things, and his mother’s stories were surprising. Finally, she said, “I will tell you a true story, then we should go to bed for the night.

   One cold night, I was driving and I saw a young girl hitchhiking on the road. It was late and there were no lights nearby, so I stopped to give her a ride. She got into the car, and I gave her my jacket to help her warm up.

   She told me where she lived and I drove there. Strangely, when we got there, she just stayed in the car. I went to the door and an older woman answered, I told her about the girl. She smiled sadly and showed me a photo. It was of the girl sitting in my car. She said it was her daughter who died ten years before, near that part of the road. Her daughter’s ghost hitchhikes home every year on the day of her death. I ran back to my car and looked in, but she wasn’t there! She vanished into thin air!

   The next day, I went to look for her grave. On top of the stone, I found my neatly folded jacket. I never believed in ghosts, but ever since that night, I’m not sure.”
Unit 16 Welcome to the Post Office
OCEAN CITY POST OFFICE INFORMATION

Count on your local post office for all of your shipping needs!

BUSINESS HOURS

Post Office Help Window

Hours: Monday through Friday---9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

      Saturday---9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mail Drop-off Box

Hours: Open 24 hours a day

      Mailbox pickup times: 9 a.m., 1 p.m., 5 p.m.

      (Mail dropped off after 5 p.m. will be picked up the following day.)

DOMESTIC POSTAL RATES

Letter Rate 50 cents per ounce

Package Rate

Regular mail: 1 to 10 pounds $10.00

            over 10 pounds $1.50 per pound

Airmail:     1 to 10 pounds $20.00

            over 10 pounds $2.00 per pound

Express post: up to 8 ounces $15.00

            $2.00 for each additional ounce

*For international rates, please speak with a postal employee.
Unit 17 The Amazon 
   The Amazon is one of the most amazing places on Earth. It is a rainforest that covers half of South America. The Amazon has been called the “lungs of our planet.” It makes more than 20 percent of the oxygen Earth needs. This rainforest contains the largest collection of plants and animals in the world. In just three acres of rainforest, you can find over 750 kinds of trees and 1,500 kinds of plants.

   The amazing amount of life here is supported by the Amazon River. It is the life giver of the rainforest. This river is the second longest river in the world and flows from the Andes Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean. In one part, the Amazon River is over 200 miles (320 kilometers) across! With all this water, it is not surprising that the river also has a large collection of water creatures. There are more than 2,000 kinds of fish in the Amazon River---more kinds of fish than in the Atlantic Ocean!

   The Amazon is an important resource for us on Earth. One-fourth of all medicine is made from rainforest plants. And the rainforest itself is so huge that it actually helps control violent weather on Earth. Our health and the health of the Earth itself depends on the Amazon.
Unit 18 How to Make Lemonade
You need:

4 lemons              1 pitcher

2 cups of sugar        1 bowl

3 cups of hot water     1 knife

7 cups of cold water    1 big spoon

ice cubes

   Before you begin, make sure you have everything you need. Cut the lemons in half. Squeeze the juice of each lemon half into a bowl. Take out any seeds that fall in. Carefully pour the hot water into the pitcher, then add the sugar to the water. Stir it until the sugar is completely dissolved. Put in the cold water and the lemon juice. Put the pitcher in the refrigerator and let it cool for at least one hour.

   Before serving the lemonade, add ice cubes until the liquid reaches the top of the pitcher.

   Now it’s ready to drink! Enjoy!
Unit 19 What is Global Warming?
   Do you think that the Earth is getting hotter? Well, it is. All over the world, people are noticing increases in temperature. Many scientists are worried about this growing problem. They call this change in the temperature of the Earth “global warming.”

   Global warming is a slow change that happens over many, many years. If it continues, global warming may cause the ice on Earth to melt. This effect would add a lot of water to the oceans. The rising waters in the oceans would eventually cover cities like Los Angeles and London. Another effect of global warming would be on Earth’s weather. Our weather would become much more violent. We would have many more terrible storms like tornadoes.

   Global warming may be caused by nature, but people may also be to blame. Our actions have an effect on our world. Burning oil and cutting down lots of trees also speeds up global warming, and we continue to do these things. Large streets and cities made with concrete also add to the problem. Concrete reflects light and absorbs heat, so it works to makes the Earth hotter.

   To slow global warming, we should try to use less energy in our daily lives. Many small actions make a big difference to our home planet. We need to start helping the Earth now before it is too late.
Unit 20 An Unusual Day
   Yesterday, there was an unusual happening at Oakwood School. One English teacher asked students to write about what happened. This was written by one of her students.

   Something unusual happened at our school today. I was in math class as usual at that time when suddenly the fire alarm went off! Some people were scared, and screamed, but I didn’t. I was startled, but I was too curious to be scared. In fact, I thought it was just a drill. For me, the worst part was the fire alarm itself. It was so loud!

   Our math teacher told us to stay calm and follow him out of the school. When we got into the hall, the alarm was even louder, so I stuck my fingers in my ears. We walked very quickly out the back door and into the parking lot. Then, we could see what was happening.

   It was not a drill! There was smoke coming from two cars in the parking lot. It looked like they were on fire! Luckily, police cars and fire trucks soon arrived and the fire was quickly put out. When things were safe again, the principal talked to us. He said that the fire was caused by a problem in one car s engine. He also said school would be canceled for the rest of the day. When we heard that, we all cheered!
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