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Unit 1 The Rat and the Cat
   There was a huge rat in the king’s palace. It was so big that it killed every cat that tried to catch it.

   “I hate that rat! It’s dirty!” the king shouted to his servants. “Go find the strongest cat in the land!”

    Soon, a man came to the palace with his cat. The king thought it was too small, but the man said his cat could kill the rat. When the cat saw the huge rat, she jumped onto a table. The rat followed her. She jumped to the floor and so did the rat. The cat kept jumping, and the rat kept following.

   “Your cat is terrible!” said the king.

   “Just wait,” said the man. After a while the rat began to slow down. Then suddenly the cat turned and killed the rat.

   “I was wrong!” the king said. “Your cat is brave and clever. She waited until the rat was tired. Then it was easier to capture!”
Unit 2 The Fox and the Crow
   A black crow sat in a tree with a big piece of bread in her beak. A hungry fox saw the crow. He wanted to get the bread, but he couldn’t climb trees. Then he had an idea. He spoke loudly enough for the crow to hear.

   “I’ve never seen such a wonderful bird!” the fox said. “I love the color of your feathers. I wonder if your voice is as beautiful as your feathers. If it is, you must be the queen of all the birds!”

   The crow listened. The fox was saying such nice things about her! “Yes,” she thought, “my voice is beautiful.” She wanted the fox to hear, so she opened her beak.

   “Caw! Caw!” she screamed. The bread fell from her beak, and the fox ate it at once. As he ran away, the fox laughed.

   “Ha! You have a very loud voice, but you don’t have a clever brain!”
Unit 3 The Fire Dogs
   The Land of Darkness had no light. The king called his fire dogs. He ordered the fiercest dog to steal the sun and bring it home.

   As the dog raced toward the sun, he felt its great heat. He caught the sun in his teeth. However, his mouth burned badly, and he had to stop. He tried again and again but failed. The king was furious when the dog returned without the sun.

   “Go and get the moon instead,” he ordered. Although the dog was exhausted, he raced away.

   Soon, he felt the great coldness of the moon. When the dog bit it, his mouth froze. He tried many times. However, he couldn’t pull the moon home. The king sent all the fire dogs one by one, but they all failed.

   Since then, every king has tried bringing light to the Land of Darkness.

   When we see an eclipse of the sun or moon, it is a fire dog still trying to steal them!
Unit 4 Barking Like a Dog
   Li went to Wang’s house for lunch. Other friends were already sitting at the table.

   After lunch, Wang left the room to fix some tea. While Wang was in the kitchen, Li boasted to the others that he could make Wang bark like a dog. The other friends shook their heads and laughed. They didn’t believe him.

   When Wang returned, Li reported that several of his neighbors had been robbed recently. He thought that he should get a dog. He didn’t know much about dogs. He wondered if Wang could offer him some advice about what kind of dog to buy.

   Wang said Li should get a dog that had a loud bark.

   Li made a quiet barking noise, “Wow! Wow!” He asked if that was loud enough.

   “No!” laughed Wang. “That sounds like a small dog! You need a dog that barks like this: WOOF! WOOF!”

   That’s the way that Li made Wang bark like a dog.
Unit 5 The Dog and His Reflection
   One day, a dog was walking past a butcher’s shop, when he saw a big bone with a lot of meat on it. He waited until the shop was busy and nobody was looking. Then, he took the bone in his mouth and ran.

   He came to a river and began to cross over the bridge. When he was in the middle of the bridge, he looked down into the water. In the river, he saw another dog! This dog also had a bone. But this bone looked much better than his bone. It was nearly twice as big! He wanted that bone!

   He opened his mouth and dropped his bone. The river carried it away. Then he jumped into the water to take the bigger bone from the other dog. But there was no other dog and no bigger bone.

   The dog in the water was just his own reflection. So, in the end, he had nothing.
Unit 6 The New Bed
   A man called Zhang bought a new bed. He paid a lot of money for it. Zhang was proud of his new bed and wanted to show it to everyone. But he didn’t know how to do it. Then, one day, he thought of a way. He called all his friends and told them that he had to stay in bed because he was ill.

   Soon, his friends came to visit him. But nobody said anything about the new bed. One of his friends, Wu, had some new shoes. He was very proud of them. He sat next to Zhang’s bed and lifted up his feet. He put the shoes on the bed so that his friends could see. But nobody said anything. After a short time Wu turned to Zhang and asked, “So, Zhang, what is wrong with you?”

   Zhang understood what Wu was doing and he began to laugh. “I think we both have the same illness,” he said.
Unit 7 The Hen and the Rooster
   Once, a man bought a big, fat hen from a farmer. He thought it would be nice to eat it for supper. As he was walking home, a rooster began to flap around his head.

   It was crying and looked very sad. Maybe it was trying to tell him something. But he couldn’t understand what it wanted to say. When the man got home, he put the hen outside in a wooden box.

   That night the rooster flew to the man’s house and waited outside. The next morning the rooster was still there, standing close to the hen’s box. The man decided to catch it, but when he tried, the rooster dropped a piece of gold in front of him. Suddenly, the man realized what the rooster wanted.

   “I understand!” he said kindly. “You love your hen and want to buy her back from me.” The man let the hen go, and the two birds went away happily together.
Unit 8 The North Wind and the Sun
   The north wind and the sun were arguing. The wind laughed and said, “I am much stronger than you, Sun. You cannot move the trees or the water like I can!” The sun disagreed and said, “I think I’m stronger than you, Wind.”

   They looked down and saw a man walking along a road. They decided to have a competition. The winner would be the one who made the traveler take off his coat. 

   The wind tried first. It blew and almost took the man’s coat off. But the man pulled his coat tighter around himself. The wind blew even more strongly, but the man just pulled his coat on more tightly. 

   Then it was the sun’s turn. It began shining gently on the man. The man opened his coat.

   Soon, the man took off his coat and put it across his shoulders. The sun kept shining gently until the man took off his coat and put it in his bag. The sun had won.
Unit 9 The Uncle and Nephew
   A boy came to visit his uncle, who was a farmer. The uncle liked his nephew very much and was pleased to see him. However, the nephew just stayed inside and ate a lot of food. He ate all the potatoes, he ate all the eggs, and then he ate most of the chickens. Soon, there was hardly any food left. One day, the uncle spoke to his nephew.

   “You’ve been here for over a week. I’m afraid that I have no more food to give you. It’s time to go home.”

   “Don’t worry, Uncle!” the boy answered. “I saw some fat cows in the field when I first arrived.”

   The uncle thought about his cows and quickly said, “I’m sure they have all gone away to look for grass.”

   “I don’t think so, Uncle,” replied the nephew. “I have had a lot to eat here, and I know that animals do not leave places where they have plenty to eat!”
Unit 10 No Food for Lunch
   A man decided to visit a friend who lived a long way away. It took him two days to ride there on his horse. When he reached his friend’s house he saw a lot of chickens and ducks in the garden. The man was very tired and hungry after his journey. He knocked on the door. However, his friend said that he couldn’t stay because there was no food in the house. The visitor was very surprised. He had seen ducks and chickens in the garden. He thought for a moment and then said, “Could you please give me a sharp knife?”

   The friend asked why he needed it. The visitor said that he was going to kill his horse. Then, they could have a good meal together.

   His friend was surprised. “What? If you kill your horse, how will you get back?”

   The visitor answered, “If it’s all right with you, I’ll ride home on one of your ducks!”
Unit 11 The Thief’s Coat
   A thief went into a room where a poor man and his wife were sleeping. The only thing to steal was a jar of rice on a shelf near the bed. The thief decided to take the rice, but he didn’t want the old jar. He needed something to hold the rice. He removed his coat and put it on the floor so he could pour the rice into it. Then, he turned around to pick up the jar.

   Just then, the husband opened his eyes. Seeing the thief’s coat, he quietly pushed it under the bed. The thief turned, holding the jar. His coat had disappeared!

   Suddenly, the wife also woke up. When she saw the thief, she was frightened. Her husband told her not to worry. He said there was no thief in the room because there was nothing to steal. The thief asked angrily, “If there is no thief, then who has stolen my coat?”
Unit 12 The Flying Cow
   Once, there was a farmer who saved his money and bought a cow. One night he had a dream that the cow grew wings and flew away. The man thought the dream meant that the cow might die. He believed it was bad luck and worried that he would lose his money. So he sold the cow and put the money in a cloth bag. Now it was safe, he thought.

   At the market he saw an old woman selling birds in cages. She told him that birds bring good luck. So the farmer took some of the money and bought a bird. Then he thought about his dream. He worried that the bird might get out of the cage and fly away. So he opened the cage, took out the bird, and tied the money bag to one of its legs. But the bird was very strong. It flew out of his hands and up into the sky with his money.
Unit 13 The Big Lie
   A young man called Tan was a very good liar. He almost never told the truth. Even people who knew that he always lied sometimes believed him. 
   One day, an old man stopped Tan. “People tell me you are very good at lying,” he said. “But I am very wise. I will know if you are telling the truth. Go ahead. Try and tell me a big lie.”

   “Oh, I’m very sorry,” answered Tan. “But I don’t have time at the moment to tell you a lie, not even a small one. I just heard that West Lake has lost all of its water. It’s empty! Everybody is there trying to catch the fish before they die, and I want to get some myself. I promise to tell you a lie later.” When the man heard this he hurried as fast as he could to West Lake. But when he got there, he saw the lake was as full as it had always been.
Unit 14 Freeing the Birds
   As Li walked by the market one day, he saw a man selling a bird in a cage. Li bought it, took it home, and let the bird go free. The next day, he did the same thing. He did this for ten days. Each day, the old man would have a new bird, and each day Li would buy it. Finally, Li’s wife asked him why he was buying so many birds. Li explained that it was good luck to set a bird free. Now he had a lot of good luck.

   “Why is it good luck?” his wife asked.

   “Because I’m helping the birds.” Li smiled because he thought this was a very good answer.

   His wife did not seem pleased. “But every time you bought a bird and freed it, the old man just went out to catch more birds!”

   Li understood what his wife was saying. His plan to get good luck was bad luck for the birds!
Unit 15 The Eyes
   When I was a boy, my father took me to the movies. Outside the cinema there was a statue of a famous person. It had the most beautiful glass eyes. I couldn’t stop staring at them! When my father went up to the window to buy tickets, I looked around. I thought nobody was watching, so I quickly took the eyes from the statue and put them in my pocket. After the film, we went home for supper. At home, my father suddenly started to cry out. “Oh, my eyes!” he shouted. “I’m blind! I can’t see!”

   I couldn’t understand what was happening to him. Then, I remembered the glass eyes in my pocket. I was terrified! Maybe my father couldn’t see because I had stolen the eyes from the statue! I ran quickly back to the cinema and put the eyes back in the statue. When I got home, my father was quietly eating supper. His eyes were fine. He just looked at me and smiled.
Unit 16 The Leaning Tree
   There once lived a rich man who thought he was better than everyone. One day, he saw a poor man leaning against a tree. He walked up to the man and laughed. He said, “You must be too stupid to get a job. I am rich because I am much smarter than you are.”

   The poor man answered, “I have a job. This tree belongs to a man who is much richer than you. He pays me ten gold coins a day to watch over this tree.”
 “Oh, really?” smiled the rich man. “Then take me to this man. I want to meet him.”
 “I can’t,” replied the poor man. “If I leave, this tree will fall over.”

   The rich man answered, “Don’t worry. You go and fetch him. I’ll hold the tree up until you return.”

   So the rich man leaned against the tree. The poor man left quickly. He laughed all the way home and didn’t come back. Soon, the rich man realized that the poor man was more clever than him.
Unit 17 The Hat

   There once was a man who had very weak eyes and could not see very well. One day, he was traveling along a road in the country. As he was walking, he passed by a black bird sitting on a stone. Because his eyes were weak, the man thought that he saw a person with a black hat standing by the road.

   “Excuse me, sir,” he said. “Can you please tell me how far away the next town is?” But the stranger did not answer. The man thought that perhaps the person had not heard him, so he spoke a little louder.

   “Could you please tell me how far it is to the next town?” he shouted. Just then the black bird flew away. Still, the stranger did not speak. The man thought to himself, if he won’t tell me anything, then I won’t tell him that his hat has just blown away! So he turned and continued on his way.
Unit 18 The Thief and the Policeman

   One morning a thief stole some money from a shop. A policeman caught him and tied the thief’s arms together with some rope. He decided to take him to jail in the nearest big town.

   On the way to the town, the policeman stopped for lunch. He ate and drank too much. After lunch they began walking again. The policeman was feeling so tired that he stopped to rest. However, he soon fell into a deep sleep!

   While the policeman was sleeping, the thief untied the rope. He carefully took off his clothes and exchanged them with the policeman’s. Then, he tied the sleeping man’s hands and ran away. Late that afternoon, the policeman finally woke up. He was still very sleepy. He looked down and saw that his hands were tied. He also saw that he was wearing the thief’s clothes. “Well,” he said. “I know the thief is here. But where have I gone?”
Unit 19 The Birthday Present

   Mr. Cho was a very good boss. His employees wanted to get him a great birthday present. At first, they talked about a watch or a tie. Then someone said that he was born in the Year of the Rat. So, they decided to make him a rat made of gold. It was quite expensive because it was the same size as a real rat.

   Mr. Cho was delighted with his present. “Thank you!” he said. “What a wonderful gift! I am sure that my wife will love it, too.”

   The workers were happy to hear this. They quickly talked to each other and then told Mr. Cho that they wanted to give a similar gift to his wife for her birthday.

   Mr. Cho laughed and said, “Thank you, but I don’t think you will be able to do that.”

   “Why not?” they asked.

   “You will need a lot of gold, because she was born in the Year of the Ox!”
Unit 20 Mr. Wang’s Animals

   Chen Wang loved animals. In fact, Chen spent so much time with animals that he didn’t have any friends. The children in class used to laugh at him and say that one day, he would turn into an animal.

   Ten years later, I was at the market when I saw a booth with a sign that read, “Chen’s Amazing Animals.” There was Chen! A small crowd was watching him. Chen had a big green frog in his hand. When Chen tapped the frog on the head, it started to sing. Then, he got out a small cage full of mice. When he tapped on the cage, they came out and danced on a colorful box. Everyone clapped.

   After the show, I walked up and said, “Hello, Chen. How are you?” He smiled a sad smile. When he spoke, he was only able to croak like a frog. As he turned away, I saw a long, thin tail hanging beneath his coat.
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