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How to Make Ukrainian Easter Eggs
Ukrainian eggs - or "pysanky" - are made with a process much like batik. The word "pysanky" comes from the Ukrainian word for "write," and that's precisely what you do to make one of these wonderful objects.
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 Steps:
1. Allow a white, uncooked egg to reach room temperature.
2. Wipe the egg down with a solution of 1/2 c. water and 1 tsp. vinegar.
3. Dab the egg dry with a tissue.
4. Draw your design on the egg lightly with a pencil.
5. Hold the head of a "kistka" - a copper stylus - over a candle flame for a half-minute or so.
6. Use the heated kistka to scoop up a bit of beeswax.
7. Melt the wax in the kistka over the candle
8. Draw the melted beeswax over the pencil design for the first color.
9. Put the egg into the lightest color dye for around 15 minutes.
10. Use a tablespoon to fish the egg out of the dye.
11. Dab, don't wipe, the egg dry.
12. Continue waxing and dyeing from lightest to darkest color dyes.
13. Hold the dried egg under a hair dryer to heat the wax. Wipe it off with a tissue when the wax looks wet.
14. Let the egg dry on a stand made from three finishing nails poked up through a piece of cardboard.
Tips:
• The egg can be emptied once the dyeing is complete. Blow the egg out or use a syringe to suck the insides out.
• Be sure the egg is flawless before you begin. Cracks and bumps will be very apparent when you begin dyeing.
• Use a teaspoon of vinegar in the dye to make the colors bolder.
• Use a wide rubber band wrapped around the egg to help draw a straight line when penciling on the design.
Warnings:
• Boiled eggs spoil. Use only raw eggs.
1) Bring raw eggs to room temperature. The wax will not adhere correctly to a cold egg. 
I like to put them in the oven until they are slightly warm.
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2) Make dye baths of various colors. A teaspoon of vinegar may be added to the color baths to set the colors or buy setting powder.
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3) Melt beeswax or white candle wax over a continuous low heat.

4) Use a straight pin or nail attached to the blunt end of a pencil to achieve the "drop-pull" method. Professional styluses comes in various size nozzles. Don't be mistaken to think that a professionally manufactured stylus is any better than your own home made version. The old-fashined way was to shape a little cup out of brass and attach it to a twig.
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The tweezer on the right give me very even, narrow straight lines. The stainless steel metal keeps the tip hot and the wax flowing evenly, but it doesn't burn my hand.
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5) Heat the stylus or pin head in the flame before dipping in the molten wax. The starburst shown on the black egg is done with "drop-pull" method that is unique to the Lemko people.
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6) Apply a pattern on the white egg, dipping the pin in flame and wax prior to each stroke. You may use a rubber band around the egg to help you make straight lines or partition the egg into a pattern.
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7) Submerge egg completely in yellow dye for 15 minutes. Turn egg periodically so that [image: image36.jpg]


the egg colors evenly. 

[image: image37.jpg]



8) Pat dry with paper towel. 

9) Dip stylus in molten wax and continue pattern covering only where you want the yellow to remain. The wax will protect that line. 

10) Submerge complete in the orange bath for 15 minutes. 
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11) Pat dry. And continue adding molten wax to egg pattern covering only where you want the orange to show through. Many symbols have meanings:

12) Follow this technique with each subsequent color: red, green blue, purple and black dyes. Note: Start with lighter colors and proceed to darker colors or wash off dark colors with mild soap and water before immersing into lighter colors. The wax on the egg will protect the color underneath.
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13) When finished with all patterns and bath dyes, pat egg dry and allow to air-dry completely.
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14) Some people carefully scrape off all wax with a blunt knife but I find this leaves scratches on my die. A faster way is to hold waxy egg over candle or stove top flame to melt it and wipe repeatedly.
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14) Some people carefully scrape off all wax with a blunt knife but I find this leaves scratches on my die. A faster way is to hold waxy egg over candle or stove top flame to melt it and wipe repeatedly.

You can place it in a 250° oven and when it begins to shine, remove it and wipe off the wax. If you forget or have the oven too high, you'll hard boil your egg and won't be able to blow its contents out.
The multiple-colored pattern will remain after the wax is wiped clean
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15) Gently shake the egg so its inner contents loosen from the walls. Some people use a wire to "scramble" the egg inside the shell to make it easier to blow out the fluid.

16) Puncture both ends of the egg -- one should be larger than another.
If you don't have a hole punch, you can use a needle or nail.
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17) Blow through the small hole allowing the raw egg to come out of the larger hold. Pat dry so that the raw egg doesn't spoil your colors around the holes. Much simpler is this one-hole blower, called a Blas-fix. It extracts the egg yolk using water pressure. 
Some people don't want a hole in their egg. and will let it rot inside until it is completely gone. Just don't crack the egg until then or you'll have a putrid smell. Some people varnish them after they are done to strengthen the walls and protect the dyes.
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18.) Your pysanky are ready for presentation. Practice with food quality dyes. When you become an expert at handling the stylus and applying the wax, you'll want to buy permanent, unedible dyes which give you deep saturated colors on the solid areas of your pattern. You'll then select the most perfect egg for your work of art. No two pysankys are ever the same. Here are some lovely intricate patterns to practice with.

