Write On 2
Teacher Materials

Write On 2, Unit 1 
Online Teaching Tips

Warm-Up
Look at the photo on the first page of the unit with the students. Ask questions about the picture of the two girls, focusing on their appearance: What do the girls look like? How would you describe them? What do you think they are like? / What kind of personalities do you think they have? (e.g. shy, talkative), Do you think you would like to be friends with them? Why/Why not? What do you these girls like to do together? Encourage the students to use their imaginations. Write some of the suggestions on the board. After reading the paragraph, have the class compare their pre-reading ideas with the information in the paragraph.

Extension Activity: Language Focus
Running Dictation
1. Put each sentence from the paragraph below on separate strips of paper. Place these around the classroom (see ‘Unit 1 Running Dictation Sentence Strips’ for an easy-to-print version). 

My best friend’s name is Mia. There are several reasons why she is my best friend. First, Mia and I like to do the same kinds of things. After school, we study together then listen to our favorite music. Also, we both love to dance. Every weekend we practice dancing. At first we were bad dancers. However, we are pretty good now! Finally, Mia is very kind. She always helps me when I have a problem. She really is a great friend!

2. Next, put the students into pairs or small groups. Explain that one member of the group will run to find a sentence, remember it and then run back to tell the sentence to the other group members.  The other team members must write it down. The same student can run back and forward to the same sentences as many times as needed if it is difficult to remember it BUT can NOT write it down - he/she must communicate using speech. The students then swap roles, so a different student then runs to find a different sentence. The students should rotate the remembering/writing roles. This continues until the group has all 11 sentences.
3. When a group has all the sentences, they should try to put them in the correct order. Remind them to pay attention to transitional expressions as they attempt to order the sentences. 
4. Monitor the groups and assist the groups as necessary. When about three-quarters of the class has finished, go over the paragraph together.

Sample conversation:
(During the dictation)
S1: I’ll go first. Wait here. (Goes to read a sentence and returns) It says “We became friends in elementary school.”
S2: (writing: We became…) Can you repeat that?
S1: We became friends in elementary school.
S3: How do you spell ‘elementary’?
S1: Um, e-l-e-m-e-n-t-a-r-y.
S2: Are we ready for the next sentence?
S1,S3: Yes.
S2: I’ll go next. (Runs to read a different sentence)

(After the diction)
S1: What is the first sentence?
S2: I think it’s  ‘First, Mia and I like to do the same kinds of things.’
S3: I don’t agree. It says ‘First’ but it is not the first sentence.  
S1: Right. How about ‘My best friend’s name is Mia.’
S2,S3: Yes. I agree.
S3: I think ‘There are several reasons why she is my best friend.’ is next.
S2: I agree.
S1: Me, too.
S2:…

For additional support, write some of the helpful expressions from the sample conversation on the board at the beginning of the activity, and practice them with the class before they get started.

Extension Activity: Writing
Activity1
Have the students write up the paragraph from the running dictation in the Language Focus extension activity above. Tell the students to underline all transitional expressions in the paragraph.

Activity 2
If you don’t do the running dictation above, either give the students a copy of the paragraph, or put it on the board, with the transitional expressions blanked out. Set a time limit and have students work individually or in pairs to fill in the missing words. Correct answers may vary slightly from the original paragraph. Check the possible answers with the whole class.

My best friend’s name is Mia. There are several reasons why she is my best friend. ________, Mia and I like to do the same kinds of things. ____________, we study together then listen to our favorite music. ____________, we both love to dance. ____________ we practice dancing. _______________ we were bad dancers. ____________, we are pretty good now! ____________, Mia is very kind. She always helps me when I have a problem. She really is a great friend!


*See also Unit 1 Writing Assignment for additional practice.*







Unit 1 Running Dictation Sentence Strips
Print and cut the strips, then place them around the classroom.
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	My best friend’s name is Mia. 


	There are several reasons why she is my best friend. 


	First, Mia and I like to do the same kinds of things. 


	After school, we study together then listen to our favorite music. 

	Also, we both love to dance. 


	Every weekend, we practice dancing. 


	At first we were bad dancers. 


	However, we are pretty good now! 


	Finally, Mia is very kind.


	She always helps me when I have a problem.


	She really is a great friend!




